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Advertifcment.

"Hel’fe Papers were ready for the Piefs, in
the beginning of this lear, Qize 'Thon-
| [fand Seven Hundred 5 that is the Reafon

| t)ey are intituled ADNUS Jubtlxeus. It.is pro-
1 ask me, Where 1s the Cul bono

of this Dialogue? To# fay exprefly you are %0

8

| Adepr, and confequently you cannos defign, here-
by, to lay the Foundation of & Negotiarion: Do

Jou write then for the Adepts Jake, in cafe there
b or is youv aim to peruade them to

ommunicate themfelves 10 Yol tho' often you

-

md Charity towaras ose another 1 anfwer,
Theye is [omething of ali this 3 thefe Quefts
fouch the feveral ends 1 nave, & [feveral times,
pmpo)fed (o my [¢lf in this Wyiting : Howbest,
iefeft defire #, that it be ot ufelc[s 10 )
Brethren, ¥ne promotiing of whoft Felicity 1
(bald have the” advantade to bave endeavonred,

hatever the fueeefs of ™Y be, the gewne
A 2 rality




Advertifement. [ 1]

rality of Men being partial and [elfifb, and | _ |
captivaed by their Paffions. - I ———

* -

The Heads of the Regulations to be canﬁderc‘d of in " 1 A”””J Sopb i & 7%b Z. lf "

cafe Adepts weve invited by a Prince and State.

1. Touching Adepts. | VIIL. Touching Learn- The Sophick

1. Touching Religion.}] ingand Education. ~

11I. Touching Govern-|IX. Touching the way g O N S T l T u T l O N . |

ment. and manner of pro- § | -

V. Touching Subfidies,| viding for the Poor. :§ O R 1
and Provifions for the | X. Touching Order and - '
fecurity of the Socie-|  Policy in  Cites,

~ ty. Buildings and Com-

V. Touching the Go-| merce; Touching the »
: vernors Duty of tak-| improving the Statc
y ing an equal care of| and Riches of the So-

all the Subjedts in ge-| ciety, preventing un-

The Evil Cuftoms of the World Reform’d.

 DIALOGUE

I: neral. neceflary Expences
VI Touchmg Law and and Vanities, and
v PhYﬁCk-h lh Reforming all evil | Between 4
II. Touching . Punifh-|{ Cuftoms. . .
ments. | Philadept and a Citigen.
YV cii ' ), What News
Citizen. GOod morrow tYy¢€, Phil. at
from tlc\lc Adepts? Gic: You
| philadept. A good morning o you, :
. Annus woﬁl:ldbzpm i{l'urprizcd (il 1 find, if, after all, 1
x, ~ thewed you Adepl‘.‘ 9 |
cie. 1 confefs, yowd do more than I expect. Pkl
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2 The Sophick Conftitution.

Phil, But why mould you think that impoffible »
Csr. And why fhould you even think it credible that

there is fuch an Art, as that pretended onc of the
Tranfmutation of Metals ? -
Phil. The Principles of it feem to be rational.
cir. How, I pray thee? Why may not 1 as well
ceafinute Marble or Alablafter into Silver,

Copper into Gold ?
phil. The difference is very great. All Meals are

of the fame kind, and differ only in fome accidental
Qualitics, which being remov'd they become equally
pure, having all a merallick Mercury, Salt and Sul-
thur, fome only being more crude than others, or
having contracted fome external Impurities in the di-
vers Marrixes of the Earth: So that Tranfmuting of
Metals is not fuch a wonder as at firlt we arc apt 1
imagine ; ’tis not changing a Nature into another Na-

ture 3 it is only {cparating Impuritics and Digelting,

and then the crude is concocted, and the impure is as ,

the moft pure.

Cit. Bor which way muft the Impurities of Mcrals
be purged, and their Crudities digelted ; or how do
‘?lPu know, after all, that this will caufe a perfect

ranfmutation ¢

Phil. 1f the Crudities be digefted and the Impuritics
purged, there can remain but a perfect metallick Sul-
phur, Salt and Mercury ; more than which there can-
not be in any perfe@ merallick Subject whatlocver,
only there may Ee (everal degrees of Purification and
Concoction : But the way how to effect that, is fecret,
and is that which muft be fought out;
fay it is altogether to be done with one thing, that is,
Fire, as you may fec in their Wrirings, to which there-
fore I refer you, -

Cit. Thank ye heartily, Pbil. 1 defagn not to break
my Head with their caballiftical Carathcir unintel-
ligible, and fenfelefs Fuftion. I had rather mall]cc a;g
" I ane

1

as Brafs or d

Philofophers+

The Sophick Confbitusion. 3
of thee, and perfwade %ou to rail ;c

Chymifts, and burn their Books. For, notwith-
‘{‘tl:ndinyg the ’plauﬁble_ Story of purifying and concoct-
ing,

an imaginary thing,
was cv%r known : Conclude therefore an Ad

it, feeing you grant that the Princip
i llzflau;tﬁbleg ?y It isg more likely that if n:.be po{ﬁble to be
¥ done, fome Men before now, thro' God's Bleﬂirli‘gz
i found it out. perience,

1} et cleanfe a foul C
{

and through: The
and Bire is their Soap, and therr

Reafons won't movc

Soap and Watet ~“and that Ink
dieth it through
Adepts is Fire;

. @ure. If all thefe
tTe;;‘ y:u that fome Men have been Lnown to have donc

dinary Cures. 1 m fclf have known fome
flfat':a:;uld draw Gold out of Silver, a_nd Silver out pf

l

\

my felf, any Man, that I know

of, who could tranfmutc the bafe into perfect Me;alg:
But I doubt not there are (ome that are living, wholR

' all probability have.

y could it come 1O

P
1 "0'}5_;.?{ ﬂig“}‘\depts 1ad been publickly known, they

. danger, thro’ the wickednefs of
would bave DEEr b \ien dered themfelves uncapae

~ But hag not Men ren
%: nof 'tnile mmunication of A_depts, how happy
would the World have beent? Cit.

A 4
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4 The Sophick Conftitution.

Cit. 1 dont fully underftand whar you'd -exp
from Adepts, but I'd fain hear what ygu‘ilinlixﬁ?
ophg_ed to do, to qus_tlify themfelves for the Commul:
nication of the Sophi. Would you have us, full of
good Nature and Credulity, expefe our felves to the
Cheats of every Alchymift, and as {oon as any onc fets
up for a Philofopher, receive him into our Houfcs
and a!low him no fmall fhare of our Eftates? L

Pbil. There is fcarce any Perfon more undefervin
or more to be defpifed an abhorred, than a Cheat lgr:
general, and particularly in Chymiftry, where Moun
tains of Gold are promifed, when the Impoftor is (en.
fible he has no reafon to hope any thing from the Her-
rﬁ:tlck Philofophy, but what he can get from other

_ern by his Lying and Impudence, and his vaft Pro-
ll:n es which himfelf {ces no ground for. On the other

and, Eherc are no Perfons that deferve more to be
efteem’d and every ways to be refpected, than rhole
gvhom God has chofen to impart to them the higheft
hecrczts of Nature. They are the Adepti, the Elect
thofe who have obtained the moft firgular Favour’
Wl':jom God rakes for His particular Servants and Friends,
:Il_r]l lwhom He entrufts with the greateft Riches and
(ca th, and with the Tree of Life it felf, thatis, the
ufe of it durante beneplacito, 'till he think fit to trar;ﬂatc.
them to a better Place, to which they afpire. Betwixt
thofe two forts of Men there are others of whom there
may be fome good, and fomebad, tho’ not {fo good or
{o bad as either of the former; they are thofe who
profefs to Audy the Writings of the Adeptilts, but not

to be certain of the ‘Art, are willing to fearch after it

to the belt of their Power, but have not all

veniencies neceffary to thatr end, and theref;l']: d(g?i?c
the help and affitance of thofe that are able to give 1t
Thefe may be termed the Mercenary C didates of Al-
chimy, to diftinguifh them from thofe tﬁ:t (eek the Arr

by themfelves and at their own Charge. Now thele
threo

I N . W =i il i o
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L
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e forts of Chymifts defer

Impoft

tenders ?

The Soéhick Conftitution. 5

ve to be treated very dif-

Cit.
s P

bhil. They ought to be (evercly punifhed by the

Laws, as Cheats and Robbers.

cie. And how arcthey 10 be known from othcr Pre-

muft be tricd by their Works, as other
I have heard ot on¢ who frequented a

Bookfeller's Shop, where (ome Chymical Books were 1
A certain Perfon coming to buy ont of thofe

Books, the Impoftor fixes his Eyes upon him, and

looks as if he were in an extafic; prefently after fol-
him. he has found him to be the

loweth him, tells .
Man to whom he might lifcover himfelf, affures him
that by infallible Experience, he is cerrain of bei _

after fome interviews, ,‘

Mafter of the Art; in fhore,
makes propofal of borrowing Mony for the Work, Rlcll\: _,

in fine was difcovered to have ma

dreffes .o other Men, 10

from them, from thence

o more, and to have fﬁnt the Mony, not in
boratory,  but in lewd oufes. and with lewd Com-

panions. Hanging is not 100 Cevere a Punifhment for

(uch Wretches.
Cse. What Treatment deferve

rifts ¢
phil. 1f icbe uncertain whethe

or Deccivers, Men cannot be too wary,

+ jmpofed upon by them; there cannot
i o ufed in this Cafe. However, they

o affronted or injured, in the mcan ume,
have bafe Delgns;

for that were the higheft unju'tice, and would be to run.
the hazard of wronging innocent Perions, and Perfons

perhaps molt particularly acceptable to God. When

phil. They
Malefactors.

your Mercenary At-

i



i The Sophick Conflitution. The Sophick Conftitution. ” B8
| it appears that they are wicked Men, who have no other cit. In the Effvy concerning Adepts, which you ,*
a year Wages 18 propofed, and 30 /s

defign than to deccive others, their Addreflcs ought hewed me, sol. @ Propo
. which is a pretty {ophical sum.

ble Perfons, as 1t 1S

: s a Propofal for no :
Pbl’. ThatS a &'l p f h Wﬂges are Arblt[‘ary’

Men ought to be warned from them. Bucif it be

/
] 1o be rejeGed with Scorn and jut Anger, and other
! credible that they mean well, and that they arc not there faid, (P.

Phil. They may be known by their Works, by acce
y » DY ment, 107 down an Employment of 120 /i’ per
ro-

their Propofals, and by their Skill. Any Man that M Penfion, and la

has a Genius this way, may guc(s whetgcr the Pre- f E;mmm: to givg Limfelf wholly to that Work.

tenders have a Tafte of the Art, and arc likely to ferred kindnefs was not acccg':.cd of, yet the likc Ot:-

make any Progrefs and Difcoveries in it. Deccivers poflibly will not always be 1o be had. But thats

run qun Whimfies, work out of kind, upon unlike- off of the bufinefs. To return; It 1s ccraain that to
| : (erved, fome Charges

ly Su je((ifts, ﬂlnd \otﬁ':r Violence to Reafon and Na- , as Geber O | forti have
wure, and to the Writings of generally approved Au- e(pecially for a good icttihk up, to hal
g g y approved Au are neceflary, €ip Y indifpenfibly neceffary

thors. Then their very Addrefles and Propobht | ' epient 3 and it 18
arc unphi!0f0phical. T,;lcy do not carc whgmmtl]?:; 1 S Ve ., ’ vy {lrong and heal:hful of Body *
deal with, fo they can but get by them. And if you |§ Now jt is poflible
do but give them good Wages for the prefent, they 1y, '
ma_kg no Con@mons about the management of the without which, tl
Elixir, in cafe it fhould be artained unto ; they leave @ be ableto ©
that at your dilpofal, they make you wholly Malfter A it may ' c e
of ir, they yicld to you all their Pretentions as to \ ability of Succefs, in_time,
that, you may make chem what fhare, and you J (tho' then they want Means to make neceffaty Trials)
may make what ufe of ir you' pleafe. Bur true ., k +will be very carcful whom they deal with, and upon
Mecn, who really think they have fome Skill, and who what Conditions, as touching !

| thonld ever be got.

fincerely fear God, are molt ni ' : O, G
‘ , are molt nice as to this point. 30 ment of the Elixir, 1n CHe it ‘
they but feutle this as it ought to be, they are (arif- . heir Partnet’s Power 1o

: They will not lcave it in ¢ "OW
ficd, and will not be fo cxact and intereffed as to the abufe {o great a Treafure ; and 1o the Signing of
other Conditions. | o Confirmation of the

pnqualiﬁcd {or the Art, thofe that have fome faith in and as for the eckoning of 30 /. fqr Boatd, th_al: was
it, and can, without hurting themfelves, venture {ome- to put Things 10 (he wimoft, and 1t Was alfo in part
2 thing towards the obtaining of it, may do as they ‘B * cccafioned from the accounting of 2 Domeftick’s Sa-
, find themfelves difpofed. It is poffible that the Mony @ lary by a Perfon of Quality, giVIng 15 . Wages, and
; may be well beftowed. ' rcck:)ning the Board 30/ @ ycarh Howbeit, wcl!
} Cit. But how fhall it be known, who are thofe that | qualificd Artifts will not deGre unreafonable Terms:
do not mean well, or thofe that are qualified for the § 1 have heard of onc who offercd to fome Perfons (for
! Ar s ¥ whom he had a great cfteem) tO make this Agree-
’ l ¢ of 6o l. a ycar, in all, for Board and

Bur Ar’ti&s who have fome

— ——— el - — -—-..____..‘,_-’-__

Covenants, they will require th
moft facred Oaths, ' -

Cst,

) ' ‘




9  The Sophick Conftitution.

Cit, Some Gentlemen would not like fo many Sti
pulations ; of elfc would laugh at them, when made -
Phil. The more’s the pity. Such Perfons thould
not be dealc with,  Skilful Artifts, if they fear God
will make a confcience of having any thing to do
with them. And certainly to obferve the Cautions
thar are neceflary, rhe fureft way is that it be fo or-
dered, that thofe whom a skilful Artift covenants with
may know and fee nothing of what fhall be done,
they being only, by Agrcement and Oath, to have
a (r:erlam Portion of tranfinuted Metal, in cafe of Suc-
cels.
cit. What is the laft thing, by which thofe
be known, who are qualificd fo}:' the Philofopl[:]e:{
work ?
phil. A good Life and Converfation. Philofo
cannot be expelted to be abfolutely free frongh?lsl
failings, no more than the beft Men; but they muft
be free from all evil Habits, elfe the Bleffing of God
c(:;mapcver be thought to attend them, and withou
th'i(; Ast{:{)ecml Grace 'tis in vain to hope for Succefs in
Cit. You'd give a great Idea of it. ‘Whatto think
of the matter, 1 don't well know. But to follow the
chread of our Difcourfe, what Treatment do you
eﬁee}m’ igr c}i‘uc to Adepts ¢
phil. There are divers forts of Adepts, and di
forts of Men whom Adepts may have t% do Wi[l;d.wers
¢;¢t. Hold 3 thefe Difltinctions will carry you far,
and, I prefume, to little purpofe, unlefs you refolve
one Queftion: Pray, how fhall thefc Adepts be cery
tainly known ? By what you have given me to un-
derftand, they won't be fo complaifant as to teach onc
refently their Art3 nay, tis great odds if they will
ave {0 much confidence in a Man, as to truft him
with a little of their Powder. Mauft we then believe

‘em upon their word ¢

4

phil,

phil. 1 would have (atisfied yo
Jue time 3 and what 1 was (ayil

order to that, as
will
o Men of known pf b
.nd Difcretion they may rely ¢
of what they arc, '

e fomething O
Projetion before them,e---

Gold a; the end of ‘cm, your gO
ike, will make red Precipitate pais

Impoftors for Adepts 7

your own Coals, provide the

g

t with their

i

your oW1 Hands,
But if he be under

The Sophick Conftitution. 9
1 on that Point in
g Was neceflary 1n

you fhall fee. In gencral, Adepts

not at all communicate

phil. As for their hewing the Pro- {
' m a Buron for that. :

Crucibles with double 8
your hollow Coals, your iron Rods with | “
tden ]l.cad, and the :
for the Stone, and ]

phil. Not if you chufc your lca
i Crucibles and all the

R
enfils your felf, an
.ncating the

¢ into another Body's Hands the

der, which 111 Goldfiniths

it being much fincr 5

Powder, he may pu
Gold made by the Pow

Gold, (fave that it Wi
which none but tf
an Adcpe of the higher rank,

fa] Cures in & very little time. _
(e knowing morc than

are feveral forts of Adep:s, lon
others. and fome really know:DR all the parts of the
actually wrought all as yet

Art. but not having |
Hands, tho' having done cnough to be

termed Sopht.
cir. Well; and what ar¢ the !

that Adepts may cominunicate ¢ ..
or

| L



The Sophick Conﬂitétion. o

or Poor, thofc of the Commonality or Nobility, f{uch 0 be furthered and cncouragegl. The Poor fhould
be olad to do them what Scrvice they could, to be

; " are in Power, or that have no Power 7 _
g phil. None of thefe feveral ranks of Men are ex- of fome ufe to promore the Happinefs of the World.
- cluded from the poffibility of having the Communi. The Rich fhould make an Offering of their Power and
cation of Adepts. Now if you will give me lcaveto Riches to the Glory of God, and efteem that their
the Queftion to you, What Trcarnent do you, gtcaEeﬂ: Happinels. _ |
| « {cIf, think fhould be duc from chefe {everal Per- 1 - ci¢. But fhould Adepts do nothing for their Friends
j and Benefa&ors P
Phil, We may (peak of thar, by and by : Adepts |
know their Dury, and will not be wanting on their
| am apt to believe that moft Pcople would make i g P H ‘
R their only bufinefs to get whac they could out of W G riowever, thould be glad to know what /
' hey judge to be their parr. But now I think of it {

10 The Sophick Confistution.

f
| put
you
| {ons to the Adeptifts ?

' l Cir. T don’t well know what are the Obligations

of other Men to the Sopht; but to fpeak fincerely, 1 |

' them? :
phil. O World! wretched , wicked World! when Ehe.r ¢ Is one doubE I would have refolved. You have
will you ceafe to make eood Men miferable, and to ““fm‘i{?d thar_rich Men fhould affift Adepts with
be the Authorsiof your own mifery ? Keep your elves [ their Riches; but how can Adepts ftand in need of
private ftill, my Reverend Fathers, and moft Ho- tach an Affiftance, if it be true that they have the
* oured Friends! The Hour's not yet come, Propeer Art to make as much Gold as they pleafc ?
Peccata, tardantur munera grata. 'R P btl._They may bc Adepts, ﬂ_lld not have br{JUght
1 Cit. But yer, I pray you, what do you think requi- yet their Powder to that Muluphcation, which 15 nc-
iy fire P ceffary to make great quantitics of Gold. And 'tis
o phil. That Men would religionfly confider of i, B cnough to have Gold, 1t muft be changed for
- . current Coin : Now rich Men may do that, geiting

‘_ v put chemfelves 1n the Adcpts room, and decal towards @ .° . _
L them, as they would that other. Men fhould deal t minted for the Adept, and if they fear and love
clves, if themf{elves were Adepts. They G.Od’ they ought to do 1t. And when they are con-
vinced that a Perfon, whom they know, 1san Adept,

towards them _
thould confider thar Adepts arc Perfons dear to God, Wy ]
at has not brought yet the Stonc 1o 1t Perfection,

b His particular Favorites 3 That they arc the Men of ; _
’ God, and Mcn after God's own Heart, that feck not | t&gy °“§h’ to offer him all the Affiftance and brote-
their own Glory, and that have no efteen, for the 1§n they are capable of, cven their own Houles,
Vanities of this World, but whofe chicf aim and de- and Eftates, and to be themfelves their Agents, and
' cre is the Glory of God, and the Good of Man-T thelr Gu'ards; and all this for the fake of God.
[' kind : That thercfore they ought to be refpected, c‘:'i I'd make my Conditions firft, I think, and
] loved, and affifted ; That they oughe to be lookd | \l;"o“‘ not ftand to a Chymift his Courtefic.  Forcvery
"' upon as the Embaffadors, and Commifiioners of God; | c';,';! I'd have a Pound.
Thar their Perfon is facred 5 Thar then they ought o bil. Then you'd do all for your fclf, and no-
{ thing ‘for God ; and the Adept might be recalled,

be protected and defended by all that krow them, — § pefore pe had fo mucl ided for th
1- | 1 as provided for the ne-

and that their Endeavours for the good of Men ought |
o | | ceflary

o 5 ) . | ‘




s The Sophick Conflitution.
ceffary Subfiftence of his Friends, or done any publick Phil, And what would you do for your felf »
Good. Cit. I thould confider of that. Bur what do you
cit. But how fhould I know an Embrio: Adept, or think, your (clf, that other Men would do?
phil, Many would do foolifh Things, and Thiogs

an lnfant-SoPh'i, that has n
his own occahons P
¢ T have told you Adepts :
it profic a Man, if he gain () the whole World, and

The Sophick Conftitution. ' 1%

ot Gold enough yet for |
difagreeable to God. Bur, alafs, remember you not
the weighty Queftion pur by our Saviour: What fhall

phil. By the fame figns tha
may be known in general, For .f he be a true In.
fant-Adepr, 2s YU call him, he may do, at leaft, in‘Q lofe his own Soul ?
fome {mall meafure, what other Adcprs do 3 for he cit. But could I not, without lofing my Soul, go,
cannot at all be denominated an Adeptift, that cane for inflance, toa Prince, 1n cafe ] were an
not produce pure Gold made by Alchimy, and the Erochfe to him to give him a fhare of my 1
smperfect Gold I have (poken of befores and in lome *d make me Partner with him, of his Dignity ?
¢ime, he may be ablc to work fome Cures. phil. No Adcpt would ever do that. Adepts in
cit. Then 1 would live for ¢ ' being the Friends of God, are above all Human Glory,
. ‘them. who know the full ex-
cepr of worldly

Honour: It is their indif pf:nﬁble_ Duty, 10 refufe cve-

ly Seacof perfect, undifturbed, and Jafting

That's.thc on
God will have all wife M

Happinels.
their Affections from this World, and fit themf{elves Pomp and Oltentation,
for a better Place. It s appointcd for all Men oncy g ' 01t ample under foor our fellow Creatures, as if we «
ro die. Adepts will not deitroy the Order of Narure. were of an other Make than they. If Adepts forgot
And if any refifted the Sentence, God, 1n anger, Qiemfelves, God would punifh them. |
would force them tO bmit to ir, againit thetr Wills, Cit, But fuppofc 1 were originally poor, and now
and would for ever drive them out of Paradice, and had the Art to nake Gold, could not I, at leaft,
excclude them from his Reft. ~ddrefs my felf to fome vich Man to exchang¢ &
Cst. What advantage then fhould onc reap, by be. great quantity of my Gold, without danger, and at
ing an Adept ? little lofs, and pur my (elf in a Capacity of enrich-
phil. The advantage of doing Good, or At leatt of § ing my Family, and making a good kigure in the
/ endeavouring it, and being an example to the World, World ?
¢ 1 were an Adept, and could phil. Adepts will not make a Figure :n the World.
¢ a Hundred a Year, with a goo

If an Adepr le

Calling, to every
reckon to have made a m

one of his Children, he _would

Cit, For my part,
as 1 plcafed, 'd do good to my,
oft plentitul Provifion for his

make as much Gold
{cIf in the firft place, and then to my Fricnds.
tawful, but we mult fmi-

phil. That were not un

tate God, and do good to all. Family.

Cit. Before I thought of any ody eife, to tell you cit. A Calling! what; fliould my Children learn
a Trade P ,

the Truth, I'd do my own Bufinefs.
Plal.

b

)

I‘ II
Y |
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.' phil. Adepts will not bring up their Children to whom an Adept could cruft for the
do nothing. i 1d have with him.
Cit. What nced my Children work ¢ If I were an cir. Why fo If you or 1 knew an Adept, could
Adept, could not leave ‘em the Art ¢ ot we go to fome TiC Man, of good Repute, 10
nake Terms with him, obtain particularly 2 folemn
eCtion, and require the moft reli-

phil. The Art muft not be communicated, for |

love or kindred, but purely for vertue-fake: He that P;omifc of his Prot

o the faid Terms-? And could

s indubitably qualificd for it, fet him have it, under gious Confirmations t
the philofophical Seal; but it muft not be communi- ‘[ 1o the Adepr afrerwards, treat (afely in Perfon ¢
i phil. Thefe things arc eafie in the Speculation All
o be put 1n Practice.

the difficuley is when they come ¢
be {fome rich Mcn that are

capable to keep a Secret, if

cated to many.
¢;:. How fhould I know, who is qualified for the
Not but that there may

Arte

phil. If he be a vertuous, religious, confcientious good and vertuous, and

Perlon, that fears and loves God, that habitually Ii- | Adepts knew them.

vgth well, that delights to do good, that has a hri- | C;¢. Bur muit nothing

ftian Affection for his fellow Creatures, that defpifes | Proverb. Would it be better for Adepts always to
8 lie clofe, and live by them(elves, like Owls ? Would

Luxury and Vanity, that abhors Injuftice and all | :
manner of Vice, that loves Temperance, Mediocrity «+ not be more noble and generous for them, t0 help
a magnanimous, VCIIuons

and Simplicity of Life, that is zcalous for the Glory an illuftrious and heroick, ! :
and charitable Prince, the Father of his Peopic, the
‘he Refuge of the Diftreffed,

of God and the Good of Men, that {ceks not world-
. Deliverer of Nations,
the Defender of Libere

ly Honour, that can keep a Secret, and that will”
bind himfelf by the moft facred and {folemn Qaths not ‘he Reftorer of Religion,

be vcnmrcd > You know the

ro make an iil ufe of the Elixir; he is well quali- [ ¥ 2 _
ﬁed.. ‘ phil. Ah, Sit, would to God, he were, 1n l_us n-
Cst. Alafs; where thall fuch a one be found ? finite Bounty, plca{'cd., if there arc Adcpts In the

World. to fend fome of them to this great and good

phil. *Till he be found, and be certainly known
berations muft comc from God,

te be fuch, the Art muft not be revealed. There 1s
no going haftily, and then repenting, in a Bufinefs
of this Nare. The Adept muft be able to give a
good account of his Truft to Almighty God, or elfe

Prince! But thele Deli

and not from Mcn. _
Cit. Why, phil. God will not be againlt good

Purpofcs, that ten

Be for ever reprobated : If he lightly, and for any S
rea_fons whatloever, difcover the Art to an unworthy, | Prince can propofc to himiclf ¢ | .
- Friend, that mall make a bad ufe of it, he muft an- | phil. It is true: And I heartily wifh that if there
(wer for all the mifcarriages of his wicked Difciple, | are {uch Men as Adepts, they would _fcriO“ﬂY confi- .
who poffibly may make the greateft part of Men mi- der of it. But I belicve God's Providence muft be :
ferable, thro’ his Avarice, Ambition and Hau htinefs, concerned herein, 1n 2 moft particular mannet and ‘
and opgrcfs religious and confcientious Perlons. It if the beft Man camé, without it, to enjoy any of
wonld be even difficult enough to find a sich Man | the Advantages of the ElixiBr, God might confom;,d
. , 14 ¢{>

{o

e




16 The Sophick Conflitution.
the belt Defigns, and give the Men over to divers

'l'cmptations and Miferics.
cit. Come, Phil. you fay you fear God, and real.

ly wifh the Happinels of the World, and the gene

%odod of ﬂI:/la;:(}lcind . If it be fo, and if you v\ff.c:ct r?::

A sgt,g OG(:]u?‘ not you take held ot all Opportunitics
phil. Thele things do not concern us; and Adcpts

no doubr, underftand them Letter than we,
~ Cit. For my part, I can fcarce be biought to b-
fieve firmly that there are Adepts, for thefe two Rea
(ons © Firlt, Becaufe 1t 1s {aid, That if there are
Adepts, they muft be good Men, and furely gocd
Mecn would not live in the World without doing
good according tO their Capacity. Sccondly, Itis
not likely that Men that could make Gold fhiould con-
ftantly lic hid, and thereby deny themfelves ail the
Comforts of Lite. 1 might add, that we fec no Meo-
numents of this Gold-making Trade s for, firlt or
laft, we fhould have had {ome demonftration of 1t,”
and we fhould fee Gold more plentiful than it 1s. |
phil. What you fay ycu might add to your two
Reafons, may be comprifed in aud an{wered with the
6. It is Men's Faults, and not the Adepts, if
Adepts cannot communicate themfelves with full fate.
ty, :m_d a'ffurance that they fhall be always Malflers
of their Liberty and Elixir, fhall do no more with it
than they pleafe, and fhall put it to no other ufe than
fuch as they like. And this very thing an{wcts your
fccond Reafon; for thall Adeps, for the Pleafures of
‘his Life, run the hazard of doing more than they
can anfwer to God ? Alafs, Adeps care lictle for e’
Enjoyments of this World, tho’ they be fubject 1o
Paffions like other Men. They have other Comtorts
than thofc_'the‘\}’orld can give. Being, as it were, un-
der the Crofs in moft parts of the Earth, thcy’ are

wholly intent on a better State, Befides, they ap-
PI'OVB

prove ! |
have rich Cloths, Furniture a

accept of Titles, or Henour

lolophy arc inconfittent:
being equal and Brethren,

betrer than others ; he would
him, morc than

‘B tles and Dignitics, he looks
d not cafl

Iie v.'ould
han the Quakers, and Thou

Appcllation, and

very dangerous, an
Chriftian Fumility ;
cven plainer @
without vain
Salutcs, nor defirc the vain

and be there
by that mecans arc

dination is very well pre

and among the Quakers, W
cit, You amaze me |

phil. Look ye; it 1s very
t to pafs, then, that you conform

Senfe of the Adepts.
cit. How comcs 1

not to it ?
phil. T am not

ing of other Men that would not
i ing may be don¢ for

. believe fomething

; Cit. You dre one of the anointcd

warrant, you don'c allow t

humbled
temfelves abafed and defpifcd.

fpect of Perfons ;

fome Degrees and Dig-
. to be well ferved

in Civcumftances to

The Sophick Conflitution.
Left of fimplicity of Life.

17

An Adept will not
nd Equipage, not will

hofe Things, and Phi

He looks upon all Men as
and vpon himfelf as no

ot have others refpect

ho would rcfPC& them e

upon them,

by diftinguifhed {from poor
and  afficted, fecing

It were well, if

As for Ti-
as ‘Things

y reconcileable with
have all Mcen go plain,

onc another

ot ufe the vanity of
Loncur of being {alured,

Men, who

and if thofe

be more Chriftian-like,

credible ¢

The Subor-

(erved among the Turks,
ho ufe no Ceremonies.

hat this is the

do fo, dcpend-
approve of it. 1
be

ace-fake, the

being retained 1n general,

f Juftce, Moderation and

nto, and profefied.

he ufe of the
B 3

and inf] pired! |

Sacraments!

phil.
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phil. Yea, and belicve their ncceffity

no Quaker.,
ever 1 find

thing againlt his

Cit. Do

The Sophick Conltitution.

too. 1 am

But I love that which is good, where-
it; and would force no Body to do any
Confcicnce.

you belicve it unlawful to make War ?

Phil. Not when it is for the Defence and Security

of a Pcople

Cit. Do you think it a fin to govern Men ?

Phil, Far from thar,

I eftcem it the higheft Vertue

to do it well.
Cit. Why then, would you not accept of fome

Government, if it were

lawfully offered you? What!

If the Kings of Sweeden and Poland, for inftance, were

willing to affociatc you to them,

lick would put her felf under your
make you their Sovercign, would you refufe them if

or if fome Repub-
Protetion, and

you were an Adept ?

Phil, An Adepr, as
all worldly

Glory,
Cit. Buc

of doing u

fufe all perfonal Honour, all
pous Attendance, kee

defire, and
and whom

nor with any Company, if he di

Iefs with any

Stile, and be diftinguifh'd only by fome modeft
called

tle, as The

I (aid before, muft refufe all vain
Honour, all Pomp

niverfal good. He might, if you will, re-

gt thofe he had Bufinefs with,

iee none

he would fend for; never eat in Publick,
d not like ir, much
all pompous

manncr of Pomp, wave
Ti-

Commiffary General, or the like, be

barely by his own name, an{wer to no Body that did

not Thou h

in his Prefence, not
the knee to be bowed before him,
he might be as plain as he would,
and ufe no Ceremonies:
and then why fhould he nor accept a part in the (o-

verpment ¢

im, nor admiat any

and flipulatc that
Thou every Body,
Al] this might be granted,

Phil,

and Oftentation. |,
he fhould take hold of fair Opporrunities

Ceremonies, and pom-=
himfelf as private as he could

that pulled off the Hat
uffer his Hand to be kiffed, nor
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1, This were perhaps, if Adepts would
acc?;):;, of P:owcr, & 3¢ is credible they would never

dos . They

ing as a “rouble, and trouble 1s not
They efteem therefore

{
/

B rake 1t upon them, except
all i}l Cuftoms to be reformed.
wellz ancf fuffer this Reformation thould

go, nor confequently
° the Governed. I thought an
had nothing to0 think of, make Endowments
for Hofpitals, Schools and Qollcdge§, and the like.
However, there might be this Expedient 0 make all

] - Adept, and a Nation thould grow
well, i e another the Adept might be quietly

and return 1o 2 private

i vern it felf as it would.
Life, and let the Nation £0 s e

. For my part, Were eror, 1 1
4 might eafily be donc,
my felf only 10 do what good mig afily 2 ke

: - leafure.
and T'd take a]] innocent Plealut L W ind, for

i :Gon for the Poor, the Lame,
| lgl?i‘l,:lll'en, Widows and old People and to recreate

\f after Bufinefs; 1 would have the fineft Walks,
g:l!:l feGa?'dgns in the Univerfe; 1 (hould alfo delight

in feeing Soldiers difciplined, and in having a great
aumber of Guards, the ch

and P

rovid.e himfelf G
Ee need none. -If he governcd,

| te might look to him, if they thought hin
?lfe(;l: ;uargling: If any mifchance happened him, they

| i (ers.
would be the molt unithed, and the grearelt lol
| 03:':. You'd havz all People be exact in their Mo-

rals ; but what if chey did not do their Duty ?

B4

P’Jill
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Phil. They fhould anfwer it to God. .

cit. True; but I'd do what 1 could, that they
mould anfwer it alfo to the Laws. For a great ma-
ny Men are moved only by prefent Rewards or Pu-
nifhments.

phil. There’s nothing indced more to be defired,
than that all juft and rational Laws were the Mealure
of Men's Actions.

cit. They ought certainly to be fo. Pray, then,
fuppofe you werc an Adepr, and were invited, as I
{aid, to fome fhare of Governmenr, what Cuftoms
would you reform, what Laws would you delire to
be enacted, what Conditions would you have ?

phil, That would require a mature Confidera-

tion.

Cst, But what do you now think ?

phil. To tell you all that fhould come in my
Thoughts, concerning what might poflibly be reformn-
cd in the World, would carry us too far. I fhould

not have done in an hour.

Cit, I'll hear you patiently.

Phil, The Task you lay upon me is confiderable ;
but I will not undertake to perform it with any regu-
larity and cxacnefs, nor will you expect it {peaking
of this in Converfation, and as an Amufement. In-
deed, I think there can be no Caflies in the Air more
agreeable than this. It were well if Thoughts of this
nature were fometime entertained : ¥What good a Man
would do, if he had Power. By this means all ill Cu-
ftoms might be difcovered, examined, and in time re-
medied. For it cannot but be the decfire of every
well minded Man, to re&ific to. the belft of his
power that which appears to him to be amifs. Therc
are many things which are evidently fo; The Perni-
cioufnefs of fome is not altogether fo confpicuous to
every ong; Some are of the greatelt conlequence ;
And fome tho’ pot o matesial, yet have their bad in-

B fluences :

fluences *
. a high meafure, and ot _
free would be conducive to Mcns Happinefs, here

ind hereafter. I fhall not treat of thefe Things, but
B int fome of them, as they (hall prefent themfclves

3 (0 my Thoughts. _
[f 1 was then an Adept, and were to negotiate

B with a Prince and Country, as yoU have put the
B afe, 1 would firft of all have thele Martters taken in-

N 0 Deliberation.
B Firft, T
o har Adepts, if therc are fuch Men,
of God, and dear to Him, fccing thcy are Men who
| ek the Kingdom and Glory of God in the firft
B place 3 and denying warldly Lufls, live religioufly
'nd virtuoufly, and arc zealous of good Works, and
8 particularly of doing good, louking for the glorious
coming of God our Saviour. Therefore 1t fhould be
i the firlt place regulated, and provifion made that
, B a1l Adepts, when known, hould be protected, and

nainained in their full Liberty, as other Men 'woul.d
1ofive to be, if they were Adcpts: Otherwife, 1t
were both the greateft Injuftice, and the higheft Pre-
fumption that Men can be guilty of; for thereby
Men fhould not only injure and opprefs the Innocent,
(whom God will avenge, for right Dear in the fight
of the Lord is the Death of his Saints, and of them
God fays, who touchcth them roucheth the Apple of
my Eye ;) butin perfecuting Adesrs, they fhould al-
( be found to fight againft God, for Adepts feek
only the Glory and Kingdom of God. Woe be
therefore to the wicked Perfons, who are guilty of fo
oreat an Impicty, if they do not timely repent! May
God fuddenly change their Hearts, and make the
Way- plain before his Servants and Minifters, that
they be not always rejected, but may be at laft re-

ceived 3 that Righteonfnels and Equity may flonrith
in




22 The Sophick Conftitution. - s
e Woeld! T would not have Adepts be only per- The Sophick Confiitation: 23
Sired to traffick of their Gold for their Occafions ing and proteting them againft all danger. Such a
and the Relief of the Poor, but I would alfo (if i Preparation DEINg made for the Reception of the
was thought good) have rhem to be admitted to the 8 Adepts, & De_claration tike that 1 have mentioned,
Mare of Government that werc offered, that is, if they but more partlcular’i'g.cd, (olemn and full, would cer=
approved of it. Was1a Sophi, I would not meddle | ainly invite them, £ there are any fuch Men 10 the
with the Publick Adminiftration of Affairs; and itis | World. (Then would come to pafs, what one of
y B hem foretells of himfelf and his Brethren ¢ e~e=I do

highly probable Adepts would not neither, if th _
might, But what vfr)ere chiefly to [l;e dcﬁ:gdt f?;. W ot write thefe things, (aith he, out of a vain Concep=
When we Adepss

Adepts, is that_their Perfons were declared facred, | vion, but I [ec them 7 ehe Spirit.
next to the Perfon of the Prince, and that they might’: @ [hall return from the four Corners of the Earth, nor

L'P___.__———i

have fo much Power (by the Publick Acéts and Pro- fhall we fear any Snares that are laid againft our Lives,
rection of the Prince and Nation,) as to live freely, % bue we fhall give thanks unto the Lord our God.--4nd
and without danger, and to be abfolutely free 10 givé W now glorious things are daclared of the City of Godw=-==
their affiftance, or to deny it, as the A&s of the Na. | The New Fersfalem fhall qbound with Gold in the Streets,
tion they lived in, difpleafed or pleafed them, and, in | and the Gates thereof Joalé be made of eneire S¢ones,
their Opinion, tended cffetually to the Glory’ of § e moft precions Ones 3 and the Tree of Life, in she
God and the Good of Mankind, 1 would therefore midft of Paradi/e, hall give Leaves for the healing of
Houfe ro be built, in famion like 2 the Nations.----Thefe things will accompany oir, fo long
he middle of the Metropolis, and this/ expetied and [fuddenly approaching Redemption. O
Colledge accommodated with neceffary Furniture and Bleffcd the Governout and State to whom they
Awendants. The Atcendants fhould {:e (worn 3 and hall come!) Now +f there came never {o many, I
tlie Government fhould publifh a (olemn Declaration jatc them to me if I were a3 Adcpt, and
engagipg themfclves, by the moft facred Pror.e[’cations’ had Power ; for there were 1O reafon 1 fhould have
to guatd and protect in full Liberty the Adepts tha; more Authority than they : Contrariwife, they being
Mhould repair to the faid Houfe, admit them to a fhare my Elders in Philofophy, fhould have the prelerence
of Authority (that were limired) if they would ac. of Scniority, and I would undoubtedly yield it them,
cept of it ; and if they would nor, to make, how- only all Mould have cqual Priviledges, and equal
ever, that Colledge 2 {ure Refuge to them, to per- Votes in determining of publick Benefits, {Jc.
mit them to have what Scrvants or Attendants they ] Secondly, Touching Religion. S“PPOG“BI had to
pleafed, and to take of them their Gold at the or-, | do with Proteftants, I would have the Proteftant
dinary ratc at which that Metal is {old, providings Principles exactly confidered and followed, that Scrip-
wural and Comprchenfive Terms of Union bcing a~

them €or all this, being content with what Gratifica= § na: :
rions they would voluntarily make to the Publick ; Edification, where there is no Charity,
I Partiality, Animofity and Contention 18

in fhore, leaving them their intire Liberty, and guard-
B > Laberty b irng | fore the Simplicity of the Gofpel; it

them whatfoever they would have at the Market or §
current Price, cxaéing nothing extraordinary from g grecd unto, there might be Love and Peace among
' chofe that walk by the fame Rule ; there being no
' a?d where
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4

thame to hold Principles in the Theory, and vifibly Confcience,

ro contradic¢t them in the Practice ; this, in fine, be.
ing the caufe of all the Confufion among Proteltants,

and being fuch a Scandal as infinitely prejudiceth
thofe from without againft thc Reformation, and

, even againft Chriftianity 1n gencral.  The common
* Principles of Religion fhould be chiefly infifted on

and all Men fhould be carefully taught them, and
obliged to live according to ‘em. No body fhould

be forced in Martters that are controverted ; for all |
it be performed contrary |

Liberty of Confcience |
thould therefore univerfally be allowed to all that are |
Religious, and follicirous to worfhip God after that |

Religion is taken away, if
vo the inward Perfuafion:

manner which they fincerely believe.to be moft agree-

able to his Will.  But, on the other hand, no Per- §

}

{on, thould be fuffered to live irreligioufly, and with- |
out God in the World ; for that 1s even contrary (o

the common Light of Nature, and right Reafon, All,
in every Parifh, fhould declare, before the Officers o/

he liveth,
* cercly of his Profeffion, with knowledge of the caufe,

and if he can

them, and to be able to judge of them, and fhonld
he exhorted to Unity; in fine, if he perfifted in bis

Supcrltition,
no part of his

under reftraint, otherwife he fhould enjoy
ty ; Sccondly,

Confcience,

¢he National Church, what Perfuafion they are of,

and what Sect they will adhere to. 1f any did not h:_
belong to any Scct that is known 1n the Country where !
he fhould be examined to fec if he 1s fin. |

give an Account and Reafon of his |
Faich ; then he thould be inftructed in the Principles |
of the Proteftant Religion, and made to underftand §

tr fhould be confidered, Fisft, Whethey §
Worthip were contrary to the Duties of §
a pcaccable Subject 5 for if it werc fo, he thould be kept §
his Liber- }
ic thould be confidered whether he be |
a religious and fincere Man, that abftains from the }
publick Worfip, thro' tendernefs and fcruples of
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and not out of Libertinifm ; for if a Lie
bertine and an irreligious Perfon, he fhould be fined
nd corredled, noted with Infamy, and declared une
capalle of any Truft, i1l a known and lafting Re-
entance 3 if a pious and confcientious Man, he fhould
Ec olerated, tho' never fo erroncous 1n his Specula-
vons. Thofe that adhered to fome Sect, of which

there were fome Congregation within Or near the Pa-

ith. fhould be obliged to learn their Principles well,

and particularly the commnon Principles of Religion,
o be able to give a good account of them; they
tould be cbliged to fix vpon fome Congregation of
which they fhould be Mcmbers, to frequent confiant-
ly the publick Worfhié; in the faid Congregation ;
od the Officers of that Congregation, (hould be bound
10 give an account of thofe Perfons to the Parifh-Of-
ccers of the National Church, that if they gave noc
attendance to, or behaved not themfelves wel in their
Congregation, they might be accordingly pu_mﬂaed.
«Thefe that are Members of the Narional Chutch,
Mould be obliged to frequent It conftantly. 1No Fas
rih Mould be larger, than to be ahle to contain all
the Parifhioners in the Church w.th eafc ;s and the
Church fhould lic the moit convenient, in the middle
of the Parih. There fiould be publick Worthip 1n
every Church, conftantly, four times a day, cvery
day of the Ycar; and every Parifhoncr hould be
prefent to the pullick Worfhip twice a day conftant-
ly, otherwile he hould, firit, be fubject tothe C!ll.ll‘Ch-
Cenfures, and fhould be admonithed openly 1n the
Church, and, finally, 1t he repented not, after warn=
ing, he fhould le fined, by I‘hC Cuwil Powery a5 a
(candalous and obnoxious Perfon. It were a thame
for Chrifiians to plead Qccupations, 0 excuic them
from worfhipp:ng God publickly ou¢ half hour twice
a day, or to offer any Plea, fer not ufing a fhort

Prayer in their Familiey, particuiazly when they re-
CClVe

|
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ceive God's Creatures, when Jews and Turks, when

in thci_r own Countrics, would bluth to fhew fo little { cife, it might be :
Devotion. But it is, yet, a greater and more burn- @ what Subject he would enlarge upon. T here are fc-

ing fhame, that among Chriftians there fhould be J veral Points which are not, ordinarily, treated at all,
millions of Men that are ignorant of the firlt Elements @ as not Leing eafic to be touched upen, or not very ne-
of Chriftianity, and arc not taught to give onc Rea- [ ceflary to DC raken notice of, concerning which ne-
fon why they fhould be of the Cghrii’tian Religion. I [ verthelefsan infinite number of People want both to be ‘
would therefore that Proteftants fhould be conftantly’ | ‘informed and admonificd of their Duty; as the \
Catechifed, publickly, or privately , all the year @ Duty of Refignation, the Difpofition of being ready |
round, 'till they were thirty ycars of Age, or kncw W to (uficr for Religion, and (everal Branches of Juftice, |
their Religion well, and were able to give 2 good ac- || Humility and Charity, that generally are not regard- |
count of it, not by Rote, but by Reafon and Dif- B ed: the beginnings and leffer Adts of Impuriy, |
courfe. Cuftom would make it eafie to them. There [ againft which {carce general Warnings and Admoni-
thould be feveral forts of Catechifms printed and ufed, @ tions are €ver given, as if Purity and Continence In
not.only for the youngelt Children, Eut fome alfo for W the leaft Acts contrary 1O Chaftity were not neceflary
more aged Perfons, where the Proofs of Natural Re. @ to qualify Men for Heaven; the heathentfh Superltie
ligion, of the Refurrection of Chrift, and the Trwth J tion of obferving lucky or unlucky Seafons and Days,

of Chri(tianity were clearly taught. And they fhould [ of being awed by Omens, as the {pilling of Salr, }he
have Difcourfes read to them in an exact order ugon Bl croffing of a Hare, the flight of {ome Birds, uhing

all the Duties of Religion, and all the parts of Vir-* @ ‘Charms for Curcs, &e. I would have thefe Things
tue, upon the Creed, the I.ord’s Prayer, and the De- o be taken notice of and rectified. It 1s certain, that

calogue, the sth, éth, and 7th Chapters of St. Ma- [ thofe that have the cure of Souls, do not give fuffi-

thew, 1 Cor. 13, &c. Preachers generally preach up- cient Inftructions and Exhortations to their People,
Il do it, becaufe they have oo

he Afternoon ¢ And then, as for the motning Exer-
left to the Parifh- Minifter to chufe

.' on arbitrary Subjects, without Order or Regularity ; not ordinarily can we
1 {o that a Preacher fhall have lived ten years in a Pa- 3 many committed to their Charge. A Minifter fhounld
rith, withour having explained to his  Auditors onec 3 not only know all his Parifhioners by their Names
half of their Duties, commonly contenting himfelf to and Sirnames, but fhould be perfonally and intinate=
cxhort them to Obedience, in general, 1n every Dif- & ly acquaimed with them, fhould be informed of all
’ .+ ¢ and Inclinations, and fhould not one

courfe ; whereas they fhould underftand well every { their Difpofitio

Command which they ought to obey, and fiould § Iy vific them, as their Guide, when they arc Slc]_(s

have reprefented to them the {everal Conﬁderations} 8 but chiefly and moft frequently when thcyh arfil n
and 4

and Morives to Obedicuce neceffary as to every par- Health, to prepare them for a good Deat
It is not enough to give lome §¢=

vicular. I would thercfore that the Book of the R happy Erernity.

whole Duty of Man, and the beft Books that tould N netal Exhortations, in publick, in a forma! Difcourfe
| be printed from time to time upon all the Parts of that cannot be comprehended by the three quarters of
‘ Religion, fhould be read in an exaét Order, one af- the Mulritude :  Familiar Dialogues and Converfa-

rer another, in every Church, every Lord’s Day in tions, in Meeknefs and with Gravity, are incompal;'«ll-
Y

the
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bly more home; becaufe generals arc applied to eve.
¢y one’s Cafe, and cvery one’s Difficulties are relol-
ved.. I would therefore that. all Parifh-Minilters
were accountable, to their Superintendants or Bi-
fhops, whether they had a particular Conference,
concerning Religion, of one hour at leaft, cvery
Month, with cvery one of their Parifhioners without

Exception. Thelc religious Conferences fhould be 1%
the room of the primitive Confeflions in the ancient
Church. There thould be no day without {fome of
them. And every day, ata certain time, all the Ca-
rechumens in the Parifh fhould repair to the Church,
0 be inftrued during two hours, and fhould not
only be aske their Carechifm by Rote, but fheuld be
taught to give fome anfwer of themfelves upon cve:
1y Subject.  There are few Miniflers that {pend th
quarter of their time 1n the difcharge of their Duy:
But I'd make no Agreement, as that you have lup.
pofed, or Minifters fhould have all their time taken
up in the Offices belonging to their Charge, ans
fhould not pafs in the World for an unprofitable Bur-
den, and a Company of ulclefs Men. You'll fay,
Can Men live without Diverfion ? They. mult find
; Diverfion in their Employment. Shall Minilters
| “preach to the Men of this World, that they muft be
| affiduwous as wcll as faithful in their Vocauons, and

fhall they themfelves be carelefs in their high Calling,
' and do the Work of God negligently # They may

have the Diverfion of fometimes writing popular Dil-

courfes, then reading excellent Authors, then vifiting

their Parifhioners and conferring with them, then ing

firucting the Catcchumens, afterwards they may take §

the Recreation of a Walk, of reading News and di-

| verting themfelves in their own Familiy, familiarly

| converfing with their Friends, and inftruting their
| Servants, and their Children. But on pain of being

{ufpended and depofed, they fhould not be permi:i-
| e
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ted to {pend theit time in Gaming, or Fifhing, Fowl-
ing, Hunting, or any Employment befides that of
watching to their Flock. The Reformation of Man-
ners depends, in a very great meafure, on the gocd
Example and affiduous Inftructions of thofe whofe
Office it is to teach the People ; and if they lofe theic

Savour, wherewith fhould the whole Lump be fea-
(oned » It is thercfore of the higheft confequence to

infit upon this, and indi{penfably require effuctual
Provifion to be made that Minifters acquit themfclves
exatly and fully of their Duty. All the Minilters
fould fend every Year to their Diocefan an account
of the Texts they have preached upon, and a Dif-
courfe, at the leaft, of the bignefs of a Sermon, upon
fome Theological Subject ; and the Difcourfes which

the Bifhop Mould judge fitreft, hon!d be printed. A

certain number of Parifhes fhould be affociated, thro’-
sut the Nation, to crect a Lecture, upon fome week-
day, in the biggelt Town within the Circuit, and all
.he Minifters of the faid Parifhes fhould be obliged
o meet there, that day, nor only to be prefent at the
Le@ure-Sermon in the Morning, but alfo to confcr
together, during three hours at lcaft, in the Church,
1 the Afternoon, to propofe Difticulties, to render an
account of their Behaviour, and of the ftate of their
Flock to one another, and to perform Theological Ex-
ercifes, quoting all the Texts of scripture in the ori-
sinal Languages, that they might be all obliged to
continual {tudy, and not permitted to leave off the
reading of Theology as foon as they have fome Pree
ferment, as many roo ovdinardy do. It is not one
Minifter in a hundred, tnav ever ftudicth to under-
Rand the Bible, as he ftudied a Claffical Author, or
that fo much as ever reads it thro® with fome Com-
mentarics and Annotations . ho' it be his Profeflion
to cxplain the Bible, and tho' it be granted on all

hands by Proteitants, chat the Word ot God cxplains
¢ .
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‘e vo be drawn from thence, and
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it felf, one place by another, that the pureft Theo-

that it is there-

fore the moft neceflary {tudy. But to put a necef-

fity on all Minifters to underftand the Bible, they
mould be obliged to explain two whole Chapters of

st every Lord's-day Morning, and two ot_her Chap.
Afternoon, the one Chapter being always

ters in the one
the fitlt Leffon of the Scrvice, in the

and the other, the fecond Leffon 1n

1 effon fhould firlt be read altogether,
ly cxplained, onc V

tould be permitted to chufe thofe which they liked,

and to read them, making what

o

Ol1d Teftament,
the New ¢ Ihc

alterations they

found neceffary, if in any place they judged they une
derftood the Text better than the Explicator in that

(ed from explaining all the Word of
ple. But youll fay, Mutft chere be

how will 2 Minifter be able to do all this, an

o Minifter could be excu-

God to his Peos

no Prayers, and

d then

preach? I anfwer, Many Expedients may be found
out for that, All Mcn may be raught to read well ;

there is fcarce @ Parith now bu
that can do it: They fhould be

- where there are fome

obliged, by the

Church Cenfures, to take Deacons Orders, _and to
ferve the Church, gratss, in thofe Things which they

were capable of, and which

vo them from their Bufinefs, it requiring no

dinary Learning or Application, 2
confcience bound to be al
Service ; wherefore they might re

Common-Prayers. The Minifters

Mhould be no hindrancc

extraor.
nd they being ir

Ways prefcnt to the Divinc

2d in the Affembly
moft of the printed Books that were read, and the |

on whom Swdy,

Writing, and Teaching were incumbent, fhould be

{pared in all the Occafions that ot

hers miight fupply

theit
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heir room in; and as I faid, they fhould have no
greater number of Parifhioners, than they could take
a due care of ; and therefore the extent of Parifhes
hould be limited. It will be objected, thar then
there muft be a greater number of Minifters, and

confequently a greater Provifion

made for them. [

“anfwer, There might be many ways found to main-

rain them, without being burden’d thereby ; but there

wonld be no difficulty in thar, if

there werc Adceprs,

and if they had Power. T fhall only obferve, that I
would have the fifth part of the Revenue of Mini-

fers laid up every Year by the Putlick, for the ufe
of thofe of their Widows and Ch.ldren that might
want it. I may now fpcak fomcwhat of Churches,

and the manner of ufing them.

I would have Gal-

lecies to be in every Church, to place all the Women
there by themfelves, feparately from Men ; and the
Galleries fhould be clofed all over with Glafs-win-

dows that fhould be fixed, from t

he Fore-front f the

Galleries to the Roof of the Church, to hinder the

immodeft and irrcligious Cuftom

of Men and Wo-

men gazing upon one another during Divinc Scrvice.
No Bady fhould bow and cringe, and make ridicu-

lous and vain Poftures to one at

wother in Churches,

under {:ain of Ecclefialtical Cenfurcs. No Carpets,

nor ot

cr figns of Vanity and Refpec of Pcrfons

fould be fuffcred in the Church. For what do'it
thou mean, O vain Perfon; do'it thou fhame and in-
fult upon them, that have nor like thee, even in the
immediate Prefence and under the Eyes of God ¢ In
mrticutar, there fhonld be no burying, and confe-

quently no Grave-Siones, Infcriptions, nor Efcut-

cheons in Churches ; and there fhould be no mannct
of PiQures, or carved Work there.  The Veftibulum
and Chancel of ever Church fhould be extraordinary

fmall, for when they are otherwife there is a fuper-

fluity, and they render the Chur
C2

ch dargeronfly cold
imn
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‘n Winter-time 3 whereas it ought to be made as q little relation to Religion, tho 1t be not moft effens
commodious as poilible, that the Parifhioners may vial ¢ { would have the old heathenifh names of Days
convenicntly remmain in it three or four hours in the and Months to be changed 1nto (ome, that were more
Morning, and as much in the Afternoon every L ord's- Chriftian-like.
Thirdly, Touching. Government. It hould be the
' (afcft and moft glorious

day ; for if People have Devotion, will Worfhi
ip God, eafielt that werc pofliblc, the
1 the Governed, It fhould be

nd be inftrucied as they ought to be, they can allot

0 lefs time ¢ It is but rifing two hours fooner ; and for the Governots, *

: | 'R (uch, that all might live .. Concord and love, and
I would not therefore accept of

what is this to rifing conftantly in the night, or {pend- . _
ing wholc nights and days in God'’s Publick Service without Jealoulic, )

s the DPrimitive Chriftians thought not 100 much u; Arbitrary Power, ¢ 1t were offered. The Law, In-

the Time of Divine Service rerpreted by the Judges and the Reprefentarives of

' the People, fhould be the fupream Rule. For lct a

d, yer if he will have

do? Somctimes 1n
while a Palm is fung, fome of the Officers of the p b (o iuft and
whether all the Parifhioner rince be ncvel jult anc B
viihionct: no boundaries, and £ his Will be the Law, his Sub-

Church fhould oblerve,
jects will ever miftruft him, there will neve

were prefent. Expreflions of the Plalms, which con
tain Imprecations according to the ordinary Verfions

’ mutal AffeCtion, that Unanimity, andt

¢ conunon Tranquillity

Mmould be tranflated in the future Tenfe 3 and Chri-

tian Hymns flould be compofed, in Imitation of &ion of Mind on which ¢ .

‘hofe of David. There fhould bea Communion in and Happinefs depends. Ir is then moit advanta-

cvery Church cvery tet Lord's-day of the Month ; gious ‘o Princes, as well as 10 the Subjeéts, that the
> cople have their fhare of the Power, cfpecially an

f {crupulous Perfons, it
P s ' making of Laws, ordering the Subfidics, and dire-
for the Government, Jc.

-0 order to the re-union O
might be received ftanding ; but as focn as received, :
the Communicant Mould kneel dow by the C Cting them to the beft utes
n by the LomMLe And all this 1 would have to be made, by Law, the
d Priviledges of a vencrable Senate, com-

nioc?. 'lf'ab{]c, ftho n;gkc his thanks-giving Prayer to God, Rigl
and then he fhould retire 3 Lur that the C icant’s \1ghts an
¢ Lommunicant > pofed partly of the Nobles of the Land,
the moft Ju-

Devotion fhould not be difturbed, there fhould be 2 :
Way to go from cvery Seat to the Communion Table, ofa cerrain A
dicious, and the mo

and another Way to return back, to avoid the con-
fufion of meceting and juftling onc another. When chofen and nominated by t
there fhould be publick nd folemn Fafls, as Goed-Fry- | vo this I would have further Power, and Privilegces
day, &c. if any onc did eat publickly before the Even, @ 7S added ;3 namely, that this venerat |
he fheuld be put to death. And when days of Thanks fl only fhould mect when ever its majority thought beft
piving, at any time thould be ordained, 1t thould be 10 mect; but, Sccondly, That 1t hould have its fhare
Imprifonment for a Month, with a Fine at leaft of | alfo in nominating 1O Offices, and Places of Trufk,
Twenty Pounds, for any onc to be drunk on that dnv,:. | that there might be lefs accafions, then, of ] ealoufie;
Tn fhort, we fhould be truly Religious, nd fhould 10t | Thirdly, That the Peoplc (hould fwear Fidelity ?nd
mock God, if we would have him to blefs us. well as to the Prince
and the Affociated Adeptss

thall conclnde this large Head with an Order that has § C

& Vertuous among the Pcople,

1

Obedience to the Senators, as
and, Fourthly, That as
| the

1
:
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the Scnators fhould {wear Fidelity to the Prince and
the Adeps, the Prince and the Adepts fhould alfo
(wear Fidelity to the Senators, and that it any one
of thefe threc Parties, the Prince, the Adepts, and
nd the Senate did fail or miltake in any Point pro-
mifed, and comprehended in the {faid QOaths, the
Party thus failing on 1ts part, flionld be judged by
the other two, accompanied and affifted of_)

trators and Umpires, that is, all the Judges of the
Land, and of twenty of the generally reputed the
beft, the moft jut and moft verwous Men in the
Nation. who fhould be chofen by all the Partics and
Judges jointly, and tould have a-like Votes with
them: Thus Matters fhould be quietly and peaceably
adjnfted, when any Differences thould arife. 1 fhould
think thefe Regulations neceffary, not only for the Sa-
risfation and Affurance of the Pcople, but alfo for
the Advantage and Security of the Prince and the

Adepts. For the Adepts fharing, then, with the

Prince, of the Power and Privileges which he before -

enjoyed alone, it would be prefumed that they would
fupply him with the Sums without Limitation, that
he might have occafion for; and for thar Reafon the
Pcople might grow Jealous both of the Prince and
the Adepts, which wonld undonbredly be of a dan-
gerous confequence, and poflibly in time render the
whole Nation miferable :  Bur all thele Mifch:efs
thould be prevented by the expedicnt I have men-
rioned. Some, not regarding that all this is founded
upon a Suppofition, Will perhaps ask ; what King
would thus part with his Privileges to 2 Company )
of Philofophers, and to his People ; would not that
be unworty of a Prince; would it not be injurious
to his Memoryv; and would it not make him the
lefs great, for the prefent, and his Eftatre lefs glori-
ous > I anfwer then, This would be infallibly the
way to render "his Srate cafic and agreeables to

caufe him to be infinitely beloved and honoured of

the Arbie
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. * \ o s N
ol People 3 to tranfmit his Name with admiration to

and which is the beft, o make him the

Friend of God, to affute to him an everlafting King-
dom, and tocrownhim with Felicity to everlafting Ages:

He fhould for ever be called the Father of the Pco-

ple; the Angels fhould oxtol his Praifes in Heavens
they fhould carry ‘he blefied News to the holy Inha-

- bitants above ; they (hould name him the Fofter-Fa-

ther of the Church, the Reftorer of Liberty and

)

Cliriftianity, the Lover of the Saints, the Protector of
his Brethren, the BRenefactor of Men. O blefled
Prince; whom his Subjeéts, whom all Men, whom
the Saints and Angels, whom God himfelf would de-
light to praife and love, and combine to make him
Happy! Thus for ever bleffed, would fuch a Prince

Thofe that preferred any Confiderations before

der perhaps that I always call him Prince, they whom
you mentioned being Kinss. But tis not derogaory

¥o a King, to call him : :
And I confefs, I would rather chufe to term him Prince

rince in {peaking of him.

or Emperor, if I were to negotiate as we have {up-
pofed, becanfe 1 fhould not know whether Adepts
would not then have the INamc of King and the T1-
te of Majefty to be confecrated to God @ 1 would
thercfore in fuch a Cafe have thattobe referred 10 them,
¢ it were fo liked, and would not otherwife ncgo-
ate. This illuftrious Prince, the Adepts _and Senate
fhould concur 1n encouraging and rewarding Vertue,
and difcountenancing and punifhing Vice. 1nftead of
other Military Orders, donld be inftituted the Or-
der of the Woly Bible, Té\c Atms of the Adepts, éoe
_ ] )
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be affxed to their Colledge-Gate, fhould be a Lamb
crowned, placed over all, 1n the mid(t of the King-
dom's Arms, if it were fo agreed ; the Coat fupport
ed by two Angels. The Senate fhould have its Coat
of Arms likewife. No Senator fhould be capable of
that Office, that were legally proved to be a fwearcr,
an irreligions Perfon, or the like. The Senators that
fhould have made any Fcalts, or
ro be clected, fhould be expelled our of the Scnare,
fevercly fined, and imprifoned. It fheuld he made
the higheft Crime, for a Scnator, and for a Judge, to
rake any Bribes; but they fhould be well provided for,
and Scnators fhould have a confiderablc yearly Den-
fon of the State.  No Senator fhould ever be armed,
but fhould wear a Robe to dittinguith him, and make
him known: It fhould be a capital Crime for Scna-
tors, to bring any Arms in the Scnate-Houfe ; but
they fhould have publick Guards, of their nominat-
ing. The conftant ftudy of the Government thould

be to make their own People happy, and to endca-

vour to make their Neighbours fo too, not by fight-
ing them, but by giving them good Counfcl ; and
they fhould fend vertuous and Icarned Men all the
World over, to preach to the Poor and Ignorant (not
Controverfies, but) the moft indifputable Points of
Chriftianity. - |
Fourthly, Touching Subfidies, and the Provifions
for the Sccurity of the Socicty. It weve not juit that
a People thould do nothing for the Publick Security
and Profperity : Adepts wonld never concur with
fuch unrcafonable Dcfires; neither would they make
it fo palpably evident to the World, that the Nation
was {upported with their Gold. They would not
deny their Supplies, when they were neceflary 3 but
they would lct the People provide for ordinary Oc-
“cafions ; therefore there fhould be always a Tax mm-

pofed, if it were but a Penny in the Pound, and an
. + cqual

given any Bribes, -

{omce of thieir moft tr'ully Of-
' 10 recceive wha_r

1d voluntarily committo their

management for
whether in coined Many,
and Jewels, or l.crers of Bxchange s ¢

d, the Free ifr-Office, or the like.
gicia"tehey might hn%c Officers, that fhould Traffick
’ 5. As for the Sccurity of the Society,

in the Indies. the
| d's Protetion) in a nu-
‘har thould confift (under Go roredtion) 1 < e

' d well equi ed Flect, 1
-?jrg;llis!i?it;, and aqfcg} Land-Soldxcrs. - The Names

it i in Publick
f the Militia-Men hould be Regiftred 1n
?lc:l}lf, to1 :)bligc the famc Men to ferve conftantly,

" hCl’ﬂfC‘VCSt

' hey had voluntarily enrolled T
?I{:tlfgy (thoegld conftantly be cxercifed, onc day 'c\{cry
in every Parifh; (hould have two Shillings
K ' neceflary Provifion of Powder,

¢+ But
: Adepts fhould bear all the Charge:
:gg{‘ctgg them pthnt thould be convidted to be habltuql

Swearers, Drunkards, O¢. fhoul .

' ' avon Land and Sca 013\

med, The Ay o cr ertuc 3 every olc_ltcr
d

Publick Devotion and reading of
1. Scamen in tume of Peace, and Soldiets
de Gard, and when they

ally taken wp with Military Dury,
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permitted to Game and Play, but (hould be taughe Works fhould have fuch a Price fet upon.tljcm
their Cartechifin, if they knev,v it not; fhould hgar Ehi‘:e Law:n +hat every onc might get two Shillings
Divine Service; and in fine, thould be obliged to og half a Crown 2 day : And other Perfons, befides
read or Work. They might be taughe alfo, Writing, & fhofe mentioncd in the Law, that fhould take upon

Navigarion, Mathematicks, and other Scicnces ufc- l shem to make thofe \Vorks contrary to the legal Pro-

ful to them. They fhould be moft ordinarily occu- @ pibitions tould be made Slaves, and employed 1N
pied in Fencng and Shooting at a Mark. Someti l . ies for the Publick: It any
; : ine, W the harde’ DmdgcmsManufa&ures‘ from Foreign

they migh: be employed in mending the High-Ways, ‘B ‘hrought over the like

and in oiher Works for the Bencfit of the Pub- W Countrics, 2ad thofe that partake

Fifihly Touching the Governours Duty of taking ¥ remiffion. By this eans there would be fome

an cqual Care of all the Subjes in general. The | 3 more at leafy, than is ordipary 1in this
Govemours fhould not only take care that thofc of | iﬂfﬁig ’ an(d unjuft World,) cvery one being able to | ‘,
' ~nd conveniently according to his

whom they receive large Supplies, and who have ve comfortably,
a gl'(’ﬁt dcal (O gi\'(" ﬂlould farc we“ and {ubﬁﬂ' COMe I(l:‘:)cndition- Ir “’}illheobjc&ed’ that lf CVCI‘)‘ “’O,“k—ma‘n
feaft ciphtecn Pencc & day, there will
et Works, or

forrably ; bur if they would be the Fathers of their
Ceuntry in general, and not the Fathers of the Rich |

only, they fhould have the fame Concernment for all
the PCO{;IIC- l;rhlcv}{ thould therefore ﬁudy ways and v th v ore
means that the Multitude might live, by their Ho--B ¢« Pence a day, allowed them by the Law,
nefty and Induftry, more gencroully ,a'md ealily than {til?an f,':,f;s, aZd then the muft be obliged, by the
they now do, being debalfed, by their ill Fortune, ro take thofe Wages,
. A Mafon muit be

and their Spirits and their Vivaciry almoft dcprefled and to follow hofe Employments "
grum’ obliged to bring up his cldeft Son ?ﬁs :cr;)::"Bigth;r

ma et at '
fcazcegenow be found that will do the har

tg the dulnefs, or changed into the ferocity of
very Man, therefore, 10 be tolerably well, fhould .« dieth before he have a Son, .
be enabled to get cightcen Pence a day, at Icaft, all ::,1115& learn and profe(s the Trade, OF fine {ufficient-
the Year round, throughout the Nation ; every Wo- ly to prov'idc another Appremice in his rocom; and
ma?,f a Shil:ing ;Pand e\ff_cry Child, from feven Ycars e for all other Trades :ﬂln cafe of‘_n:cctfft:éy;,_lelg
to fifteen, three Pence, four Pence, ix Pence. There Xt ' the Tuftices to preis S ‘

. Publick might order fIthe O i en of Work-men

occafion, and difpofc ©

and Trades-men }_vuhin

{cfactors mig
many condemncg I_V;a chained, obliged to work for

‘heir Circuir, to what Gal-

thould be fome peculiar Arts and Works, as the moft
wanted ¢ Befides,

neat and eafie, which fhould be, by Law, referved
for Familics that have had Eftates, and are, without |
their faule, fallen to decay, for Children whole Fa-
thers, and for Widows whofe Husbands had Em. B and their Lcgs being
ployments worth fifty or three {core Pounds a Year, | (ke Publick. AS for Servants:

or upwards, and are now beconme Poor, by the ofs Children fhould be pcrmittcd to marry before ,thcy

of the Head of the affli¢ted and defolate Family. were thirty of
| Thele '
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(hould be allowed by the I o ] :
y the 1.aw, tO live in their Fa. K'mdmd: and ﬂ'IOUId (cll fome patt to the Adepts, for

ther's Houleafterthey were fiftcen Years :
Ing oine Child, m cv{ry Houfe, to E:rlvcolllc:l: i)::cc:])t' the ufc of the Publick. : -
if they wanwd it 3 nor fhould any OF them | f‘-FIS, Sixthly, Touching Law and Phifick. All abules,
e fut. 1 them fhould be oformed.  The Government (hould
and Puyficians; Law

fered to work for thenfelves, from fifre -
Years, but fhould be nbligcd’during ltl:;?]til:)c ttl:r[;y Ive fer Stipends to Lawyers

‘Q md Phyfick ould coft nothing to the People; and

ed of havio

be eafily preferved. There is noths :
nours ought more to fludy, than tc}"nl:Eirlt::lai; ?1?1:)“- taken any Gifts, they fhov, ¢

the}r Pcople a jult equality as much as ;)ﬂ"btllg that take Bribery. A certib mumnber (_)f Phylicians
Without Juftice there can be no Charit anlzl ) 13 nd Lawyers hould be mainta.ned within a Circurr,
out that cxcellent Vertue, no true Chriﬁﬁnit ?.]lt -l .nd there fhould be Superintendents 10 the Naticn, to
few Nations then are Chriltian, tho thé byé C 1?‘:; have Infpection over hem. The fame Perfon mo_u]d
by that facred Name! Moft prerende Chru:‘:'c-. p:altife Phylick and Surgery, and the Mecdicincs
(cek to do God Service, in things far from thofm]?b hould be prepared at the fick Mnn'§, or at th_c next
has commanded ; and they pafs by Judgment - 3 charitable Houlfe, thofe of his own IFamily buying the
y al Drugs themfelves at the Drugfters, or at Ware-houfes

Mercy. They ftrain at a Gnat, the vile Gnoftick
they lay the firefs on nice Specu,latiorls, tfoa[i‘:?gﬁ::]},\;u’[ fer ap for that purpo('e by chal‘iﬁ\lﬁ: gﬁ;i&i&r:jssﬂﬂt:l&l;i

Quettions, and Strifes of Words ; : the Rich, or by the Adepts.
they judge they have hit on a n;orgliz’rg;::%:{n lfhat not be pt:rmittcd o make a Myftery of their AfL,
tion of thofe Obfcuritics than other Men andptif: B> for none fhould adminifter any Phyfick, of W
cry to the Humble and Vertous, ﬁand’ off. odi / the Ingredients were 1ot declared, except 1t WCrG,
Wretch, 1 am holier than thou, What! tho"thé Il((':,‘us bfolutcly, gratis. herefore they thould teach their
mel be {wallowed ? Tho thou walloweft in St - 8 Arg, to as many @s would learn ir, for the Relicf
fluities, or defirelt {o to do, and fcelt th fclllpcr- of Mankind: They tould, themfelves, preparc thp
y AcLow: Medicines, together with fome of the fick Mans
-nd a Servant or

creature Wi - .

ant the Comforts and Neceffaries of Lite, f wionds, Neighbours OF Soryants
riends, New .. ants,

(ician's, that tould affilt them.

and thou fay'ft he ought to have ' '
thou killeft or ftarveft the Illilocgl?t]ulfflzc?M'{ll'? Apprentice of the Phy .
the Juft, the Pious, the otontons. Perfon 3 Tl::' All Law fhould be expreffed 1 vulgar Language,
and in vulgar and intelligible Terms. The Subjects
nor ro be at any

thou hazardeft to fight apainft God, and rafhly op- Mould not 1 obliged to go far
ol M & :)1 ) T

l" & l‘- » .
poleft his Kingdom ? Babylon, Babslon! How cri- . Charges for ]u?"‘.'icc. Every NMan, the wronged Par-

minal and deceitful ? How many live in the mi ' ,
of thee, and f{ay they are thc]C'}iiizlt:sco%ngz‘:;ﬁ:}gdis ty's next Neighbours, of ary dwelling in the fame
1 leave them to God, and fhall cnly add Thqrn'} ] Streer with the Plainuf, hould b ¢bliged to do the
mighe be limited how much Lands any Man C'm“l{ 1 Office of Bailils, and upen refutal or negledt, fhould
poﬂ:?:rs; that :hofe that had too l;'ll"{l(_" 1 nl’ll:C (h Iti be conﬁdcmbly ﬁl’ll.‘d. Lawycrs that ﬂmuld g'VC A |
e a fhare, fhould 4 g1 Advice. Mould be an werable for 1t. Moft Law-
C .nd at a cerrain

diftribute part of them to fome of their Family and | e :
Killdréa ' yers hon!d decide n mo.t Caies; “ -
' diftance
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Jitance of fome Miles, there fhould be a Jud Man, -fhould work for him in Priion, 'till they had

Gdent. A Judge that fhould have given anjgpg:rg,t re{to;'cd rwo-fold the value of that which they ll:ag
or WICKe

ly and vifibly wrong Judgment, or that fhoul ken. Prifoners that were imprifoncd §
uld have Actions, hould have their Legs chained, and fhould

denied Juftice, fhould be feverely punifhed ; '
fhould be eafie, and of no chargz t% obrain aa'js(}g,:.t. be obliged to hard work. None fhould be idle, and,
much lefs, fuffered to be intunperate in Prifons. The

gence apainft him, and redrefs from the wrot .
g M Prifons fhonld be low Buildings, long and narrow,
ht fec the Prie

ftained by his unjultice,. On the other hand, the _

Judge thould feverely punith the Party that fhould ap." ‘and full of Grates, that every on¢ might

pear before him in a vifibly and palpably wrong § foners work. There (hould be Prifons for Women,

Cafe, when it were credible he faw what was righ diftinét and {cparate from thofe for Men. 1he i
. B Keepers or Goalers, that tould be convicted 10 be

and malicioufly and contentioufly refufed to do it :
This Enormicy fhould be punim}:‘.'d by tFine, Ig,[l,tri: Swearers, Drunkards, Gxrortioners, &e. fhould be
nade Slaves. Prifons hould not be the Debauchers

fonment, and corporal Punithment ; otherw;
would be no end of contentious Sl;its, and ;fc]::jcgrg B of the miferable, but rather Schools of Repentance
could never reft. No Perfon having Right of his .nd Vertue. All Strumpcts thac were caft into Pri-
Gide, thould ever be a lofer, or a fufferer in the lcaft; (on, fhould not go OUl from thence 'till they had
whereas now an innocent Perfon being falfly accufed’ fearned a Trade, and had got the habit of working
or unjultly brought before the Judges, tho’ afrer W and living honeftly. All Prifoners fhould be obl'ged
great difficulty his Innocence at laft, thro’ God’s Pro- o affift ar Divinc Service conftantly four rimes eve-
vidence, appears, he is yet half undone in his Eftate, .ry day ; and the ignorant fhouid be catechifed, and
and his Accufers, who appear to all the World to be made to learn perfectly their Catcch.im.
perjured Villains and Infidels, are let go unpunifh- Eighthly, Touchin Learning and Education. _
ing that from the Educarion and Learning of young

ed, ‘and they fhall not be made Examples nor be hin- !
Perfons and Children, depends in a high meafure not
d and verwcus

dred from doing the like mifchicf again, without he

purfue them on freth fcore, and make an end of ru- only the happine(s of having goo _

ining himfelf. Thefe ways will inevitably draw | Citizens and Subjects, (which is the greareft Fel.city

God’s \.Vrath upon a Nation, and will undoubredly that Chriftian Governours ¢ ] .

be punifhed with everlafting Curfe, without timely but alfo the happinels of the governed them{elves, 1n

amcnd_mcnt. Thrice bleffcd arc the Pcople, wholc this Life and the ncxt; :

GCod is the Lord, and who actually obfcrve his beft Books concerning Education 1o be fometime r_ead

Laws! , § yin Churches® Aad T would have (uch Regulations
Scventhly, Touching Punithments. There fhould made, that In{pection houldbe had over Parencs and

be but few Criminals, condemned to dic ; Moft of Mafters, to fec whether they difcharged themfclves

well of their Dutics rowards their Children, Scl:olars

them that are ordinarily punifhed with Dcath, fhould
be fentenced to be the Publick's Slaves for their lifc; and Servants in thar particular, For Mafters arc in-
theit Eftates being confifcated for the ufes of the Na- dubitably bound to rake care of the Chrittian Edu-

ton. Thofe that had ftolen any Goods from any cation of their Scrvants, s well as School-Mafiers
Man } arC
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Obfervators ovet them, to watch to all theit ‘Actions;

are to an{wer for that of their Schol :
olars, and Parents ond fof every Immorality, they mould be punithed

for that of their Sons and Daughters. Mt - ‘
Bht afters floul more than for -any other Fault: Thefe Rules thould
' .t and fmall. Latn

tl}erﬁmee btl:aufc tlugr Servants to read fome Portion @ 407 G rved T School
of the Bible ever ay, and if th T obferved in all Schools, gre |
’ i th ey had furcher time [l 2 OFt Senools Mould be difpofec W %2 many

s Forms Of Claffes. Every

to {pare them from ‘heir Bufinefs, fhould oblige them
Rooms and Apartments & |
iicular Mafter, as well as a

:1? uircrlitg, and learnffomcmhing ufeful by heart, but Clufis fould b _
oll no means fuffer tl be idle ; Idlenel: Afts (hou ave a pa
y em to be idle ; Idlenels ‘o avoid confufion: And the School

being the Mother of Corruption and S, B particular Room,
ption and Debauchery. P Blace in the Charch, appropriated for

Maiters that fhould be convicted of neglet herein fhould have @
tould be fined, difgraced and declared uncapable of J the Scholats to_fic in, in the vie¥
any truft, not difcharging themfclves of their Duty ned twice a Year, not by
in_ their own Familics, and thereby fhewing that
{hey have no Confcicnce, that they do nor fear God
and have no Chriftian Love or Concernment for their |
Fellow-Chriftians, or Fellow-Creatures. But if it be , \
the Duty of Mallers, 10 habituate their Scrvants to been negligent in thei
had not learncd the things that arc tO
“ i hould be turncd out.

live vertuoufly and religioufly 5 it is much more in-

cl:‘ml{‘ffm upon Parents, to train up their Children in :

the Way they fhould go. They fhould, therefore ' : ms

in the Firlt placc, rcach them the Principles of Picty ;.‘ ’fome value, a;‘apom;cgi f ofe that excellec} in the

Secondly, Not ufc (hem to any Pride and Vanity knowledge of Relglon, and Human { earning, O
» B encourage and excite Scholars. For che fame realon,

Delicacy or Effeminacy, but bring them up in the
greatelt Plainnels, to make them, by ufe, hardy,
and manly, moderate, and inclined to look upon thet
Inferiours as Brethren, and upon all Mcn as cquals
the mainj Thirdly, Caufe them to learn what It
is neceffary Perfons of their Condition fhould know,

and cfpecially accullom them never to be idle, but
o love to be always employed in fomething that

may be ufeful to (hemfelves, and to the Society. The

Clark, 1n every Parifh, or fome other Perfon, thit,

fhould be paid by the Adepts, hould teach all Chil-

dren to read, write, aud caft nup Accompts, without - |
cofting any thing to the Parents. Above all, Matters inake Specches or Declativy, -
thould be charged to take carc, chiefly, that their EFY"Laé‘S\;age’d aga“‘lf‘ all Vices
Scholars fhould not contrack vicious [labi - | (in order) an in the pr
5 Habits, as of 1 they fhould recite them evet
* D

private

Prophancnefs, Lying, ¢3¢, they fhould fet
Obler-
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Month, all Strangers, that would, being admitted to he Scp b“k Confrstusion. . 47
hear ‘cm, the beft of tl:ofr,a Speeches in the Year be feflors, and the Bible in Hebrew. The third Ycar,-'
ing to be printed, and to win a Premsum ; and a; B they (hould read Aftronomy, Philofophy, Mathema-
every Remove to the Univerfity, the beft Scholars. B . - full, Laun and Greck Authors,
without partiality, fhould have {ome Penfion allow- The fourth Year, they fhould ftudy fome Body of
ed them by the Adepts, the Examiners being upon Divinity, d Phyfick, and read the Bible with
cheir Oath. No Scholar, that could not live at phis * , . then they fhould rake their firft De-~
own charge, fhould be fent to the Univerfity, if he @ ¥ ' i xaminers, upon their Oath, found them
were not extraordinarily learned, in all the tl;ings o B © be learned in all things which they were to be
be learned at School. They fhould not be admitted 8 vught, by the Orders and Conftitutions of the Col-
at the Upivcrﬁties, without a long and ftri¢t Examis '-'
nation, in every particular. The j fot

Y ce fhould be puo- and Phjﬁck, accotrding to theif Defigns, in the beft .

fick Examiners, maintained for that pu '
Adepts. Such ftrict and rigorous Regm';%pgﬁsb%oﬂg B Method and Order. Then if thear were fgund by the :
be made, that none but the beft Scholars fhould have Examiners (O be actually good Proficients, they
the Preferments of the Univerfities. All thofe that hould take their fecond degrce s for the firlt fhou}d
thould have fome Preferment, fhould print fomething i to go into Orders, G T practife -
?’ETY SYlfa]r' m?fe or lefs, upon fome ufeful Subject | ned § °“‘}. mm‘l}d Pe 4 {“m‘:‘c"& i’
e Scholars tor the " W Ti alified for prefent Lrc erment, and ';
firlt feven Years, fould o¢ ' aminers ﬂ\guld be at leaft as exact ’|

publickly examined at every Year’s end; and thol
that fhould not be found to be proﬁcicn’t ennoughoi:;=

that Year’s learning, fhould be ;
back one Yecar, haff a Year, or d*iﬁ;aflfsy ahnail I::_t_ | s " Yofe their Places. In order 1O
deemed the loft Time ; and they fhould be punifhed in Scholars, that could not other-
with the Impofition of numerous Exercifes, The firft | ifc lve. i Univerfity, there fiould be
Year, befides the bottom of Rhetorick and begin , ' according  tO their Degrees,
nings of Logick, they fhould chiefly read all the beft irs. Tuitions and Iedtures fhould
Y arin and Greek Authors, and modern Hiftory, and | i the Scholars, Befides the publick.
they fhould make Exercifes in the vulgar Tongtic as | ercifes, there fhould be particular
well as in Latin, that their Stile might be corrected, | ' ces. conftantly, all the Year, 1N
and that they might be taught to exprels themfclvc;' €V dre; and the Profeffors thould be main=
fimply and naturally. They fhould alfo be ufed LZ Y A cheaper Way of living than
:VCW day to I%tr‘grn omethinlE by heart, and frequent- i in .(’ 'I?;.“ld la‘: P{:{V‘ded {0" Si‘;‘olérsvait-
to recite Difcourles, i ' ' ey fhould not have Tt -
in Publick, this, and the fix Cook an¥l » Butler, who making ad

ollowing Years, The fecond Year the fhould go
through Logick and Ethicks, ftill rcadizg the bgft

Latin and Greek Authors, thorow, with their Pro- |
. 'feﬂ"orrs, , ' £ Knoglefge, by making Lea::;
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ing chargeable, and there indring many trom ftua | : |
dysin wsho thaps are myoﬂz fir fo% it. "’I‘he Bbat}d ful in all the parts &f ]i'gal:m:[glio)waei[ ?Ogno:; ?’gnl(]izi
fhould be fixed ar a certain Rate: Ten Pounds a | aken that Degies, | oM o difnofed of (o fome Pre-
Year for fome, twelve Pounds for others, fifteen by the Adepts t'llh ¢ ﬂ‘:’ crled Lgnﬁ.m]y exercife his
Pounds for Bachelors, twenty Pounds for Fellows. § ferment, where 18, O(P tes. as well as io inferiot
There fhould be feven Profcflors to every Colledge: { Calling. In the U"gvefl“;-ee;rs and of all Colledges
One 10 read always to the firk Year, another to the | Schools, Scho#s b PT to fit in, in their Church,
fecond Year, ¢§¢c. The Scholars fhould be at leaft- frould .have pubh.Ck C oalfeg os Yea'rs and Seniofity 3
«wo hours in the Morning, and two hours in the Af- } according XO thcg Obergatt;rs of every Colledge,
ternoon with the FProfeflors, and two hours after | and there fhould be in time ::r who were abfent.
Supper for religious Exercifes, when fhould be con- 0 mark who Cami® ¢ Cafes’ (hould be the Impofi- :
flamly expounded fome Chapters of the Greck Te- ‘ . and *f thofe were not duly ,=
ftament, both by the Profeffors, and the Scholars, ¢ 1d follow publick Admonition 3 '1
Grotius de veritate Religionss Chriftiane, Dr, Hammond's \ “' !
Practical Carechifin, &c. The Profeffors fhould bring |
up Students of Divinity in the beft Method of making §
Sermons, fhould give them Texts ro explain, an§ i ecoms of their Mony. All .
hould always criticife and corret their Difcourfes ; hed before the Univerfities, fhould |
and they fhould teach them to confer with all forts of | the Sgrmons preag cbl_ k charge. Neceffary Recrea- '
Parithioners that may fall under their care, as the, ,he printed at the ﬁm 13 : butg Idlenefs an? Liberti-
7 Superftitious, thofe that are Irrcligious, and follow a uon fhould be 2 fml:“ Colledge at undue hours, or at
Ba!i}c courfe of Life, the Diffenters, thofe that are | nifm, going out O the <@on gDrun]u:nne('s Fighting,

troubled in Mind, the afflicted, the fick, and the like @ 2% “C0 withoue it feverely punif'd, and ab-
that require the Vifits and Counfels of Minifters; that ! Swea_l;mghﬂ‘?luld ep?:ces . fine, for the bringing
ey might be ready for fch Occafons, The Dev § L)' perons of Quality. a8 o8t 108 v, and

i 'J'Lh'---

lars, who often, perhaps, carc not what they coft

ﬁ-'-‘.‘ r - - - -

¥ rees fhould be of no charge at all to the Scholars, : . wife. fo regulated, and
u, cinflead of ot tthScholars flould gualttie c_lemtcas. d cha?m;lod lﬁaul::,w'}‘erfﬁpcganceg, and all the
| chemfelves well for their Degrees, and truly de- igglzieesco, i) 1ctyg S ld be exadly oblerved by all;

hat were ‘ntended for the vere

ferve them by their univerfal Learning, Scholars
.‘ (ons, fhould not be the

of different Colledges fhould take their Degrees in
different Months, thofe enly of one Colledge, or at !
moft of two being examined at the fame time; and |
they fhould be examined publickly, during feven |
days, in their vulgar Tongue fome days, and fome |
other days in Latin, that they might be obliged to |
know how to exprefs themfelves well in both Lan- ';
guages, Eve after of Arts, (that could not live |

of his own Eftate, and that were altually very sl}ili- |
. . al

1s of Debau-

ing them the liberty of idly {pending
begging, but 1in providing the
Dbfiging all that are in health an

P 3
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; %’e!r. the meaneflt and
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kifs .each other, apd Truth and Equity flourih

Earth. Tlgc Rich fhould not on‘l';:r1 en}'oy the ac?vllon'l
tage of their p_rcfe‘nt Riches, but the fatisfaCtion and
tranquillity arifing from the Confideracion of baving

- done their Duty, and che comfort of fecing all Men,

their Fellow-Creatures, and Fellow-Chriftians, well

provided for ; they would be in no fear, thar any of

theirs (hould ever want Neceflaries, if, thro' any mif-
fortune they came to lofe their Eftates, being fure

of an ample Provifion made for their living. The |

Trades-men and  Artificers wonld have perpetual

caufe to love and praife the Rich, who gave them 1}

plenty, . and rendred their life comfortable. 0
that were difabled to work, being furnithe: w;fl:]aﬁ
the Things neceffary for them, bolng ..icwed twelve
Pqn;e a day,_ or whatfoever were fuitable to their
former _Condmon, their Deferts, and their prefent‘
Neceflities ; tlze whole Society would pnrfake of the
temporal Felicity, promsfed to the praCice of Godli-
nefs and the Obfervation of the Precepts of the Go-
_ | id poorelt Perfons being well.
leffed Times! Thrice bleffed State, truly aggreeable
to the Defign of Chriftianity ! Some will object
that our Saviour faith, That his Kingdom was not
to be of this World, and that there fhounld be always
poor People. T anfwer, We fhall have always Per-
{ons whom we muft relieve and take care of ; bue it
doth not follow that we ought nor to do it plentiful-
ly, in a Chriftian-manner, and according to Chriftian-
charity : And tho' our Saviour defign'd not to Reign
and Triumph perfonally upon Earth, with the Pomp and
outward Glory of the Kings of this World, and ex-
prefly declared fo much to them, that they might be
fatishied, therc.was no reafon for them to be jealous
of him ; yet his meaning was not, that he would not
have Men be ruled by his Laws, the Laws of right
Reafon and Wifdom ; indced he woyld force nq
" Body,

*
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| of Profperity, to B1Y6,

93
and thefe ‘
God’s
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dy, but by the Motives of Religion 3
E:)c ¥he Mcaﬁ?rcs that true Philofophers take.

Servants reprefent the Duties of Re

do not conftrain them tO obferve ‘em,

they will not obferve ‘em, they

Provifion be made for the Poor, excepe Adepts actu~
ally do it T anfwer, Something might be done to~

wards the matter, according to Mens pre
Rich Men fhould not think It below them,
Overfeers for the FPoor, and fhowld not trult the
Poor's Mony to mean Rogucs, who make no con-
(cience of Sacriledge. A Law might be epaQed, to
hinder all Parifh-Meetings from being ar all expen-
five ; it being a frame, that the Officers fhould f¢
.t the Poor’s charge, moft of whom in the mean time
are rcady to ftarve. Means mould be thought of, to
render it abfolutely impofiible for Officers to do any
wrong 3 the Boxes and Chefts, in which they did
take the Collectinns, and receive the Parithioners
Charity, fhould be of Jron, and carefullzr lock.?d,'
like thofe that are ufually carried about for Prilo<
ners: and they fhould be obliged to give their Ac-
counts. very frequently : Thofe that fhould be con-

i Sacriledge, fhould be moft exemplarily pu-
vicked of Sacriledge would have greater encou-

ligion to all Men;
but if

to do

at to the ufe 1o which he intended 1t

Dying Perfons might be }gerfuaded to leave Legacics

to Hofpitals and Alms- oufes, be ex-
horted Eo ir. fceing that Charicy covereth 2 multitade

of Sins, and that good Works of this kind may there-

fore be highly available, tho’ there be no Purgarory

2" In fine, if fome Shillings in the Pound

have been given feveral Years (ucceffively to make

AVar, it would not be impoffible, after fome time

for onc Year, one Shilling In
the

__
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The Sophick Conflitution. .
the Pound for the Relief of Chrift's Members.  God,

no doubr, expedts that Men thould do for him what

they are able ; otheswife, he will do nothing for them. |

be made by rich |
Chrittians in favour of the poor, he will one day res |
quire from them. There are many things ftill, which |
chere would be great reafon I fhould infift upon; but }
it being high time to draw to a conclufion, I fhall

croud together the Summaries of what might remain

All the Laws therefore that may

further to be cnlarged, this fhort Reprefentation being

buc the Chaos of the Sophick Conftitution,

Kingdom among Men. Therefore,

Tenthly, Touching
Buildings,
the State and Riches of the Society,

neceffary Expences and Vanitics, an

ceived large Prefents in
ed in the fourth Head,

and .mixed with the reft of the Soldiers, to whom

they fhould teach their Trades.

They

fhould exer-

cile in the Difcipline of War onc day of the Wecek,
for the Grandeur and Security of the Nation. The
other five work-days fhould be fpent in building
Churches and Hofpitals, making Fortifications on the

Fronticrs, paving all
paved here by the Romans,
building Towns and Cirics.

own, or except he purchafed 1t,

the grearer encouragement
and ftrong, fccing it fhould remain to

the High-Ways as they werc
and repairing, and ¢
No Man fhould be &
towed to build a Houfe, except the Ground were hts
that he might have
to makc the Houfe firm
his Family af-

rer him : whereas now Houfes are built too flightly.

1 would have Cities
the Strects {iraight, broad, and equal ;

and Towns built {quare, all

{q thar there
fhould

e Publick,

f-

or of God’s

Order and Policy in Cities, |
and Commerce ;3 Touching the improving |
reventing un-
reforming all ¢
bad Cuftomns as much as,poflible. If the Adepts re- |
the Free-gift-Office, mention-
I would have half the Ma-
fons and Carpenters in the Land litted, under condi-

tion of good Wages, to the Service of th

The Sophick Conjtitution.

mould be no Lanes nor Allies, but the Streets thould

alike ; all the Houfes hould have Piazza’s as you
l[?ci: at Co;cm—Gardcn, and under thofe Piazza's fhould

be {uffered no Sedans Of Chairs to be carrie_d, no
Torters to go With their Burdens, no Lackics nor
Children to play to difturb and hindcr the By-gocrs,

ror fmall Retailers chere to expofc their Wares, and
| mmetry and Conve-

he Paffage, or § oil the St
gi(:.'Irchty e(:if the BPlacc 5 Pwhcrcf'nre they fhould be clofe
by the Pillars: Next the Piazza's, in the Street

ould be referved a Walk for the Porters, £5¢. which
Srones, and fenced

Walk fhould be paved with broad Sto
with Pofts, at an equal diftance, againft Horfes, &e.
be for Horle-men,

The middle of the Sereet fhould
Carts, and Coaches: The Strects fhould be paved
with choice, (mooth and cven Srones, and every

Houfe fhould every day that
part of the Sereet before it to the Kennel, under fome

Penalty ¢ Crofs-way, 1n the middle, and end of eve-
'r;nStrg'ct, or abo?u the diftance of every hundred

Yards, fhould be builc from the Piazza’s of onc fide

of the Streer, to the Diazza's of the other fide, a
Coaches to go

. d of finall Bridge, high enongh for
E:?dcr; it fhould gbe broad, as the breadth of the
Piazza's; it fhould have fair and large Steps to go

up, like the fmall Bridges over the Channcl by Flees-
ﬂr:.'ct; and it fhould be for the conveniency of thofe

that go a Foor, 10 crofs the Strecr, without being
hindred or _ and Carts, Oc.

There fhould be fome By-ftrcets w
Coach-houfes and Stables,

fuffered to be built in the ot _
Form caufed {ome snrervals between Towns,

by a River-fide, and the River, thofc Plarts of Ground

tould be made beauriful Walks, for the Publick ; and

:f the River ran thro” part of tllc Town, the Houfes

and Buildings, on both fides th‘

)
1

i

!

] ; H‘I
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8 be asked, which way could 2 fufficient Fund be pro-

” along of the fame height, and ecquall :
| 1 'rhe Shops fhou]d not bg d;ep’ butqlong): &?ﬁt;lgfe:;: vided, for {o much xpence, as the mo& Paf[ of I'.his
way parallcl to the Street, that they mi ht be light- § would rcquireP 1 aniwer, There are feveral wa¥s,
fom, notwithftanding the Piazza's. All Houfes thould § (0 improve the Riches of the Society, (ufficiently for
have a Garden of an equal bignefs, belonging to 8 this : Firlt, By granting publick Subfidies and Taxes
them; that the Air of Towns and Cities fhould not ¥ o that end : Secondly, BY the Rich, that were well
be choaked, as it 1$ ordinarily. Every one fhould { difpofed, their (ending, frecly, Prefents, according to
4 vot have the liberty to live in the Metropolis that A their Abilitics, t0 the Government, for thofc and the
would ; bur that Priviledge fhould be adminiftred ] fike ufes: ThArdly, By dying Men leaving Legacie
according to the Govern o Direction: All unnecef- for the fame purpofe Fourthly, By ieroving ands
{acy Perfons fhould be obliged to remove 10 ome A the beft advantage . F.fibly, By obliging all Per-
ﬂ other place. Brew-houfcs, Glafs-houfes, Pot-houlcs \§ (ons to exercife fome Calling, or Employment ufeful
1! Cdndlc.makcrs’ £9¢. thould be placcd ;t tWO Milé; t to the SOCiCty: Sixthly, By hind_ering all Frauds and
' diftance, at leaft, from Cities and Towns, by the Unjuftices in Commerce : And Lattly, By prevents
River-fide. Wood mould be burnt ever; where Y in all unneceffary Expenc .
fome part of the Ycar. No Corps thould be buried M Sy . :
pearcr than half a Mile of every Town. There ; God would not_fail, on his part, tOE‘ d ,
thould be common Shores, which every Houfe fhould Bleffings on a Nation {0 Pioufly and hriftianly dif2
be obliged to make ufe of, to carry off all the Im- ; pofcd. As for 1mproving Lands, it is certain that 1t
Cundicities of the Publick, In moft Strcets there ' “might be done to a greater advantage for the Publick
thould be publick Houfes of Office. which fhould be | than it is, if Parks and Commons, and all unculti=
kept clean, thofe that fcul'd them being fined ; th ofe j' vated Grounds were _cultivat'ed and husbanded ¢ And,
’ 4 every Body being obliged to concur, to the beft of
' | of the Publicky

[~ o

o e o . e~

tould be fincd alfo, that thould make watcr in the d

Strects 3 that _undcccncy not being to be (uffered: A | her che 2 vanta%e ho. follow!

‘I:f])mmon Sentinel fhould be fct to tand before thofe | againit thole, W 3’ 0 Owgllg

oo St Sl B e | oo SR ol e
{ v ri ’ and able to do infinite-

neat. No Perfong extraordinar frightful and dc-
formed, thould be (uffered to goyin tlgie Streets, ﬁ?cch .
ije(;ﬁs ftriking w‘i{’h horror the Beholders, and be-
ing dangerous to Women big with Child ° . e
miferable Perfons were not gable to mgglntairllftilhc?lgf tifully double the Inhabitants. =
felves, by reafon of their Confinement they fhoul i vand have no near Relations, hould be exhorted tO
be raken into fome Hofpital, built for that purpofe fettle, before they dicd, their Darks and uncultivate
Thefe and the like Regulations tould be made P ifi 1 ed Lands- upon the Publick. Houfes might be pre
had Power, as you have fuppofed 3 and it may’feem 1 pared to receive all the Children that Particulars
indeed ftrange that moft of them have not been made ‘ s_vould {cnd, which (hould be employed al] their life
| in the Publick’s Scrvice, The Unjuftices in\% il
ays

by moft Nations of themfelves, before now, It will
~ be

e Country where the




|
|
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ways ordinarily practifed in Trading, o the dam-
nifying of the Society , (hould be abfolutely hindred
by wholfom Laws, and Cheating, Swecaring, and cven
nreafonable overrating in Sclling fhould be punifhed,

temembring that light
Purfe.  Thus a_ll fit Mecans fhould k)c ufed

v6 render every Man Rich, and make him live
| All Children fhould

¢ brought up fo as to be firong and hardy, and to
e content with what 1s (ufficicnt, and 1s moft fit
¢o make them vigorus in Body and Mind ; for by
¢hat means, they fhall be Richer, with fifty Pounds
o Year, than they would be with Two undred ,
being brought up Delicately and Effeminately ,
thereby making many (uperfluous Things neceffa-
1y to their Happincs ; wherefore Parents cannot do

worfe for their Children, nor do any thing morc
Unchritian, than to give them an effemninate Edu-

cation, becaufe in making many fuperfluous Things
neceffary to them, by Cuttom, they oblige them to -
make their Portion too big, and confcquently that of |

others too little 3 they ufe them to defpife, and tread
ander other Men, and to think highly of themfclves,
and imagine that {o they fare well themfelves, it is no
matter for others; and then they reduce them to the
necefity, in cafe their Eftates chro' any accident fail
them, either to be miferable :n the want of their f{u-
erinduced Neceffaries, or to Damn their Souls to
obrain thofe Things by any Means. But if it be ne-
ceffary that Children be ufed to Temperance and
Simplicity, and to a bufy and laborious Life 3 there
:s no lefs neceffity, that Men always continue in the
{ame Habit of Living.  For Moderation, Induftry,
and Charity are always neceffary, in order to prefent
and future Happincls. Men fhould then, 1n fome
Mealure, bear one another’s Burdens ; concur, in their

(everal Starions, to do the affairs of the Jociery, caré-
fully

Gains, in Commerce, make |
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B fully and diligentlﬁ, according to their (everal Capa-
t

cities 3 and deny

' mfclves thofe Things which would

be prejudicial to the Felicity of the whole Body.
Therefore all unncceflary Trades fhonld be abolifhed,

l .d unneceffary Expenfes {] pared ,
better Purpofes.  All

broidery, nor the like; o, clfe,

4 have them ,
%; Revenues.

Mony, proved to have been

d ficated for the ufc of the Publick.

often exhorred againft Delicacies,

1
!

Houfe Furniture fhould
8 There thould be no fuch thing as Fringe, Lace, Im-

All Playing for Mony ,
A wuch Time is loft, and o many Familics arc ruined,

mould be forbidden under fevere Penalttes, and the
played, fhould

to be apglied to
e plain.

hofe that would

tould be fined the fourth parc of their

by which fo

be con-
Mecen fhould be
and excefs in Bat-

4 ing and Drinking ; for if too much be allorced for this,
here will be too little left for Charity ; befides that

« is a Shame ro make a God of onc's Belly, like
B Brute-Bealts, which know of no other Pleafures than
thofe of Scnfuality. To abolifh the ufe of Tobacco,

Snufh, &c.

g Fines.
§ Penalties, to make fumpuous

‘hofe that were not already ufed to them

4 fould be forbidden them, under the Penalty of large

Men fhould alfo be forbidden, under the like
Feafts, or to ufe Treats

i Vifits ; for by that means, Glutrony and Drun-
kennels are countenanced and brought into Fafhion,

and while fome Surfeit with Meat and Drink, others

d are rcady to Perith. You will fay, Holpitality is &
8 Vertue: I anfwer, it is not a Verwc 1o provoke on¢
another to excefs, nor to make extraordinary Expene

8 ces for the Belly,

. B of Power to give fufficient Wages

and thereby put one another out

to Workmen, and

colicf to the helple(s : It is mocking God and Men,

§ 10 call Partiality and Unjultice,

1 Glurtony a Vertue, of Luxury

Drunkennefs and
and Effeminacy no

1 Vice * Invitations and Feaftings are {carce cver withs

| outr exce(s : But if he chat comes,

betwixt Meals, to.
(ce
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- fce thee, happens then 1o be Hungry or a Thirft, thot § - pot all the coftly and ridiculous Pomp at the Fune-
&= may'ft préfent to him a piece of Bread, and a draught § rals of every one of the Family that goeth out of the
f of Drink, which will fuffice if he want it, but there @  World ; if there be not Carnivals at Chriltnings, as
‘¢ no neceflity thou fhould'ft car and drink thy {clf,§  well as a Weddings ; if the Wife have not fincr
and needlefly confunie what others may want ; where- @  Cloths and Furniture than her Neighbours ; if at
fore: that fach uncharitable and injurious Good-FeRfll * cvery Vific the Houfe be ‘not metamorphofed 1nto an
lowhips be prevented, they thould be punithed by the @ [nn, Gc. the Man is defpifed and afironted, and mult
| Laws: True Hofpitalit%r) mould be known to conyR ook for no reft s If he will comply to all this, he 1s
g fitt in providing for the oftiture and Affti¢ted, takin perpetually ‘ormented with' care how to

-: care of Children and Widows, the Lamec and che Blind, @ faft as it is wanted ; he is often in d:
the Poor, the Sick, and old Perfons, and being al- @ 1aid up in Prifon, and in fine, he . :
ways ready to give Meat and Drink to thofethatwant @  fition of leaving his Family deftitute. This is the
it~ To that end, Temperance and Frugality fhould | - mifchief of thofe Expences, which feem innocent 1n !
be judged to be indifpenfibly neceflary Vertues; Chri- @ the Eyes of the World ; but the thould be prevented {

ftians therefore fhould be always Frugal and Tempe. @ 2nd hindred by the Fathers of the People, It will be '{

rare, and fhould not {pend the fuperﬁuities of their § objcdl:cd, That we read of Saints who have made fump- ;

Efares in Fealting and Riorting, as is become (o ordi- @ tyous Feafts, and that our Saviour Lim(elf affifted at 1

nary, inftead of employing to the bet Advantage of ® one, in Cana of Galilee. 1 anfwer, Thatinfallibly our

the Publick what they can fparc,  What more o 8 Saviour approved nor of Glurtony and Drunkenncfs,

non than to confume at a Wedding what might f'ufﬁ-1i § hio he thought good to be prefent at that Occafion, to

. ciently maintain a Family mo t parc of the Year; @ make a Miracle, thathis Inftructions afterwards might ;
' and, for ordinary People, ‘to Spend at a Chriftening 8 pear a greater weight : He had a regard to the Circum- i

' more than they frecly beftow upon the Poor in all their @ fances of Men; and cheir Capacitics to receiye his Do- !

» e R ven a5 Burials, fo much is Spent vainly and § @rin: The World had its Childhood and Infancy, du-
meedlefsly, as would be very advantageous, if put o } ring which many things might be winked at, and many
good ufes : Thus, unneceffarily creating to themfelves B j1owances made : But now that the

fo many occafionsof Expences, Men make themfclves @ qjop js publickly oltablifhed, which exhorts us 1o fell
poor and unable to do any thing for the Publick, they | - .

‘. _ |
B are always on the Rack for Mony, and they, as it
| were, nccc{ﬁr'atc themfelves to have reco;r{'e ;lo evil any to employ the beft part of his ‘
! Ways, to injure and cozen others, anc i fic- w0 B, et and drink, and be drunken, not Cariip what fhare

_padwn c? "3,"“"‘ thc;& Souls, “l’; fup ﬁ’ly 9 [t)h ecriraf:p I‘;w “sthers have of the Neceffaries and Comforts of Life?
1;:_ uced Wants. anyhareb ro;,S_ 1; tt:d frosl; lM"llZ‘ B That is as liwle Chriftian, asicis for rich Mcn wfrlp)c:ggd
this means 5 many a1 th.c"c Y Ao B the World their abundance in keeping 3 great number © s
rying, and having any tong O ' 7 with Lie and Horfes.” If there were no morc Horfes and Dogs

B et e v T, A ’
.H'ﬁ-.._,".hh" B _

- . h—“'

feeing it is fo hard a marter 10 live in it, For if they |} - ablourcly neceffary 3 if it Was 0ot only
kecp Aot up the old expentive Cuftoms 3 if there be l;ecl:rth?r]tzg al:uf enjovnt:c{ to every Zme ro deftroy all wild
no | ' B Fowls

- —— el Wil et il & T
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Fowls and wild Beafts, as much as poffible ; there |
woald be more Corn, more Fruir, more Sheep and | Xf thou the goodnefs of thy Cloths doft prize
Cows ; and confequently a betcer Provifion for the By ¢hine own UJe, and not by othersByes 5
generality of Men. If this be not regarded If (only fafe from Weathers) thot canft Dwell,

’ In & fmall Houfe, but a convenient Shel 3

where is Chriftian Charity ? Bue Mecn {eem to
be ignorant Dboth of the Publick Intcreft, and If thou without a Sigh, or Golden Wifh,
of the Duties of Charity ; for inftead of going : Canft look upon thy Beechen Bow! and Difb:
. If inthy Mind fuch Power and Greatnefs be,

sbout to enrich the Publick, and contriving to ' 7 g
make every one live cafily and plentifully, they take The Perfian King's @ Slave compar'd with Thee,
| (Abr, Cowley.)

a1l manner of ways to render themfclves uncapable of

being helpful to others, indulging a Thoufand un- |

tcafonablg Appetitcs. and facriﬁgcing all they ’;'aac}remtlo ] thofe Excefes thould by no mcans be hindre_d s for
‘heir Pleafure and Vanity, fo thar inftead of being by them, only, abundance of Artizans gt their Live-
Rich and able to do much good, they are always Poor tihood, who fhould otherwife Starve. 1 Anfwer, the
and can fcarce fupply their own contrived Wants more is the Pity, that In Chriftian Nation it
All thofé things thercfore which are fuperfiuous anci 8 can get their Livelihood by nothing but Exceffes and
caufe unneceffary Expences fhould be forbidden by Vanities: This furely fhould be amended by a Peo-
exprels Laws.  Even cxcefs in Cloths and Apparel le t(;lat will be called Chriltian. Ways_fhould be

ound,

i gt el - el e —

i
¥,

' ; : 12 ohe live in follow! honeft ;s
i b b el | e b M Bl
» ' ® ° cxercife neceffary Trades, as ave faid, fhould DE ,'

thould be Fined. Thofe that would we: ines - :
Jewels, long Wigs, and longer Garme::srttg:lnf’: noet,'. enabled to get, at leaft, eighteen Pence, or two Shil-
ceffary ; and Women «hat would have Ribbons, high 1 lingsa Day; and whereas fome Perfons have not been
Drefs, long Trains, and the like, (hould be Tz;'xecf a brought up to laborious Callings, but were ufed to get
confiderable part of their Revenues for it, Jt is the their Living eafily by the vain Expences of the Rich,
greatelt Imprudence and Folly, to put eight Yards the cafieft and neatelt Works, thatarc ufeful to the So-

' {4 cicty, might, as I have sberved, be referved forthem:

of Cloth, for inftance, where Four will do ;- that
which s (uperfluous, and confequently needlefs, might
be employedto fome good ufe; what f{erves only onc
Man, might fuffice for Two. * But fome will fay,

All the Farms might be abared of a third of thelr
afual Rents, by Law, that many might proﬁta_bly
follow that way of living And that Farmers might

be enabled to let I .abourers, Work-men and Artl-
In fine, all Men, of all

R
" : Zans ge& enough by tgem: n fnes T a3
Y/ 'yt : : honeft Callings, woul rhus be rich, and hve eafily
’ Z%”M_j Mf”be free » ‘1is your chief Wifb, you J9, and lentifulh% if ac the fame 1me, they were hin=
I;,;w " F zip sz thee, Friend, thc certain way : . dcrecf, by Chriftian and wholfom Laws, fO {pend
H’b;l:;; b::'g:’;”rgf{t;m Igvj} ‘;0 8 d  \heir Mony in Vaities and unneceffary Things, and
S od does Bread as bome' beftow 5 {1 were obliged to maintain their Fat?:ilieg plainlyfand
honeftly, and to bring © A1 their Children to iome
thole ne _ > PE 2 ufeful

____‘
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nfcful work; by which means, knowing of no (uper- 0 by Law not 10 ufe Compliments, and particularly
fiuous and f“l"-“'i"d“cCd Neceffaries, they fhoul be not to puil off the Har, (fecing that by thefe Cere-
Mafters of their own Happinefs, without flavifhly de- d  monies {o great a refpect of Perfons has been had, to
pending on other Men. To object, that the Vani- 3 the humbling and mortifying of the Foor, fome of
vies and unneceflary Expences of Men bring in the § whom have the greatelt merit, and deferve the
Revenuc of Governors, WeErc unreafonable, feeing | moft Refpect 5) and, efpecially, 10 {ay Theu to_any
that that might be provided for by betrer means. if A Perfon, fecing We fay it to God himfelf. No Chri-
5 you {ay, that that is cafie 1n Common-wealths, where 1 ftian fhould wear Liveries, that making too great 2

berween Men, and all Chriftians profel-

fing to be Fellow-Servants to the (ame Malter. Maf-
querading, and difguifing of Men hould be punifhe
ed. And there thould be fevere Laws made againft

ol obfcenity and : amodefty.  All Women thould
even be obliged to weat Handkerchicfs clofe to their

Necks, under confiderable Penalues. For if we would

=P
=)
o
L
0
=3
o)
o

_ the Charges arc not fo great; I anfwer, that by the
? Expedients all along mentioned, Princes and Subjects
may live plentifully and happily: And then, {uppo-
Gng that Adepts, or the Free-gift-Office, were he pful
to a Prince, there would be no colour left for that
Objection. But if all Men were not to be reftrain-
ed, by Laws, from Vanities and unneceflary Ex-

pences, At lcalt, Minifters, Lawyers, Phyficians, Ar- 8  havea Reformation in the weighty Matrers, the lef-

cizans, Soldiers, and ordinary Peoplc (hould., But 1 {fer Things mould not be negle(‘:kcd. This Mhall fuf-

+f thofe Nations that are called Chriftian would be fice to fhew You what Conditions I would re-
Chriftian indced, they fhould make Chriftian Con- | quite. |

ftitutions, and fitlt of all (hew their good Will there- ~ @ - Cit. When that Philofopher comes, who 1s O

to, by forbidding at lealt mere Vanities, as powder- come in the Spirit of Elias, as Your Chymical

ing and plating the Hair, wearing of Silver or A  PBooks do promife, probably he will thus reform ma-
Gold, and the like, exprefly fpoken againtt in Scrip- : ny Things. _ \
ure. The Teachers of Humilicy fhould not fuﬂgr : phil. So Adepts (ay ; and then, po_mbly, will be
themfelves to be called Reverend, Venerable or Emi- apain fulfilled, in this ¥¢ gard, that Sayng, _Th‘“ God

nent, Fathers nor Rabbi, Were I an Adept, and | <hufeth the foolif, the weak and bafe Things of the

to negotiate an Agreement, I would propofe tEis con- World, Things which are defpifed, and cven Things

which are not, that no Fleth fhould glory 1n his Yre-

fence, 1 Cor. 1.275 2.8, & 29 | o
cis. Bxcept God be pleafed to intervene, it is 10

be feared, in the Difpofition the generality of Men
' are in, ncither Elias nor the Adepts would be welcome

to reform the World ; Far trom 1T,
phil. When Mcen come into the other World, my

dition, That no Man mould be called Lord ; for we
have one Lord, who is in Heaven.  There mult
be diftintions among Men, it is ordinarily faid. Let
it be fo; there may be the fame that are now in ufc,
without giving the Title of Lordfhip to any: Man. A
Knight, a Baron, may be called by thefc Names, 1n

(peaking to them, and that with as much refpect, as ‘ _
was fhewn to a mighty Monarch, when called only dearelt Friend, they will be hombl{ a(hamed of that

by this appllation, O King, Dan, 2. 4 If I was then Difpofition. To the juft Tribuna of God, then,

to negotiate, I would have it to be cxprefly allowed | wife Men will cie hem n’l‘hey will then Wik “ﬂiﬂ
by | - 3 |
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had never injured Vertue. O God, thou wilt pro-
tect thy People, and blefs thine Inheritance! Thou
wilt fend down Fire from Hcaven, and confume thine
Enemics! Thou wilt cxemplarily punifh thofe that
moleft thy Servants, and hate thy Name !

Cit. As thing are now, do you think it actually
poffible for a Nation publickly to prepare a Houfe

for the Adepts, in cafe there be fuch Men 2

Phil. Why not? Do we not find feveral Patents
granted here, openly, to the ftudiers of this Art, by
Henry VI. with the confent of the Parliament, as you
may fcc in a Book of William Prynu, called, Aurum

Regine, p. 131 ¢3¢, Ex. Ret. Pat. An. 24 H. 6,
part 2. m. 14. Ex. Rot. Pat. An. 34 H. 6. m. 7,
Per ipfum Regem, Aufloritate Parliaments ?

Cit. Pray, dcfcribe particularly how you would
have fuch a Houfe to be built.

phil. That muft be at another opportunity, if you
pleafe : It is now time for me to take my leave of you.

Cie. If there are Adepts in the World, are you not
your felf one of them ?

phil, No, I am no Adept, I affure you; tho' that
Queftion be not to be asked by a good Man, for if
s were to be anfwered by every Body, an Adept
could not be hid. As for me, I do not fo much as
work for the Elixir, and hardly deferve the name of
an Arift in the very beginnings of Chymiftry. |
feck indeed fome lefler Remedies, and would be
glad to find Paracelfus and Van-Helmont's Alka-
helt, and the way to draw Gold out of Silver, and
Silver out of Lead, with fome profi. But whether
1 tall ever fucceed, God only knows. 1 have heard
of fome Men, who pretended to cure molt Diftempers
without the ‘Elixir; and 1 know f{ome who aflert,
That Silver contains much more Gold, and Lead
much more Silver than is ordinarily believed, and
that there is 2 Way to open thofc Metals, to make

| . | . thiem

them yiel
ing, that

imperfect. _
lm!(,:ei:, Refore we part, pray rell me what you think

Dutics of Adepts t0 their Fricnds and Prote-
g{o:‘ls]i for you have not fpokc.n much of that: Dont

you eftcem chat they are obliged to exprels {fenfibly

. their gratitude o them ?

¥ Joubt of it3 and Adepts know that, bet-
i N‘D: o{ch ought to be willing to leave. that

nd be ready to do them freely all
o do them the meancft

. than we defeive, cfpe-

cially if we rofefs our fi

and defire 10
Cse. Whar are

- if poffible, know that
k. ro be fure, not what they work upons
and then an Adept may hope that they may be able

hat if 'they want help, and do defign to0

have a \Yife

] Family, they mufl either
phil. If they have fuch a Family Y dn

topether hide from themn what they 4

" imﬁ: chey mult bind them by the moft i:acn.d Ohaths
ot to] be talkative Of inquifitive, and if thsy ::]vc
(ome Faith in the Art, to live mot eftly and mode

cately, as the Friends ©
to employ 10 g00C

given them in cafe of fg_cccl_'s': | ol
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this Covenant fully in all its Branches, and make
them of their Family write and fign it, to oblige them
to it, and to put them often in mind of their Engage-
ment. And after all, they fhould do evcry-.thing as
fecretly as if none of thofe Mcafures had been taken;
and in cafe they hapchncd to fucceed in any thing,
they fhould not prefently let any of their Family

know fo much, but keep it private as long as podible. -

For my part, were I in thofe Circumitances, and
had I fuch a Family, I would obferve all that 1 have
faid. I would oblige my Wife and Children, my
Brothers and Sifters, to go plain as the Quakers, to
fce no Company bur what I liked; to forbear play-
ing at any Game, Dancing, at lealt with Perlons of
different Sexes, €f¢. 1 would oblige them to keep
fuch hours, in the Houfe, as I thought belt ; ro re-
ceive no Vifits before two, nor after {ix of rhe Cleck
in the Afternoon, and not to make the Bulincfs of
Vifits to confift in eating and drinking without need;
to accuftom themfelves to inftruct their Servants ex-
atly in the Chriftian Religion, and to take delight
in a grave and ufeful Converfation: I would make
them promife, thar, in cafe I fucceeded, and gave
them a confiderable Sum, . they fhould not alter this
way of living ; they fhould not ufe any Oftentation
'they fhould not confume their abundance in kceping
a dainty Table ; they fhould not give any Liveries to
any Servant; they {hould educate therr Children,
and oblige them to live after the fame way, bring-
ing them up plainly, without any Vanity and Supcer-
fluity, accuftoming them to ferve others, uling them
to wotk and labour, and caufing them to learn {ome
Trade,. that they might not altogether depend upon
their Eftare, but might be able, in cafe of necefliry,
to live of themfelves; they fhould teach them to fear
God, to love other Men as their Fellow-Creaturcs,
and to have always before their Eyes that all DMen,

in
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i refpedts, are equal, without which there can
glclzg&ChaEty: But ir:l the ficfk place I would make
them oblige themfelves, that they fhould not enql:)ue.
cor feck to know what T did; and in cafe they hap-
ned to perceive and difcover the leaft thing, mi abriy
part of ir, that they fhould ever keep 1t 1mnoral
fectet: And, in fine, 1 would make many W 1& efs
- Operations, and work ofcen upon fome wrong Mate

~ purpofedly to blind, and to try them.
mz;f B?n whzt if you were to WorK with fome Part.

P
nerls’bii. 1 would not chufe, for that, young and un-

' sople

oo Petfons 3 nor would do like fome Pcople,

irho rell every Body what they defign to go ;_:fl»on,
becaufe they hope they may be a liule help F to
them ; thefe Mcn, how erroneous {ocver their Fan-
cics be, are as much guilty as if they had prg&ntultlcq
and made publick the Glixir 3 fo_r that which they
divulge may be the way to make it, for ought they

. know: The (hould coqﬁder_how enormaous,
uﬂ?ar faral cgnfcqucncc is their Guilr, and tha they:
Mall be anfwerable to God for all the Mifchiefs that

| v cnfue: They fhould not forger how
g I:r:-:}:e Adepts require. 1 with they knew, what |

‘have been told, That an Adept, not long fince, ad~

dreffing himfclf to a Perfon in Town, tO whom he

{ his P re
?llliwscécret, on no other condition than that he fhould

' ' ] to

dlv promife to chufe o die r?thef than reveal
i;a:;cBO%JJ the leaft thing concerning 1t, about whllcp
‘he other making fome difficulties, the Adept lett
'him, and taught him nothing. The might rcmenjl-

ber what honeft and pious Dauiton did.

>4

ie (aid, Lord Fefu, bleffed Thou be,
l\;etfbr'n!;s I have been too leng from Thee. .

asd of

owder, offercd ro communicate to him
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' _pnd with bis Pride, he might pull down

The Sop/:idc C onﬂimtt'on.

A Science Thou gaveft me with full great charge,

ghich I have kept without out-rage.
X found no Man yet apt thereto,
To be mine Heir when I am go':

To refign this Thy Gife #o Thee again,

Norton giveth a reafon of this Secrefie: R
¥
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