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Lately expos’d to publick Sight and Sale.

' BEING
o A true and exalF Acconnt of the Manner
. HOW -

WENCESLAUS SEILERUS

The late Famous Projection-maker, at the Emperours Conrt,
at Vienna, came by,andmade away with a very great Quan-
ti8y of Pouder of Pyojection, by profecting with it before the
Emperor, and agreat many VVitneffes, felling it ,&°c. for (ome
years past.

Publi(hed at the quue_'/},.‘}ma' for the Satisfaition of (everal Cu-
| - rious, efpecially of Mr.Boyl, &e. '

BY
Fohn Foachim Becher, One of the Council of the Emperor,
and a Commiflioner for.the ExX4MEN of this Affair.

_-“h

Minut: Felix,

- Quid igitur ingrati [amus 2 Car invidemiss : i veritas divinitatis (que

per ea gns ﬁ;.mt [at intellizi p.reft, Rom. 1.20.) noftrs temporis
&tate matnruit, ‘

LONDO N, Frinted by The. Dawk:, His Majefties Brutifb
Printer, living in Black-fryers. Sold alfo by La. Curtifs,
i3 Geat (enrt on Ludeate hill, 1680,
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La.Curtifs sn Goat Court on Ludgate-hill, where may alwayes be had ,
1.Godfreys Murder made vifible,and the Papists Cruelty therein,s.4 Chronos
logy of Popery, fbewing When,and W ho broughe sn their sdie,foolifs Foperys. 3. The
only Hiftorical Plot Cards, with a Baok ,slluftratirg the PLOT,by greatly fatnfying
¢be Protestant Reader. 4. The Beggars Petstion to H. S, /bewing Reafons eronugh
why be threw Popery off ,and we wot notw Lefocld intose. §.The 3 Prime Difcsve-
xers, thesr Piflures, with Verfes ffewing thesr Reafons why they difcovered ths
Hellift Popifk Plot. 6. Ronies Hunting-Match for 3 Kirgdoms. 7. England’s
GCalamity forefeewn, from the growth of Popery, in Gemanys Mifery, 8.4 Seafon-
able Cantion to Ap-§taeiging Proteftants; or Gods eminent Fudgmert upon Prote
flants that turn’d Papifts to fave their Lives,but perifped.  8.The Refurre&ion
proved sn a Relation of what hapned to Mrs Ann Atherton, who lay 7 dayes in 2
drance,declared in an affonifbing Speech when [z cams to Life.

9.4 great Truth, TheJeluit a down-right Compleat Atheift,preved fuch,and
condemn’d for [uch, by the Famous Faculty of Sorbonne, well kncwn to be the

beft Divines of all the Catbolick Party, and by the French Bithops, ¢ Pope Ales
xander 7.Shewing bow they make a Mock at Sin, deny God,and overchrow all Rels-

gion. Toeir Defign besng to Debauch Mankind, wherein they, as a Fudgment from
God upon ws,have fucceeded presty well,but [peedy Fudsment at:ma{ 1tsPromoters.

Yo Famous Malter Rich's Abfence (upplyd by a KEY ¢ bis Short-hand

T ABL B, entstuled The PENS Dexterity:, dlowed and Approved by both
Unsverficies,  Fully difcoversng the whole Are to the Meaneft Capacity, sn that

Methad he Taughbe bis Scholars,with the ref:rved Rules sn their proper Places, by
T. Dawks, aquandam Scholar of his 5 the like never publickly difcovered beo
Jore s all Books and fEeers relating to this Hand has been dbufes to the Publick &
the Buyers of them much decesv'd, for theTable alone w.as ne’er defign'd by Mr.Rich
2o teach the whole A R T,but to bring S:holars to bhim: And for the Triith of what
Efay, o wall sn relation to this Koy ,as to other fburious Books, Irefer my felf o
Mr. Rich's Scholars, as fitreft Fudges,knowing not where elfe to apppeal.  Alfo, I
have added fince st came to my hand,befide the Key to diftinguifk shy from all falfe
Tuabies, Dive8ltons concerning the place of Vowels, which he gave me in writing a-
mong the private Rules 5 whereforey all old Tables without the Key are falfé ones,
beware of them. Thefe true orzs are fold by T.Baflet,at the George &y $.Dunftans
Church sn Fleetftreet « by Fr.Smith a¢ theElephant by the Exchangs in Cornbil,

11. Alfo Dr.Salmons New Landon Difenfitory,and bis Soul of Aftrology, are
always to be had at the places avovefasd. As for by Synopfis cr Praxis Medicinz,
the oaft [xbour st hath taken up,u the Caufe of sts not coming forth 3 expelt ir {pe-
dily, the CompleatnefS of the tvork make it exceed in thicknef? b Difpenfatory,
befides the 21 Plates, - -

There 3 in the Prefi A packet of Popifh Delufions,Falfe Miracles and Lying
Wonders-: Together with many grand Divitions among Papifts, nottwithftand
sng ¢hesr feemine Unity,

ingle (héets Printed and fold by Tho.Dawks, in Black fryers, and by

The TRANSLATOR
To the R E A D"Ej R.

T Here 7 no Ingenions man that 7s not un-
& acquainted with the Curiofities to be
met with inthe World, who bath not

either feen fom Tranfmutation of Metals,or
at leaft beard fo many witnefs that they bave
feen it ; as to be perfwaded that tnere is
fuch Thing as the Phile{ophers-Stone, or
Powder of Proje&ion. Only there be fome
great men (as his Highnefs Prince Rupert,
who bath [een the Projelfion ar Frankfort,
in Germany ) who feem to queftion whether
fuch Pouder or TinGture is prepared with

- Profit. But this Doubt is hereby now fully

cleared and refolv°d, from the great quantity
of this Tinlure left buried by the s Abbot

Founder of the Church it was found in: ("as
this R elation nforms you) for it 1s net
credible that the Abbot was Mafter, before

bhe
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“"The Preface

be bad done the Work , of fuch an immenfe -

T reafure,as be must needs have had to draw fo

much Tin&ure from : which conld not be ex-
tralted (Cif the Preparation thereof is with-
out profit,) from a leffer quantity of Gold
than it gives or yield again inthe Projeti-
on : [o that the [ame quantity of Grold as it
vields againmnft bave bin [poiled to make it;
which it is not credible an Abbot of Ger-

many was Master of,as is [aid. And,for the

Truth of this Relation befides that,it is at-
tested by many men of great Quality, good
parts, Probity, and Modefty, by the Emnpe-
ror bimfelf; by Count Walleftein who was
Refrdent here a year ago; and by Dr. Becher
at prefent in this City. It 15 fo publickly
knowin through all parts of Germany, chiefly
about Vienna where this was tranfaifed
that to doubt, or deny it, were as abfurd, s
if one denyed that the West-Indies bave bin
fouird our of late years,or tnat there be [hips
at Sea, becanfe be bath [een neither.

it

bis Services, but for the great Dangers be

- To the Reader.

But among the many remarkable PafJages
in this Relation, one thing is moft worthy of
Obfervation,viz.the Honefty of F.Fra.Prey-
hauien,who deferwes to be chronicled for bis
Faithfulnefs & Truth ro F.NV enceflaus tbe
Finder of this Pouder : for he wanted neither

frequent Opportunities nor fpecions Preten-

ces to effect what fomPrinces could not forbear
to attempt(i.torob W enceflaus of bis Pow-
der ) tho without a certainty of Succefs, &
tho he was himfelf fure of Succefs,for be was
thrice, for agood while each time, - entrufted

with the Box. & might find Excufes enongh

| for it ; yet be not only did not fuccomb to the
T emptationof getting All as they did;our did
not fomuch as deny, purloin, orwithbold the

least part of the Pouder from . W enceflaus,
even when (feeing bow be [quandredit away)
be bad a good pretence to keep back fome for
bisufe : and might jusily have claimed and
refervd fome for bis own ufe alfo,not only for

bad




, The Preface
had expofed himfelf to for his (ake; thous

keeping True tothe End even againft bis own
Right & fo great a T emptation. A faithtul
man who can find ?Pro.20.6. But bere (uch
one is found, and that among the Fryers!

Whence I am glad 10 Obferve, That all the

Fryers are not quite Jo black as fome make

them ; andto [ee that among them, as well as
among other Secks fome goodmen are to ve
found who make (onfcience of an OQath, and
keep it tho to.their lofs.T hanks be to F . Fran-
cis's Honesty for fo much as we know of this
wholeLoncern.] am fure that if be bad what
hisHonefty deferv s, what the Emperor bath
done for Wenceflaus had bin befowed upon
him ; and that W enceflaus himfelf,wbilit in
the Dungeon, would have faid with all bis
beart, that if be wonld do for him what he
hath done be would deferve what be bath not
had I mean the whole Pouder : Bur Honefty

meets [eldom with what it aeferves.

| T R
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O .
The Philofophers-ST O NE
Being expofed to-Publick Sight and Sale i1 our Daies.

L{‘B@ lace where Wenceflaws Seslerus
(who is the main Subjec of this fol-

lowing Difcourfe) was born,I am not

certain whether it was at Prenna, yea
or no ; ButfureI am He wasof the

«suftrian Country : and his ‘brother
did wait upon the Count of Weiffes-
wolf, the younger. After, Setlerus
himfelf, when he was aboutthe 20th

year of his Age, he was caft into a Monaftery of the -

cuftine Fryers at Bruna in Moravta : whese, after his year

of 'robation , he took the Habit upon him, and was ad-
mitted into the Number of Fryers, though it were againit
his Will, as he afterwards confefled, and asthe Event
did make appear : For having once made Profeffion of the
Order, he did continually firive and ftudy how he might
free himfelf from the Monaftery, and feeing that could

siot be done without Money, and Money, in his Circum-
| ftances,

——--—-—-.____-#_

Errara.Par. L16.for After,r, As for p, 29./,22.rJmprudent. B
Magnalia '




[2]
flances, could not lawfully be obtained: He began to
ftudy an indire@ way for the obtaining thereof, for his
fellow Fryers having often muttered to him of fome great
Treafure hid in their Monaftery, he had a-great defire to
find it out.

And in order thereunto, he did not fcruple to learn
the Magick Art, it any one had been ready to inform .
him therein: wherein Fortune feemed to favour his de-
fires, for there was an-old Woman, a Cow-keepers wife,.
living beforc the Gate of the Town, and Fortrefs, who
was skilful therein, and he came to be acquainted with
her upon this Occafion.

The yonger Monks and Students, as they were cal-
led, are allowed fome fet daies,every week, to walk out of
the Gates of the City ,to enjoy the open Air and to refrefh
their minds, fuppofed to be wearied with ftudy; In thefe
Relaxations one Company difperfed it felf here, another
there, as they think fit for their Divertifment. But EFryer
Wwenceflaws (for{o 1{hall hereafter call him) made ufe of
this Occafion, alwayes to vifit the faid old woman, and
npon the pretence of drinking New milk, to interogate
her concerning her Art. And in a fhort time he got fo
much into her Favour as to obtain from her a fmall Wax-
ball marked with certain Figures or-Characters,which was
of that Virtue, That, if it was laid upon the Ground, it
would prefently run to the place where any Treafure was-
hid: (This Ball T afterwards faw often in his Cuftody,
and handled it with my hands. )

It happened afterwards, That, as the Cuftom is for
the old Fathers when they grow weak to have fome young

Frycrs to aflift them; fo, Yryer Wen. efla:s wasaffigned to-

attend an ancient Father, who was a Cabalift, and a lover
of Magick, in which ftudics, at any Vacancies,he fpent his
time. He oftentold Fryer Wenceflays, That there wasa
Vaft Treafure hid in the Church of their Monaftery ; to

| whom:
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whom Wenct [lans-replyed. That he had got aBall- which,
he was affured, had the Virtue to difcover hidden Trea-
{fures : And, thereupon he fhewed him the Ball, and the
Charaéters imprefled thereon, which the old Father did
ferioufly confider, and much valued them,

A while after, as they two were walking alone in the
Church, afore day, after Mattens, they Tryed the Ball by

laying it down in feveral Ilaces, but found no effe@t; At

laft, placing it near a cerrain Villar old and ruinous, it be-

gan to fhew its Efficacy and Virtue by its-often running
thereto : This they Interpreted for a certain Indication,

That the Treafure was there hid ; but how .to come at it
was the Queftion. They had neither Leave, Means nor
Opportunity to break down this ftony ftruQure, ncither
did they certainly know at what height or deph thereof

the Treafurc was laid in it.  So that upon thefe Difcou-

ragements they were forced to let italone.

But it happened afterwards, That, a great Tgmpeft
arifing, The whole Church, and efpecially this decayed
Pillar, was fo fhaken and fpoiled, that to ‘prevent its fal-
ling down. the Abbot was neceffitated toorder it to be
demolithed. And in regard the old Father, whom Fryer
Werc: [lans attended, hag skill in Architecture, and by rea-

fon of his Infirmities could not be otherwife ferviceable to
the Monaftery, he was therefore appointeed to overfee

the Mafons ; which Office he and his Affiftant Fryer Wwen-
ceflaus did willingly undertake, and were very fc?ulous in
theit Attendance, and difcharge thereof. When the Pillar
was almoft all pulled own, They found therein a Copper-
box, of a reafonablebignefs, which the old Father pre-
fently fnatch’d up and carryed it into his Cl_o‘z’ﬂcr, and
immediately opered it : Where, at the Top, he found a

piece of Parchment, on which there was fome Infcription

and Writing : I once had a Copy of it,but I loft it amongft

my other Ietters; Bur this I remember, It contained the

B 2 nun -
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number of the years wherein the Church was bui't, and-

the Name of the Abbot the Founder thereof , Who had-
been an Envoye at Ratishone ; 1do alfo remember , That

amongft other Writings, there was this Motto:, AMICE.

TIBI SOLI, whichI Englith thus, Fri-nd .

alone. Under this Parchme ntgthere were other Letézr’sl?lya{gf
markcdtwith Chara&ers which contained Dire@ions hov\’r'
to multiply the Powder, asthe Infcription fhewed : and

under them there were four Boxes full of a red Pow-

der.

was quite out of Heart, having loit his preconceived hope

of fome great Treafure therein: for he verily believed

that, if there were notold -ieccs of Gold . yet {ome Dia-

monds; or.other precious flones muit have been Jodeed:
there. And finding no fuch thing, but four-Boxes of dar}%ieﬂl

colored 1-owder. he was o impaticnt at the Difappoi
. ’ I1g-
ment, ;hat,.lf.-hc had been the. fole Manager of t}?é) Bufi-

nefs, e_had thrown away Boxes, "owder and all: For -
ar that time he was fo little acquainted with Chymiftry
that fo much as the Name was not known to him, and he -

had {carce heard of the word - 712Fyre.

But the old Father was not-fo Tranfported, but told-
him, That gerhaps fome Medicinal Virtu‘z: was ,coxltai::)cfg-if
vder, and that the Chara&ers in the annexed'

Papers might poflibly difcover its Ufe, and therefore he
was refolved to ftudy fome Books, to find out what thofe -

in the Pow

Charaéters meant: Inthe mean time he would carcfully
keep the Box. |

Not long after, The old Father fent Fryer Wence-

flans 1nt> the Kitchin of the Monafier fee | '
) iery, to {ee if he could
hnd an.old Peuter difh or Plate, which was no longer-

fit for ufe, and_ it he could, tobring it to him; whick he
la);cordmgly did,: who thereuroa caufed a Coal.fire to
¢ made, and puta Crucible inta. Fryer Wenceflaus hand,

Qo

When the Boxes were opened, Fryer wencoflugs

, 41

to place therein ; This was the firft Chymical Operation
that ever bryer Wenceflans performed in all bis Life, and
for which he was fo unfit,that he plac’d the Crucible up-
fidedown, fo that the old Father himfelf was forced to

fet it in itsrightPoflure. They put the Pewter Plate
broken and folded together into the Crucible, which be-
ing dpreféntly melted, the Father took out fome of the
Pouder (fomuch aswould lay upon the point-of a Knife)
which was in one of the four Boxes, and wrapping itina

~little wax, he caft it into the Crucible upon the Pewter;

and commanded his Affiftant Fryer Wencefluus to blow up
the Fire, adding thefe Words, Now I foall [ee wheiher T
have w:ll decyph red - the Characters, and- whethex 1. have

found out the wfe of this Ponder. | o
As foon as’ ever the Powder was caft in, the Pew-

ter ftood ftill, came to a fuddain Congelation. Then the

Fire was fuffered to go out, and the Crucible to wax
cold, whichbeing broken, there wasfound a ponderous
mafs of Metals, very yellow and variegated with red lines:
Upon which the Father made Fryer #-nceflius 10 go out
into the Town, upon pretence of getting a Book_to be
bound, and wifhed himto go to fome Gold-fmith, and
fhew him this Mafsof Metal, allecadging: to him, That
he had fome ancient Roman -Coins of Gold, which he
had melted down, but for want of a fufficient Firc and
other Defe@s, he had not done it exadtly; and therefore
he defired the Gold-fmith to melt it over again;: and caft
itinan Ingot; The Gold-fimith gratificd him therein, and
Fryer weceflaws,at-the Command of the Father rook off a
fmall picce, which he Preferved,and then asked the Gold-
{mith, What the re{t was worth ? Who,after he had weigh-
ed and tryed on the Touchftone, .did value it -at Twenty
Ducats -(which are worth two Crowus:a piece). at-whiclt
Rate Fryer Wenc:[lans fold it toi him, and recciving the
Money, returned joyfully home. . Theold Iather did on-
IF 3. [y
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{v defire the remaining Portion of the Gold. which he h;s Desk, and fcarce ever ftirred from it except when he
‘ was to go to Church with Fryer wewceflaus,

had referved, but ﬁﬁf}'ercg Fry el,'rgm'f};ﬂ“f’;; ‘t(l) dile‘jpy the Being moved with thefe Confiderations, he was in-
-El:ga;%neyiflttﬁ?th}};n ;?t?r vice, That he lhould difcover duced ro demand boldly fome Quantity of this Powder of
LY. the old man? The Anfwer he received, was, That he

But Fryer Werceflaxs, though he had not been Ma-

fler of fo much Money a long time, was not fatisfied
therewith, but entertained various thoughtsin his mind,
whether he fhould by Flight free himfelf from that Bon-
dage and Slavery he was in, whileft he had the Advan-
tage of fo much Cath?  Or clfe, whether he fhould ftay
fo long there, till either by Flattery or Craft, he had got

the Copper Boxes from the old Father. To the firft of

thefe Cogitations he was edg’d on, by the eagernefs of
that Defire he had to leave the Monaflery : But then,
the great Heap of Gold which he might make with the
Powder, as he well conjectured, if he could get it into
his hands, did fomewhatabate his Fervor, and perfivade
him toftay. For, though he was yet altogether ignorant
of Chymiflry, yet the precedent Tryals had given him
{fo much Light,That he was fully perfwaded, The Box con-
tained and was worth a vaft Treafure; and,though at that
time, the Rarenefs of the Powder, and the multiplicati-
on of it had very fmall Influence upon his Thoughts :
yet, becaufe he had a fhare in finding of it out, by means
of his Ball, he therctore thought that half of it at leaft
did belong to him. | -
But there was another thing which more perplex-
cd his mind, and that was the Fear, That the old Father,
either out of a Principle of Devotion, or of Vain-Glory,
thould diicover the whole ftory of the Bufinefs to the
Abbot, and by that means fhould make away all the
Pouder : and he was ratherinclined to-thefe Cogitations,
becaufe he had obferved, That the Father, who before
nad been more remifs in hiding the Box, now of late was
fo {oiicitous to preferve it, that he kepr it continual]ylin
1S

was yet too young to know how to difpofe of, and to
keep well this Powder: befides, he wanted no Money
whilft he was'in the Monaflery ; and,if he fhould procure
a fumin by means of this Powder, in his prefent Condition,
it would be very prejudicial both to his Soul and body,
and he might become thereby of all men moft miferable:
Moreover (proceeds the Father) This Powder may have
many other Virtues and Operations which are yet un-
known both to you and me, and therefore I will farther
ftudy the Writings annexed to it , and hereafter I will be
mindful of you, but at prefent I will not part with any of
the Powder, only you fhall have every week two Crowns
allowed for your Divertifements: thus the F ather;
But this fair {tory founded.not well in the Fryers ears,who
had a private Defign (unknown to the oldFather) to leave
the Monaftery !

In the Interim it happen’d, ‘That as they two were
returning from Mattens, early in the Morning, the old
Farher complaind of a Cold he had got,& a great Rheum:
in his head, and defired tryer Wenceflaus to go to the Cel-
lar and fetch him a Cup of Sack, he did fo, and upon his
Return he found the ¥ather taken with a Fit of anA ople-
Xy, and Speechlefs: whereupon, the firft thing he did
was to find out the Key of his Desk, and taking from
thence the Copper Box, he carryed it to his own Cell,
and hid it there.  This being done lic rang the Bell in the
Fathers Cell to call up the Mounks, who came flying with
all Diligence to bring him fome Remedies, but they were
all roo late the Father being quite dead:  Hereupon his
Desk was prefently fealed up, and folemn Ceremonyes ac-

cording
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cording to the occafion werc performed over his dead Bo-
dy. But who more inwardly joytul than Fryer wenceflans,
from whom Death had removed his Rival, and made him
to be Mafter of all the whole Treafure.

Hereupon he began to deliberate with himfelf how
he might make his Efcape out of the Monaftery with moft
Safety and lcaft Sufpicion. But herein many Difhcuties
did accrew: He was grown a little deboift and prodigal

by the ‘Opportunity of the 20 Ducats abovementioned,
which he had to fpend ; and by that means he had incur-

red the Emulation of his Fellow Fryers, who did urge the

Pryor and Superiour, That, the old Father being now
dead, and fo Fryer Wenceflans difcharged from his Atten-
dance on him, he fhould for the Future be bound to a firi-
&er Diicipline, both ia reference to his Studies, as alfo to
his frequenting the Church. Moreover his Ducats were
all fpent,and no opportunity offerd to make anotherTryal,
or if he had, he could not have fold the Produét ofit,

In this Anxiety he refolved to open his mind to another
Monk, a Comrade of his, one kryer Fraucs Preyhaufen
That {o they might murually confult together what was
beft to be done : for you muft know this kryer was inti-
mate with Fryer Wencefluns , as having entred into the
Colledge at the fame time; and, being alfo a young man,
was weary of a Monaftical life, as well as he.

Whileft thefe things werc in Confult, there hap-
pencd a Solemn Difputation in the School of-the Monafte-
ry ; Where among other Thefes , Yryer Framci, under
a Moderator, was obliged to maintain, That Mettals can
not betranfmuted: And itchan:ed to be the turn of
Fryer Wenccflars to be the then Opponent: But, as he
had made no great Froficiency in his Studies, fo Fryer
Francis eafily bafled him,and expofed him to the laughter
of the Auditory ; f{o that in a great Pafiion he broke out
into thefe Words, ¥7by do you langht I can practically de-

| menfirae

[91]

“meonfErate the thing to be true ¢ To whom the Moderator
‘with great Indignation,anlwer’d; Hold thy peace ,thou Af,w:lt
thow aufo be an Aichymift? I fhill fooner bz able to turn thee into an
Ox,thanthou to tranfmute the Meials. Herewith Fryer Wence-
flans’s mouth was ftop’d. _ -
When the Difputation was over, Fryer Wesceflass vook
occafion to confer with Fryer Francis; when they two were

“alone together in the Garden belonging to the Monaftery,

Fr. Francis thus accofted him, You bave 1his day publickly af-
firmed in the Difputation, ‘That you were able to tranfmute
Metals ; "Twas amadvifedly [poken of you, whether it be true or
falfe 5 ifitoe true, and it come to the Abbor's ear, you will not
enjoy your Liberty very long: Befides, there is & great muttering
in the Monastery , Thas the old Father and your (elf, found 4
Treafure in the Church, and, That the Mafons (aw & Copper box,
and that & Monk of the Auguftine order [old fome Gold to a
Gold[mith, andthat you did take from the Kichin a Pewter plas;

- Moreover, the faddain Death of the old Father is not without fome

Snfpicion; and #ltho you may alledg, That the money was [ent you
by your Friends, and it were true, that they did fend ‘you fome,

 yet st being probable that [ome came another way., for whick and

other vefleltions you wonld never fcape Scot-free out-of the Mona-
Sery, twas wel the Moderator took you for a Buffie-head.  But, if
what you have affirmed be falfe, you do ill again thit way, by 4f-
[erting that which you are not able to demonfbrate, 1 do therc-

forecarnefily defirc you to declare unto me, as to yowr intimate

Friend, the whole truth of this Marter,
Whereupon kr. Wenceflans fell down at his Feet, humbly

.befeeching him to fwear not to difcover what he fhould

reveal to him, butto afford him his help and affiftance,
and then he would difclofe that to him, which,upon their

ftealing away from the Monaftery, would procure great

wealth to them both,and advance them to high Dignities;
and that they would equal?x {hare the Happinefs between
them, and run alike hazard in all things. In a word,the

C Bar-
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Bargain was foon made, and they without lofs of time; THa‘v‘ing thus difguifed her Sex, they gave her the
went into F. FPrancis’s Cell, where they took their mutual Name of Seignior Anaftafio, & {he came often ta the Mona-

Oaths one to another. And then F. Wenceflans declared

the whole Intregue and the procedure thereofto F. Frax--

cze, withal defiring him upon the firft occafion to go into

the City to buy there a Ecundmof Lead , which being
brought to him,he chang’d i

thod the old Father had obferved before : The tranfmuted
Gold was carryed back by F. Francis into the City,and there
fold to a Jew, for an 1co Ducats, though it were worth

more, his pretence was as the former, that it was melted -

down out of ancient Coin and Meddals. Having receiv'd

this Money , and thus made a ftri& League and Friend--

fhip with ¥. Francss, and the Art being now. found true
for the fecond time, they were more intent upon their De-
fign of Efcaping out of the Monaftery.

But that which retarded-their Refolution, was the Sea-
fon of the year, it being then Winter; and a very hard one
too, for they well underftood, that they could - not then

{afely takefo long a Journey as they were to undergo,.

if they would by their Flight elude the fearch, ( which
would be made withoutdoubt with all diligence poffible
after them) and avoid the punifhment ufually inflicted up-

on {uch an occafion. Hereupon they thought it more con- -

venient to deferr their intended flight till the Spring fo!-
lowing, and -they were the rather induced thereunto be-

caufe they had found means to pafs- that time merrily, by -
getting now and then a Cup of Wine,and a.coupleof roaf .- -

ed Pullets, which F.Francis (who was well verft in that
Trade) knew well how to get, and to convey into their
Chamber. But becaufe F_#enccflans had as great a mind
to tafte of Womens Flefh as of that of Poultry : and had
lighted on a certain Auftrizn Drab fit for his purpofe, he
caufed therefore fome mans Apparel, with a Periwig, and
{utable Accoutrements to be made ready for her.

Having.

tinto Gold,obferving the Me--

ftery, on pretence, That fhe came from Vienna, to vifit her
, CO[?;I F. wenceflaus, pretending he was her Kinfman; this
lafted a while, but the Vifits of this Seignior Araffafis
was f{o frequent, that at laft, he was obferved to come
into the Monaficry fometimes, and not to go out again,
by reafonof his ftaying all night in the Cell of F. Wenze-
flaws, who did thuslive for fome wecks in dithoneft Love
with him: and, when he went either to the School or to
the Church, he alwayes carefully carryed his Key with
him,
But a matter of that Nature could be kept clofe no lon-
ger; {fome Rumour of it came to the Ear of the Abbot or
Prior.fo that one Morning as F. Wenceflans was at Mattens

before day, The Abbot demanded of him the Key of his

Cell, which he was forc'd to deliver, (but how willingly,

any onc may gucfs.) The Abbot immediately, with the
Pryor, and fome other Monks went to hisCell and ther
found Seignior Anaffafie naked in the Bed. -

At this fight there was a general Confternation on all |

fides, none knew what courfe to take, F. Wenmceflaus his

mind was more in his Chamber than in the Chappel can-

ting out his Mattens ; as for Seignior e4naffafio , fhe was

doubtlefs as much at a lofs;for,to run without herCloaths

out of the bed before fuch venerable Company, was no

way®s thought convenient , and, as for the good Prelates,

they were alfo uncertain how to fleer; fome advifed to de-
clare the matter to the Magiflrate, that fo 474ffaffo might

be thruft our of the houfe by the Secular Power ; others

feared, That if they ook that coutfe, they thould dero-

gate from their Rights and Priviledges ; and , if Seignior
~+naftafiofhould chance to be whipt, and to be put into

- the Stocks for diffembling her fex, the noife of fuch a

C 2. thing
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thing would affix an indelable Charater of Infamy upon:

their Monaftery. %

. After fome Deliberation, they concluded, That prefent-
ly naftafio fhould put on her Clothes, and, after a fevere
Reprehenfion, thould be eje@ed out of the houfe, in the
Morning before day. And, as for ¥Fryer Wenceflaus he was
called from Mattens, and fhut up in his Cell, the doors
being well bolted and barr’d on the outfide, until four
Walls wese prepared to enclofe him, which were already
built, only fomething was defettive in the Door, which
was fupplyed the next.day.

Whﬂﬁ this was a doing, Fr. Wenceflaus found Opportu-
nity to fecure his Copper Box,and to gasher together the
Pouder, and by means of a Rope to let.them both down
at a window to kr, Frascis, who ftaid there on purpofe to
receive them ; and withal he conveyed down a Letter to
him,  the Contents whereot was, To defire the faid Fryer

Francis not to forfake him in his Diftrefs, but to ufe his.
- utmoft Endeavour to contrive a way for his Deliverance,

withal minding him not to violate his Oath about the

POWDER, but to keep it fafe,for as yet,to his great Com--

fort, it was intire.
The nextday, Fr. Wenceflaus was-kept Fafling, and in

the evening his Back was feourg’d with many cruel lathes:

- and afterwards he was fhutup clofe within four walls,and.
for a.Month fed with nothing but bread and-water.; dus

ring which time, the Severity of the Stripes he underwent;

the Difafter of Seignior 474/t afio,and the hazard of the lofs
of his Powder did . fo afi& him, that he was- even rea-
dy to defpair; but this did. fomewhat.relieve him, that
he carried a ftring with him into the Dungeon, and cafting

it out at the hole,received fometimes both Letters and Vi--

¢tuals from his. Comrade F. Francss - and indeed the defpe-
rate Condition of Fr.Wencen(laus did {o affeét his heart,that

hie bent all his Endeavour to excogitate ways how to free -
| hlJ"" 3
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him ; at lalt an happy opportunity offered it felf upon
this occafion. o )

Prince Charlcs of Lichtenflein was a great Favourer of
Chymiftry,. and he had a Steward:of his houfe at srana,
to whofe Friendthip F. Francis had infinuated himfelf, and
by him fent. a Letter and fome of the forefaid- Fouder to
the Prince, in which he related the lamentable Condition
of Fr. Wwenceflivs,and implored his Aid for his Deliverance.

The Steward having fent the Letter,and going to Felss-
bourz the Princes fear, was fcarce arrived but that the
Prince beftovved upon- him a more profitable office than
that which he had before, and this Meffage concerning
Fr. vverceflaus was fo favorably recciv'd, That he ftrictly

injoyned him to return fpcedily to Bruza. and to affift kr:

Erancss to the utmoft in order to the Deliverance of Fryer
Wencefluus.. And.to that purpofe. he Committed his own

Seal to his Cuftody,to be made ufe of for that End, if there
were occafionn: | |
Thus the Steward returning home, did prefently Con-
fult with F. Francss to deliver ¥. Wenceflans; and being de-
livered from his Prifon and Cloyfter, to hide and fhelter
him a while in the houfe of his-Mafter the faid Prince of
Lichterffrin :  untill fome convenient opportunity could’
be found for his paflage out.of the Town,and for-his con-
veyance to the Prince of Feluburge. In order whereto Fr.
Francis took -Care to provide a falfe Key, fit to-open the
Dungeon, which he more cafily did, becaufe the Padlock
was on the outfide of the Door: and on a certain day,
when Matsens were ended, he brought his Project to its.
defired Effe&t, tor hc opened the Door, and toek out kr:
Pvenceflans . locking the Door again; and difguifing
him with a-Cloak, Coat; and-i eriwig which he had vre-
pared for that' Purpofe, he conveyed him through a by-
gatc in the Garden of the Monaflery, to Lecheffcan’s
Houfe,. where he fhiat him up ina Chamber, lockcci the
00%;
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door,and Sealed it up in two places with the Princes own
Seal and a Labell appendant.
The next day when the MonafterysTorter,according to
his Cuflom, was carrying his Bread and Water, about
-noon, to F, 77enceflar: 1.0, he was not to be found ! where-
upon a gréat Tumult was raifed in the Monaftery , and
from thence the News flew to the Count 4e Collebrar, Go-
vernour of that Preciné, who prefently commanded the
Gazres to be fhut, and {earch to be made in all houfes, not
excepting Litchienftein’s houfe it felf. When they had
diligently fearched every Corner of this latter houfe, at
laft they came to the Chamber that was fealed up: Here
the Steward of the Houfe interpofed,and told them, That
that Room was the Clofet of the Prince, which' he had
fealed up himfelf with his own Seal,and therefore, it could
not be opened without great danger and hazard of incur-
ring his Eigh Difpleafure. |

Whereupon they defifted ; and F. 77erc flans remained
hid there for fome weeks,untill at Jength he found means,
in a difguife to efcape out of the Town in the morning ear-
ly, at the very firft opening of the Gates, and {o was con-
veyed, with other oflicers, in the Frinces own Coach, to

Felisbnrgh. Being arrived there, he was courteoufly re-
ceived and well treated by the Prince, before whom he

made a netable demonftration of his Art.

But the Prince foon found.that a man in hisCircumf{lan-
ces and of his Abilitics, could not be long concealed in his
Court, becaufe the Abbot of srnxa having {ent Spies after
him, would certainly find him out, and would alfo obtain

a Mandate from the fupream Conlifiory at ¥icina concern-

ing him. Whereupon (though,as fome think, the '"rinces
Intent was to gain the whole Tincturc from him) he ad-
vifed him to go to Rome, and therc obtain a full Difcharge
from Fis Monaftical life, and to fecuic himiclf from the

Abbot, which favour he profcred to obtain for him by
nmeans
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means of his Agent there :  And to accommodate him for
his Journey,he gave him a Bill of Exchange for 1000 Du-
cats, and withal provided an rali1%, his Chamberlain, to
bear him Company on his way. |

But you muft know Fr. #7enccflans had fent away his
Comrade Fr. Francis (who privately had made an Efcape)
to Vienns with the Tindture enjoyning him to ‘get him a
private Loding there, to abfecond Limfelf for a while, till
he could commodioufly contrive his Journey to Rome.

Soon after the lralian Chamberlain and he began their
Journey, and when they were abourt halfa Daies Journey
trom Viesns,the Chamberlain on a fuddain pick’d a Quar-
rel with him, and holding a Piftol to his Breaft, threat-
ned to kill him,unlefs he would deliver him the Tin&ture.

k. p7enceflass being thus unexpe&edly affaulted , was
much abafhed,and calling God to Wﬁitneg, protefted, That
the Tincture was not, for the prefent, in his hands, but
that he had fent it before by his Companion F. Francis to-
¥ienna whom the faid Chamberlain had himfelf feen to
undertake that Journey a few daies before.

The Chamberlain was the rather induced to believe his
a{leveration, -becaufe upon Search both of him and his
Portmantle , he found nothing at all of the Tinture
therein.  Hereupon, They came to Terms between them,

F.vperceflans was togive the Chamberlain 100 Ducats,

and an _:macfty to be for their fuddain falling out, and fo
they agreed and bid one-another, Farewell.
The Chamberlain, being a Covetous I:alian , was glad

 of the Moncy, and F.7rerccflaus was glad to be zid of him,

having efcaped fuch an hazard, and being now likely to
attain ¥serns4, where he arrived in the Evening of the
fame day, and told his Companion F. Francis what had-
hapned to himin every Circumitance. upon the way. He

being a fubtle san, did eafily perceive by his Relation,
what vvas the Myflery of his defigned Journey to Rome
and
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-and thac his Bill of Exchange was but a meer Collufion,
whereupon they both refolved to take another courfe for
their fatety, in-order whereto, by means of a Saxon whofe
name was Gorits,a crafty fellow, and a Clerk in the Chan-
cery of Bohemia, they came acquainted with one Count
Schiick, a perfon of great {agacity, then living at Frenna, a
great Favourer of Chymiftry,but had lately received fome
affronts from the Court, he was very glad of their acquan-
tance, ahd prefently took F. #7encéflans into his Proteti-
on, and brought him to his Houfe, where he made fome
Tryalls, and withal gave him fome of the TinGture, that
he himfelf might make one.

But as for F. Francis, he always lodged abroad. After

fome Weeks, Count Schiick wold I'. ¥Venceflans, that he
could no longer fecure him after that rate at »iesna, for
both the Clergy and alfo the Prince of Lichtenftein, had an
ill Eye upon him, for his fake ; and being already disfa-
voured at Court, he fhould runa turther hazard, by con-
ccaling of him' neverthelefs he would fhew him what
courtefy he could, and if he pleafed, he would fend him to
onc of his own Country-Houfes and Caftles in Bobemig |
where he might remain in greater fecurity, and according-
ly he prepared all chings for the Journey. k. FPenceflans
did eafily perceive the intention of the Count, for before
he had obferved, that the Counts Footmen did obferve

him as narrowly as the Monks had done in the Monafte-

ry, and therefore perceiving what was tobe done with
him, he madec his Efcape throughan Arch in the Wine
Cellar, built alter the ftalian fathion, the day before he
was to go to Bohemis (a place defigned for his perpetual
Imprifonment) and retired to the lodging of his friend
F.Francis,to whom having related what had hapn’d to him
- again, upon dcliberation they both agreed toextricate
themfelves out of all thefe hazards, and to acquaint the

Emperour with the whole matter
ﬂ And
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And to introduce them into his prefence,they kniew none
more fit thana Spanifh Countcalied 42 Pasr (whofe Ero-
thernamed recer, was Hereaz-ary Poft mafler, in the Empe-

rours Hereditary Country) he was a great Alchymift, a

Factious and Seditious man, and one much tioubled w;th

, yet he had found means to-creep into the Em-
Fcrours tavour : therefore this gain unlookt for was no
efs acceptable to him, than to the othersbefore for he
had heard a grcat while before of F. VVenceflaus ,-and had.
an cxtream pafiion to be acquainted with him, and fancjed
that he thould fee ftrange things in him, as King &eroz did
of Chrift, whote firlt, he afted the part cunningly enough,
as you fhall prefently hear. They agreed together, that F.
F¥eunceflans thould abide 77cog71r0 at his Houfe, where he
was as much obferved as at the Houfe of Count Schrick
Here he made another fmall Iryal, whereupon Count
Pasr went to the Emperour, and difcovered to him the
whole Bufinefs.But his Imperial Majefty who(by reafon of
the great & weighty concerns-of the Empire,doth noton-
ly novmuch regard or value Learning, as his Father djd:
except what contributes to his Recreation,. as Plays Mu-
fick and the like, bur alfo had a particular averfnefs from
Alchymy, holding that for a meer Impofter, which did coft
his Royal Father and his Uncle the Arch-Duke Leopald, {o
much expence, both of Mony and Time) gave no "‘g;‘eat
heed to the Propofition made by Count -»2.7 efpecially it
haviing beenrelated to him, thar this F, V¥cnceflius was a-
tugitive Monk,and had led a diffolute life ;s and moreover
by Report was accufed of Magick,

The Sparifth Count P.r having heard this Repzriec of
the Emperour, being a fubtil man, and eafily forefecine
thofe Objeftions would be made_ had armed himfelf againﬁ’*
them: upon which he thus replyed to his] mperial Majefty; -
That he did confefs. that thore was a great weight in all the Cb-

jeétions made by his Majcfly, yet without pre[uming being [0 mean

aferfon, 10 Impo/e upon his Imperial Majefly, it fecmed to him,
: that-
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that thouzh the Cafe were extraordinary, ye! neverthele fs the Di-
FFates of common Reafon were to be coeyed, which doth aduife
(ometimes to confider of things, abfiraitea from the perfois they
concern, it being evident, that (ome ruen though itl in themfelves
yet have beenthe Anthors of Ufeful Inventiois, of which T ruth,
Inftances might be given near ar hand , 17 regard his Imperial
Majefty had many notable Inventions in bis Archieves , which
owed their Originals 1o bad men, yea,fome of them accufed of the
[ame mifcarriages as F.Wenceflaus, and fince it 15 true that [ome

go0d things are done by fome oad men 5 st being no lef§ truc, that
all men ave Sinners | mufbwe therefore rejoét all sheir landable

Inventions and all the zood Works they do. A notable Example
whereof (proceeded he) lyes as yet frefh before your Majefty,
Jofeph Burrhi was accufed of*Herely, and being taken at Vi-
enna,was [ent to Rome, but after Pennance, he was pardoned nf-
on the [core of bis knowledge, ratber than of his perfon, and 1he
Germans his Accufers were by this means. decerveds of which 1
my [elf (fays he) az that time being Burrhus his Commi(|ary at
Vienna, did forewarnthem, but in vain. Yeur Majefly (faid he
farther)is a perfon, with whom God feems to deal aficr a peculiar
manner, having wonde fully delivered you from many imminent
dangers, and now inthefe neceffitous and indigent simes cruel
Warrs being alfo in profpelt your Hereditary Conniries being al)o
exhaufted, the Divine Bounty [zemis 10 oﬁqr yot 4 mean and i+ 4y
Lo yon may moft pitty and [pare your Subjelts : It is the Devils
Policy to caft (u(pition upon all extraordinary Alfsjtances, that [0
he may make them ufelefss but (fays he)it is as great a Sin #ot 10
accept of things whes offerea, ag to abufe them when tocy are
accepted. s for my [elf (faith he) 1 have #o great .re:zfen {0
be a Friend to Chymiftry,having [uffered fomuch li (s by it 15 yposr
Imperial Majefly well knows neither did I ever find any Truth
in the Art, (ave only in this Pouder of F. Wencellaus, and the
tran(mutation made thercby.  But asin rcferremr:' to t/_.:;zt I'ryal,
be dared pawn his Credit it wonld [ucceed; and if his Majefty wos!a

not believe his word, yet he might depuie foime perfons to fee a ‘Tri-’
Al
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almade 5 for his part, be thonght he was bound in Confcience to-
difcover the whole bufine[s to his Majeffy, referring it wholy to
b.m, whelher he winld gracion(ly accept the Propofal and protect
the perfon that made it, or e!le difcird them both s [Hill hoping
neverthelc(s, that his Majefly wonld not take his good Intention
inill part,nor exclude him from his Favorr ; wifhirng fora Con--
¢lnfion, That hewouldcanfe one Trial to be made under the In-
fpection of [om: perons; niprejud-ced, ihat (o0 his Impertal Majefty
might be [atisfiod, at leaft inthis one thing, that be bad not made
52 Propofition to him wi:hout [1fficiens reafon : Thus he con-
cluded his Harangue. The Emperor, as he is gratious to
all Suitors, fo he gave favourable attention to the Counts -
difcourfe, and commended him for it ; Only ( faies bz to
the Count) “ Alchymy isa fubtil Impofture, and though
" you your{elf may mean honeftly, yet perhaps you alfo
*“ may be deceived thereby, otherwife 1 do not (udds be) at-
* all defpife the wonderful Works of God, - but do highly
* ‘value them,and accept of his Gift with all hearty thank-
“ fulnefs, and Ido well know how long my Father took
" very great pains in that ‘Art; and how highly he prized
* that little which was fhewed him by the Baron Chaos |
*““and rewarded him for it ; befides, 1 know full well how
"“to makea diftin&ion between the Art.and the life ofits
“ Profeflors.  On'y leaft he fhould expofe himfelf, and
fhew himfelf too eafy, he gave the Count crder to make
another Tryal, and to procure the Frefence of other skil- -
ful i erfons both of the Clergy and Laity: That fo he
might make him a more exact Relation of the Matter -
with all the Circumftan e and rcccive further order of his
Majefty cencerning it. '
Count Paar being return’d home from his Aidience :
The very fame day ke fent to Father Spies and Dr. 5echer to
invite them to -Dine with him the next day , adding thefe -
Words in his Meflage, Thathe had a BufinefS 10 communicate
D ax | 1
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10 themt from 1he Emperonr.  'The next.day, they all accor-
dingly met. F. PVenceflars being prefent,where after Din-
ner Count Psar made known his Commiffion, and forth-
with cauled anounce of Sc/ilichenwald Tin, and a new Cru-
cible to be bought, which Materials being prepared and

trif.?d, and for tear of Inchantment, ex abepdanti -c.:mffdg
{fprinkled with Holy water: The Trial began and was

Aniflicd within a quarter of an hour, one part Tinged, ten

Thoufand parts into Gold, which was fo graduated by the
Tincture, that it was almoft Friable, and was ftriared and
diftinguifhed with red Veines interfperfed, of which, as
likewife of the Tin before it was tinged, both the Count

#e Paar , and alfo bather Spies, and Dr. Recher, each of

them took a little piece for a perpetual Memorial-of the
rthing. Thereft was fealed up with their three Seals, and

‘the fame quantity of the Powder as this Proje@ion was

nrade with was enclofed with it, and the thing was by all
three fufcribed to.

The next day,Count Paar went to his Imperial Majefty,
and delivered it to him, making alfo a full Relation of all

the particular Circumflances in the Trial.

Rereupon the Emperour enjoyned him to. treat Fr.
Wenceflaws kindly, and to affure him of his Favour, more-
over advifing him to refrainhis ill and fcandalous life, and

to {atisty the Clergy, that he would reaflumé the
Monaftical Habit,and for the reft he would take Care; and

till he had enquired further into the the thing, he would
for his Security fend him into fome private place

r

+

The Count returned home very joytul with this Com-
miffion and the very fame Evening he caufed F. 77ence-

- flaus to be re-vefted with his Monks Habit by two Englifh

Fathers of the suzuftine Order, Father Dun:/l and Father
Vostaller: A Letter was alfo writ to his Abbot at 5runa,
informing him, that he might fet his mind at reft concern-

ing him, becaufe he had laid afide his Monks habit, and
' | cloath-

b |
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¢loathed himielf \ﬁﬂl other Apparel, for no other Reafon,

but becaufe he would frec himfelf from the hardfhip of a
Prifon, and make a Journey to Zienna, to difcover a great
Secret, which he had, to his Imperial Majefty , which
being now done, he had again reiumed: his Monks
habit. .

All this was done to perfwade him, thatthey meant
liim nothing but good, to make him call againfor all the
Tiné&ture from his Comrade, and to keep him from con-
verfing any longer with thofe which before were his molt
intimate Aquaintance, as counting himfelt {ufficiently fe-
cured againft all Vielence, by the Emperors Protection,
and his Monks Habit: So that Count Pa4sr was as a la-
ther to him, and he, onthe other fide, as his adopted
Son. Thefe two new Friends, undertook a Voyage toge-
ther, to aCountry-houfe of the Count’s (adjoyning to a
certain Lake) which he had in Hungary, diftant about a
dayes Journcy from Fienna. _

Being come thither, the very fame night they two be-
ing alone in a Chamber, The Countpluck’d out a Decree
of the Emperor’s (as he pretended) which was fealed up,
adding thefe words, My Son, Into what Gulf of Mifery art
thot cast ? Here I have a Command in writing fromthe Empe-
rov, to demand the Tiniture of Thee, and if thou refufeft 10 4. ls-
ver it, then to my great Grief , 1 muft execute upon Thee the
Senterce containcd in this [ealed Decree,

Fryer Wewceflans defired to read the Decress but, the
Count replyed, If be opened, it muft be immediately execu-
ted! and, withal plucking a Piftol out of his Pocket, he
dire&ted it to his Breaft, Sighing , and breaking forth

in thefe Words, Into what miferys are we both Caft! Tet nvt-

witflanding if thow wilt harken 10 my Counfel,.(from whence snos
maift gaths: my Love and Fatherly Care, and free bith of us
fromthis great Misfortune,.and make our Condition wery happy)
I.will zive it to thee. ' L

Neo-
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Nothing was more ‘grateful to Fr. ¥#enceflans than to
hear this Condition, and having given him his hand that

he would follow it :

The Count began thus, "Tis certain ({aid he ) That you
arnd I 40 both flavd in need of the Emperours Proteffion | and

1is as ceriainy That we [hall be forc'd to deliver the Tindture to

him. My Advice then iz, (whch I refer 80 you for your appro--
bation andconfcnt.) I will pretend, that being injoyi’'d to make

afiriéter Examination of this Tinging Powder, that 1have en;-
phoyed it all, in order t0its multiplication, to try whether it mizhe
be augmsnted for the greater Benefic and Advantaze of his Ma-
jesty.  However, we may both be [beltred under 1be Continsance
of 1he Emperoys Proteciion, and yet we may keep the Tincfure
And after the time defigned for its angmentation is elapfed, we
will eafily devife fome colorable E.wu] ¢y 10°€Vade it 3 ar, That
the Gldﬂz was broken, or [ome Error comm.tted in the Opera-

tion. Fory toe Truth s, (faid he) The Emperounrs Court is not

w114y [o great a Treafure 5 it will be Proftituied there and made

commson., But 1o immgaze t/J)' feff to me1m a greater Licgree (:ff Faith-
fulnefS, Thon muft not refufe to give me half the Tincturc, ana we

will take a mutual Oarh. 10 be fuithful one to the cther, s 0ng as

we live, and for what ncw hath paffed between wus, it 1hall be biuyi-
ed in perpetual colivion. The Emperor Jhall never know ary
sning of ity neither [Fall he ever have any of the Tincture.

Fr. Wenceflans was fain tomake-an Agreement on thofe
Terms-which vvere dravyn up in writing, fubfcribed with

both their hands,and confirmed by their mutualOaths;and -

fo the Tin&ture vvas divided betvvixt them. ‘The Count
made a‘Tryal by himfelf alone the next “ay, vvith fome
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Bur:hy had given him heretofore ; but vvith this Caution,
That it vvas not yet perfect. Having tafted a fevvdrops
thercof, he prefently felt a moft grievous and vehement
painin his Joynts, {o that he could hardly perform his
Journcy vvith kr. Wemeﬂam to Vienna, But the firft night
after his "coming, he vvas fo afflited vvith heat, that all
his Entralls feemed to be on a Flame ; as he complain-

ed himfelf. The Day follovving his Phyfician, the Son

of Dr. Sorbat, vvhofe Name vvas Kreéiffer, vvho vvas alfo
Phyfician to the Emperors Army vvas fent for, vvho con-
fidering his prefent Condition, applyed the propereft re-
medies he could, which availed him nothing, but bad

Symptoms did fo grow upon him, that the third day his
‘Cafe was judged defperate.

The Count himfclf alfo being {enfible of his Death ap-
proaching, caufed his Brother the Mafter of the Poft-Of-
fice to the Emperor, Count Pescr de Paar, his only heir,
(for the fick Brother was a Batchelour) to be fent for a-
bout night : to whom he fpoke in thefe Words ;

It was foretold to me heretofore in Ttaly , That I [hosld ob-
tain the Tincture, and, That foon after I [hould dye!The firft part
of the Prophecy is fulfilled, and the latter is near at hand to be
accomplifled 5 1 kinow, That yor hawe beftowed as much tine and
Expencein this Art asmy [elf 5 1 have nithing mere valuable
10 leave you, and which, nothing can be more acceprable 1o yox,
than a Notable Portion of Tiniture, which I have [ealcd up in
this Desk, and fball entraft it in the hand of my Confeffor, who
#pon my deceafe, [hall deliver it 10 you. :

After which words, he delivered the Desk to his Con-
feflor,who was prefent and heard him fpeak them. Count

of his proportion thereof, to try vvhew.cr he had not:

been deceived therein: but he found it Right and good,
Having f{taid a vvhile at- his Country Houfe , he vvas
about to return to Fienna : but he vvas rtaken {o grievoufly
fick of a fit of the Gout, that out-of the intollerable Tor-
ment vvhich he felt, he drank {fome 1w um Potabile, vwhich.

BH_)‘?“/J}-;

Petcr not imagining his Brother was fo near his End, took -
his leave of him for that Night, and rode home, becaufe
it was very late. And his Brother foon after departing
this Life, his Confeffor alfo took Coach, and went home

to the Monaftery of St. Francis, not far diftant from the
. | ] EmPe“
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The Death of the Deces- ! that he enquired into the occafion, whilft the Count was
fed Count being fignified to his Brother, by his Foormen - yetprefent, and underftanding that it arofe upon the fcore
who had accompanied the Confeffor home. -of afealed Desk : he demanded it of the Father who had it

The Count immediately rofe out of his Bed, being but . Ankeeping : which having received from him, the next
newly entred thereinto, and clothing himfelf, gallopped - morning he carried it with him to the Emperor, and com-
At tWo ot the clock in the morning,to theMonaftery of the plained grievoufly againft the Count, as being the occafi-
Francifcans, and. after he had knock'd fiercely at the Gate | -on of that nights Uproar : In the mean time, as foon as it °
for admittance,the drowfy Porter arofe and 1ét him in ; the Was day, the noife hereof was {pread all over the City: and
Count defired to be admitted to the Speech of the Confer ~ among thereft it reached the Ears of F, Wenceflaws, who
for of his-newly deceafed Brother, but it was r eply’d, It prefently haftned to Court, and by means of the Emprefs’s

~Was an unfeafonable time for fuch a Vifit, inregard the ‘Confeflor obtaining Audience, he related to the Emperor
old-man was weak, and weary, and being newly returned the whole Story how the Count had ufed him in Hungary,
home, was laid downtoreft.” The Count was not {fatisqi’d how he had extorted from him half the Tin@ure, how he
with this Anfwer, but was very earneft with the Porter to was necefiitated, by aforced Agreement, not to difcover
accompany him and lome of his Attendants to the o]d any thing hereof whilft he was living, but was now free
Fathers Cell : he making Excufts, the Count rufhed ia from the Obligation of his Oath by the Counts Death,that
prefently himfelf, and awak’d him, demanding the Desk he was very glad that the Tin@ure was at length come in-
which his Brother had depofited in his hands,as now right- to the Hands of the right Owner his Imperial Majefty, for
fully belonging unto him. Whom he had long before defigned it; he did therefore

The Father was much furprized at his fuddain Irruption now implore nothing more of his Imperial Majefty, buc
and demand::  which he did the more fufpe&, becaufe it that he would afford him his Protection, againft the Vio-
was made at fuch an unféafonable time of the night: where- - lenceof Count peter Paar, his Poftmafter, and his Adhe-
upon he defir’d the Count to hold himfelf contented tj]] the . | |
Morning, and then he fhould have the Desk delivered un- The Emperor perceiving the wondetful Series of this
te him without fai}, only he defired to deliver it in be. Affair,prefently entertained F. Wenieflans at his Court, and
tore the Father Guardian, and that he wou!d then give: committed him to the Care and Infpection of Count Val;-
him hi#acquittance for the Recept: thereof. The Count, ftein, the Imperial Governor of Hat[chiry.
not content with this Anfwer, by the help of his Attend- About this time, the Poft-mafter above-mentioned dyed
ants and Servants,endeavored to get it from him by force : - alfo. F. Wenceflaus being thus received into the Emperours

Whereupon a Tumult arofe; The Wateh was fent for, Protection, had his Lodgings affigned him by the Imperial
the Monksawere alfo gathered together, and a Spanifh Byp. Bowling-Green, where he made fome Tryals before the
of the fame Order, the Confeflor of the Emprefs Margarer, Emperour and Count Anftin of Walleftein his Guardian, and
then lodging in the Monaftery was alfo roufed out of his in the Fallace of the Fobannites in the Carinthian-ftreet, he
{lcep, who hearmg fuch a tumultuous Noife in the Moras- made one of 1 § Marks, as they fay, out of which Tranfmu-
Hery, apriviledged place, was fo mach concernd therciat.,,_ ' ' -

| ' tiiat.
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keep in perpetual Memory of the thing.  Moreover he did
depofite fome of his TinGture in the Court, for angmenta-

tion, and,as farr asI can judge, by the Procefs dlivered .to

me, he_had a great defire to get the Mercury of Silver, how

far he proceeded in it, Ido mot certainly know, but fome
affirm, that he made fome progrefs therein. *'

~ In the mean time he both defired to be acquainted with
fome neted Chymifts and eminent Artifts, and feveral Im-

pofters and Sophifters intruded themfelves into his ac-

quaintance, fo that from thence refulted very frequent jun- -

ketings, drinkings and merry meetings, and many foolith
trifling Procefies wrought by him; from whence ¥. wrcc-
flaus learned rather feveral cunning and fubtil Impoftures,
than any real augmentation of his Pouder: But the noife
& multitude of fo many Importunate Vifitants, being cum-
berfom at Court, Where F. Wenseflaus had his Diet, under
the fevere infpection-of Count Walleftein, he thereuPon pre-

tended, that he had occafion to make fome forts of gua

Forts and other Menstrunms , which would be dangerous

to the whele Court, and caufe fuch noyfom Fumes.

and odious Smells, that they could not fafely be pre-

pared inthat place ; therefore a Laboratory was built for-

him, in the Carinthisn Fort, where the Emperors chief En-
ginecr did dwell, his name was Fifcher, a great-lover: of

Alchymy, and who fhewed himfelf very ofhcious to him,

affifting him to build ftrange and moft nonfenfical Furna-
ces which ean ever be {een; and befides being not a little

- pleafed with his good fortune of the ncighbourhood and

-acquaintance of the Owner offo rich a Tin&ure;; but this
intimacy Jafted not long, as the event foon made appear:
for when F. Wenceflaus had fcarcely well fixed his habitati-
on, and fetled his things in order,the Engineer was forced
to leave the fplendid dwelling there affigned him by the
Emperour; and to go to favarm in Hungary, to dwell there,
bis Wife alfo, as fome give. out, being vitiated into the

bar- .
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bargain ; F.iwenceflans alfo fell very fick, and he that wai-

‘ed upon him in his Chamber dyed fuddenly, not without

fome fufpicion of Poyfon, and he himfelf alfo lay without
any hopes of recovery. in thiscafe £. 4. C. P.C. L.de S.
who before had bought fome of the Tin&ure of him, and
had paid him for ita thoufand Ducats, defigning to take

this opportunity of hisillnefs, and deceafe {o apparent, and
fo to get and enjoy his Tincture without money, fent to

him one Biliot, a brench Phvfician, tofteal from him, un-
der pretence of a Vilit, both the faid thoufand Ducats,and

the reft of the Tincture : Fortune did favour him as tothe

firft part of his Defign, but in the latter fhe did fail

- and diffappoint him, for F. V¥ mc‘;ﬂam had hid his Tin-

&ure more carefully thanhis thoufand Ducats : atlafl,the

' Sick man, contrary to allmens exfpectation began to Reco-

ver, and ¥. Francis who was {fent to Rome to obtain a Dif-
penfation for him, to abfolve him from his Vow, having
obtained the fame returned home ; whereupon prefent}y
F. 77enceflans laying afide his Monks Habit, rook a Witc
and was married publickly to one named . 4neerlee , who
had miniftred to him in his ficknefs, and had otherwife
been very affiftant to him when he wanted her; {he was a
very fubtil and crafty woman, yet accounted at P7enna but
little betrer than a common Harlet, and fhe wasthe worfe
thought on becaufe her Sifter had been naught with B.D. L.
and by his advice and affiftance had ‘caufed her Husband

to be made away,for which Fad, he the faid B. D. L. was

" ‘Sentenced to Death: but, though afterwards pardoned by

the Emperour, yet was deprived of all his Dignities, de-
graded of his Nobility, and caft into perpetual Prifon in
the Citadel of Gratz, where he dyed Miferably ; and his
Whore, F. 7 Zenceflins’s Wives Sifter, was the fame day to
be Beheaded in open Court, before the Judgement Hall,
the Scaffold and all the teft being already prepared, but

by the interceflion of the Wife of Caffel Rodrigo, the Spaéli[h
- E 2 m-
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Embaflador the was fet free, yet afterward, upon the ac--
count of ker Jeud life,and difhoneft Pracifes, fhe was kil’d .
with a Piftol-fhot.

kr. v7enceflans being linked by Marriage into fuch a Fa-
mily,did then fancy for a time, Thartall the Elements did
confpire together to make him happy : for wh! ¢ he

was vifited by Perfons of the higheft Rank, an
was mightily rcfge&ed by the moft eminent Ladies, Coun-
tefles and Princefles: Asforme,as S(Fc&ator ot this Scene,

I confidered him in this Fools Paradife : Whilit jt put me.

11 mind of Coranelins Agrippa,who, in his Book of the #ani-
¥y of Sciences, under the Titleof Alchymy, fayes, That if
ever he [hould be Mafler of the Tinlture, he would Jpend it all in

7OLDing ows in V¥oring ; for women being naturally covetous,

he could thereby eafily make them to proftitute them[elves, .and to

yield unto his Lufl, .

And it feems that not only F. ¥Penceflans was fo mighty
a Proficient and fo ftout a Souldier in the School of VE-
NUS, That he was brought very low by the French Dif-
cafe, but alfo’ that his Wife 4ngerlec dyed of it.  After
whole deceafe Fr. ¥Zenceflans exceeded all Bounds-of ho-

neflt Modefty, and'da&r‘ly let loofe the Reins to all finful
¢s : for from that time he had ob-

and ‘voluptuous exce
taincd the Tinure, he fpent in two or three years time

more than Ten Myriads of Crowns, in all manner of Lux-.-

ury : and he forefaw well enough, that it cculd not laft

and fubfift long at that rate : for the Tincure would not-

maintain him. And to turn it into Gold, or fell it for a

fmall price would turn to no'Account. as he had alwaies -
hoped it would by Augmentation, and thereby to gain an -

mexhauftible Treafure,

But on the one hand, his Want and Neceffity was fuch,
and on the other hand. the Solicitings of thofe who.
would buy of his Powder, were {0 importunate that he

could -not refift fo great -Temptavions: And therefore

between..

withal
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betweenboth, herefolved upon a difhoneft Shift, .which.

was to fell for great Rates, Poudred Cinnabar, red Lead, and
the Caput Mortuum of Aqua foriis beyled, and fuch other In-
gredients in {lead of the true Pouder, mixing alfo there-
with fome few Filings of Copper, that Foolifh ignorant
People might miftake the fame for a Gold-making Pou-
der : tofome hefold it without any fuch Cozening Ad-

dition as Coppar: And if they were not able to tinge with

it, hc would lay the Blame on their Impatience and Un-
skilfulnefs in making the Projection. To others, he paw-
ned fome of his Counterfeit. Tincture for a great fumm
of. Money, which he pretended, he had a prefent ufe for:
but he was loath to fpend his Tincture in projecting, be-
caufe he hoped to augment it with a Thoufand-fold ad-
vantage :  And thatthey might fee the Tin@ure was ge-
nuine and true, he took fome of it and wrapt it up in
a lictle Wax, with which he mingled a little of his right
Tincture, which he called his Crocus, .or Pouder of Redu-
&tion, and fo ringed therewith.

By this means he got very many 1000’ of Crowns, and
over and above he got P.C. de L. and C. L. to be his Affi-
{tants and Partners in thefe Myfteries.  But the Impudent
fort, among which A. C.P. and his Cofen C.B. areto be
reckoned, he gave them whole Ingots which he had caft,
confifting of cqual parts of Gold and Silver; then filing

fome of them, and diffolvin; it into common qsa for:s,

which he brought with him, he affirmed that now his
Tinéture was exalted into a Menftruum, which would pre-

- fently change Silver into Gold :  and that as foon as ever

the price or value which was to be paid for its -purchafe
fhould be put therero, it would be converted into Gold:

It hath been alfo further reldated to me, That he grew to
that Degree of Impudence, as to tinge fome fort of Coins
after this manner ito Gold, before the Emprefs Dowager
and the Empcrour himfelf.. Yea..this fellow was {0 arro-

gant
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gant,as to caufe his own Effigies to be drawn on {fpme of
whofe falfe Coins which he did attempt deceittully to put
- off.

Yet this matter could not be kept fo {ecret,but the more
prudent began to fmell the Cheat,and to mutter fomething
about it; which was very ill taken in the Emperours Courrt.
For he was in fuch Credit there, that it was not fafe to im-
pcach him, asbeing received into the Emperors FProtecti-
on, both againft the Clergy and the Secular Power, and
even againft the skilfulin the fame Art. For great men
are loth to acknowledge their Error;but think themfelves,
tho under a Miftake, to be as infallible as the Pope him-

{elf. '

Thofe who were not much concern'd in the Matter, fuf-

fered itfo t> pafs, as taking little Notice of it ; but fome

true Philofophers were very much aggriev’d, That foin.
famous an Impoftor, after fo many Vows and Protefta-
tions made by him to the contrary, and after fuch evident
Proofs of his former debauch’d Life, after {o many villa-
nous Crimes committed, and hisbafe Proftitution .openly
of {o noble an Art of Chymiftry, fhould yet notwithftand-
ing that he ranted it up and down in his Coach in Mafqua-
rades, before the Emperours Court, be mamtain’d and pro-
tected by him. But others,who had been cozened by [})ﬁm
-of great Summs of Money,even to many thoufand Ducats,
with his adulterate Tin&rure, could not fo reft fatisned, but
brought in their Action againit him ar common Law:
where, after fome time and much Expence, they obtained
Judgment againft him, but it never was put in Execution,

though ali other means were try’d. |
Now the Emperour,un!efs he would have left his Favo-

rite ¥ #eaceflan; to the Jurifdiction and power of his Judges,

and Rigor of the Law,muft needs interpofe: for the Com-

plaints made againft him for his infolent and abufive pra-
&ifes were fo many, and the Fame of them was {pread fo

far

F o
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far abroad in the world That his Imp ial Majefty thought
it more convenient to have the Noife of it altogether fup-

preft.
To be fhort, The Emperour paid all his Debts, and that

he might prevent his farther opportunity of Cofenage, he
got from him the reft of his Tin&ure, and then advanc'd.
him to the moft Ancient Order of Barrony in Eeohemia, by

the Title of nares Seyler of Seylerburgh , and afterwards

made him Hereditary Mafier of the Mint of Bokemia :- and

having thus preferred him, he fent him away from his
Court to Praguc, where he now lives very gallantly ; and.
hath made Iryer Frascss the Steward of his Houfe : hav-

ing married a Sccond Wife, called #7aldes Kircheriana, a .

handfome woman, and of a Noble Family.

In the mean time, a Rumor was fpread all over Germany,
That the Devi! Lad carricd him away Soul and Bo-y. Which
Report, though it might have fome good grounds; yet, for"
this time it was not true: but he hath very great reafon:.
to-fear that it may prove true, at'laft, if he doth not

amend his Life : and the Event thereof we muft exPc&.

I have defcribed the Series of this-Story both to. vindi-
cate the Truth, and alfo to fatisfy fo many Curious, who
have defpicable thoughts of Chymifiry. If I have mifta-
kenin any Paflage, Fr. P¥enccflans is yoralive, and Iear-
refily defire him to amend and re@ify my miflakes, and
to vindicate himfelf,by giving the World a more exact Ac-
count thereof that he may no longer Iye under any unjuft

Refiection. o
For a Conclufion, 1keartily wifh, That if God fhould -

blefs any lover of this noble Art.with fome fuch like Trea-
furc he would ufc it better than #Penc: flans hath done : for -
the Glory of God,the Benefit 2nd advantage of his Neigh-
bour and the furcherance of his o v n everlafting Salvation..




