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2 An Expofstion upon
true attaining of this Myftery, both i
the Theory and Praltick of it, which s
not in this fhort Epiftle fully taught.
This then I intend as a Key to all my
former writings, and affure you on my
faithful word, that I {hall not {peak oné
‘word doubtfully or Myftically, as [ have
in all my other writings, {eeming to aver
fome things, which taken without a F1-
gure, are utterly fal(e,which we did only
to conceal thisArt. ThisKey therefore we
intend not to make common 3 and fhall
intreat you to keep it {ecret to your {elf,
and not to communicate it, except it be
to a {ure friend, who you are confident
will not make it publick : And this ré-
queft we make upon very good grounds,
knowing that all our writings togethet,
are nothing to this, by reafon of the
contraditions, which we have wover
into them , which here is not dong.jin
the leaft meafure. I fhall therefore 1n this
Epiltle take up a new Method, and that
different trom the former, and fhall firlt
draw up-the fubftance of thePhilofophy
couched 1n this Epiftle, into fevera) con-
clufions, and aftcr elucidate the fame.
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4 An Equﬁtioﬂ #pon | B
is moft pure wh'itelMercury, Wl}ijclh is iné. ‘ ' _
deed true Quicksilver in mantfefto, an D ST AP Y vt e
J’ulp/mr in ocml_to, .t_hc_fe are our twa mgg.ﬁ _/lg;}? tzh;Ed]itmp ! T
Principles. B CsLieatrumit is Staye 8.
" The fifth Conclufion from the Twelfth 4 ~ _ .
Stave is, That if a mans Principles be
true, and his Operations regular , his
Event will be certain, - which Event is
no other then the true Myftery.

 Thefe Conclufions are but few in nums-
ber, but of great weight or concern-
ment; the Amplification, llluftration and
Elucidation therefore of them, will make
a fon of Art truly glad.

b

Forafimuch as j¢ 1S not

ofe here to invite any
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6 An Expofition.upop -
“leus 3 hethat-will cavil, let him cavil s
But he whofe mind is perfwaded of the

truth of this Art, and of jts Dignity, let-

him attend to-what is in the Illuftration
of thele Five Conclufipns difcovered,

and his heart (hall certainly rejoyce. We:

- {hall therefore briefly Illuftrate this 1.
Conclufion, and infift there more largely,

where the fecrets of the Art are moft
couched. . '

For this firft, which concludes in ef-
fect the truth of the Art, and its validity;
“he that would therecin be more fatisfied
m it, let him-read the Zes#imony of the
Lhilofophers : And he that will not be-
lteve the Teftimony of (o' many men, be-

ing moft of them men of renown in their

own times, he will cavil alfo againft all
other Arguments. ] ”

~ We {hall anly hold to Ripley’s Tefti-
mony 1n this our Key, who in the Fourth
Stave, affures the King that at LZovaiz he
ﬁr& {aw the greateft and moft perfeét fe-
crets, namely, the two Elixirss and in his
following Verfes , craved his confident

credit, that he himfelf hath truly found

the way of fecret Alchymy, and promi-
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An Expofition #pon
STAVE X

As the Philofspher in the Book of Meseors

doth write |
The likenefs ’of Bodies Metalline be not

tranfinutable, | *
But after pe added tbefe words of more de-

ligit, | i
Without they be reduced to their beginning |

materiable, -
4 bercfbre ﬁtc.b Bodies which in Nature 6@ i

liguiable, g ]

Mineral & Metalline may be Mercurizate, 3
Conceive you may this Science is not opir |
nionable, N

But very true , by Raymond 4nd otheys .
deterningte.

WE come to the fecond Conclufion 3
the fubftance of which 1s, that «/!
| Metalls, and Badies of Metalline Princiz
-~ ples, may be reduced to their firf Mercy-
rizl Matter; And this is the ‘main and
chief ground for the poflibility of Tran{- S
mutation, On this we mult in(i(t largly .

Silver it
m all ¢

Co2
' p

and fally, for (truft me) thisis the very ¥ d Mon lt’.fs coagulable, E
hlnge on ‘Vthh Our @Cr¢ts hang. - ,; ”"J’ p ] this J”[Pb”r ""I :

k. i’:ﬂz‘ el I . that the Antients'did
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xo . An Expofition upon -
ever judge Sulphur and Mercury, to beall
" ones, but we by the help of a Liquor, the:
Invention of which in thefe parts of the
world we owe to Paracelfys, ( though
among the Moors and Arabians, it hath
been, andis (at this day) commonly
known to the acuter fort of Chymifts.)
By thisI fay, we know that the Swul-
phur which isin Mercury coagulable, and
in the Metals coagulated, is external to.
the Internal nature of Mercury, and may
‘may be feparated in the form of a tincted
Metallick Qyl, the remaining Mercury be-
ing then void of all Sulphur, fave that. |
which may be called its Inward or Cen-;
tral Sulphur,and 1s now incoagulable of it)
{elf, (though by our Flixiritisto be co-:
agulated) but of it felf, it can neither:
be fixt nor precipitated,nor fublimed, but,
remains un-altered in all corrofive wa-
ters, and in all digeftions of heat, One . §
* way then of Mercury Azating all Mctals HR
IR and Mincrals, 1s by the Liquor Alchakeft, @
{8 - whichoutofall fuch Bodies ashave Mer+: S8
7 | cury 10 their Conftitution, canfeparate a [
. running Argeat Vive, from which Argenft
" wiveallitsSulphur is then feparated, fave: |
' - that §




- 13 An Exfoﬁtidri upos - G. Ripley®s Eysery. B
. &0 then, if 4 Mercury drawii fromi dig )  Sprou only pro oA 3 |

. t Bodies, have fiot only the (ame dc{ﬁcieﬁ-‘f -3
x cy of heat and fuperfluity of feces as ..}
| Contimion Meicity hath, but alfo a diltinct, .

 fpecificated form, it muft (by reafon of

is its form) be fo rhuch the farther re-
mote from our Mercury,; thefi common
) il ! ~ Qur Atrt therefore is ta compound two
el - © ;) Principles, (one which the Sa/¢, and
Y another in which the Sulphur ot Nature
doth abound,) which are not yet pesfett,
nor yet totally imperfet, and ( by con-
fequence ) may therefore (by our Art)
be changed or exalted,which that (which
is totally perfeét) cannot bes and then by
Comman Mescury to extralt tiot the Pons
L& § dus, but the Ceeleltial vircue out of the
a8 compounds which virtue (being Fermens

5 B tal) beggets in the comniion Meresry an Off
{(primg more noble then it (elf,which is our
true Hermaphrodite, which will congealit 34 ¢
{elf, and diffolve the Bodies : Obferve but - ]
a grafhof Corn, in which,(carce a difcerp: S
able part is Sprout, and this Sprout, if it &

k
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pis were out of the Grain, would diein'amo- 58
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, ment 3 the whole grain is fown; yet th¢ |
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14' Aﬂ Expoﬁtioﬂ upon
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q that is all corifu-.

214 them to be two thirds of
oh the Mercury whichthou
and the Mercury prepared by
ight. of both will not
chy Mercuries weight by far:
y1 up thy water to a skin, 18
nadelt thy Lotions, for that” ..
dina cool p]acSe ;hm:‘
ve Criftals, which 18 the Salt -of
o hw%x‘l:ge , and no way fit for Me-

Mercary ; yet with thefe t
ettett nothing, for Fermen
‘wonder of the world, an;

thou couldett i f
tal virtue is the .
world, and it is by it; stltll;: R
Sy Tre635 and Plants, -
d, Stoneg, Minerals, and

< then for it only, and
vedly invaly-

thou f{halt

| MetalsPConﬁder theh "-tha )
: , tin
Bodies the Sy/phyy is not [0 radic

lercur : . reills™ o
?licines{ Yet it is a content for the Artxﬁs_‘ ' Ry ~
to fee how the Heterogencities of Mer- and out of the more Impertedt

Aicovered, which no At (ave
the L1qubr1: ot Alchabeft can do, and thdt

all thefe

, ANC d un ren ally mixe

in adcftructive, not a generative Way, c? . Iilnocivu}]:;el.; > 23 118 1n Silver and Golg,
thisis for chisoperation o o8k it I re extoru D (O divers dlcalies,
e le and Female; within their  Jggthat are extraord lolvedormels ' |

e 1 between which there is aFer< @ilted withic, and by thig means th .,.
ﬁfiﬁe‘étﬁﬁ‘shbf&‘;’aem chatwhich noothet; @llcarlal parts are disjoyned , and the o
hing n the world could do. Inall truth’ S ;’l’” wive 1s by fire
;tlél% vou . that if you fhould take our’ St }‘:S cparated,
iﬁlper?e& ,(ZOIHPOT'und BOdya per fé ] ané . “é degnals Indeed _ CAS,
Mercury per Jes and Fcf_rment themhaqu;féi | éParal;iﬁ . _(t:lgpqratnon Off“th&

ep
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46 . AnExpofition npop

. : Xp I ‘ . . ...!_*-;1 Ri . :.i N ‘ L B
but thefe Salts-having feparated the Syl B This Mevcsrs 1 rP l?y s EP ’/? lcf‘ o Ty , o
phwr , do leave the Merciry worfe 5 that [ digeftion) aﬂco ;Y],_fhwlg‘ff(fby continual
‘2o - n dfﬁo 7 allick na. TR | piin the Wh()]e . ‘s
J:il’rem :)hraenei[tt rsvagscbeforéns af"oll‘die;ailtl;c(l}{opnana imarvel not then, that gur Mercury ;SN;I(‘)I;; ]
pofition that Sulpbur of Saturn will not B l;;owerfu]? Which ¢ prépared by Mercaury: 8

R I or certamlythe F erment, which cbr'n'etl;?- o

df joyned with Salt-peter, even as com- |

“cury, but on the Mercxry they act not for
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burn, for though it be Sublimed, Calci.
ned, made Sugar or Vitrified, yet by
Fire and Fluxes 1t ftill returns to the (ame
it was in before; but its Sulphur bein
{as is aforefaid,) feparated, will take fire §

between the compound Body and the
water, caufeth a death ‘and 2 regenera- E
tion 3 it doth that, WhiCh.:ﬁothiﬁg inthe
world cando:. Befides it (@vers fiom Mep-
¢ury a terreftreity which burns like a coal.
and. an Hydropical humour melting in
common water, but the refidue is acua-
ted by a Spirit of Life, which is our true
embryonated :Sulphur of oy watet, not '
vifible, yet ‘working vifibly. © We ,éon-‘
¢lude then, that all Operationis for our
Mercury, but by ¢common Merécnry, and
our _Bodyaccording to out Art, are,ei'ro-" *
ineous, and will never produce our Myfte-

1c; although they be otheywif Meprche
r2¢5 never fo'wondefﬁl]ly -‘ﬁmde." POr as

h?r of the New

- re iy apgy

mon Sulphur doth, {0 that the Salts a& on
the Sulphur-of which they rob the Mes

want ‘of Ferment, which is not to 'be
found , but only amongft Homogenea! }
things. Therefore the Ferment of Bread
Leavens not-a Stone, nor doth the Fer- &
ment of -any Animal or Vegetable, Fer- §
thent a Metal or Mineral. So then,though §
out of Gold thou mightelt obtain a M
tury'by the help of the Liquor of the
ficlt Ze of Salt, yet that Mercury would |
aiever accomplith our work : whereds ol
thé-other fide Mekiury made outof Gold|
by our Mercury, though there be threcH

parts of our Mercury to one of Goldtl
“ This e .
, frvey
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. A% AnE xpoﬁtion wpon °’ Sir G. Ripley’s Epiﬂle; S §
2| tive, our Body in its purity is called the |l I '

Y- Philofophers Luna, being tar more pure - ST AV E XI.

" &+  than theimperfet Metals, and its Sulphur |

B aloas pure astheSulphur of Sol,not thatit In the faid Book, the Philofopher Jpeaketh
4 is indeed Zwna,for it abides not in the fire. alfo, - -

& . Now in the compolition of thefe three; W Thereinifit pleafe Tour Highnefs for to read,
. Firft, our common Mercury, and the two |

W Of divers Sulphurs, 4nd efpecially of two,
‘Principles of our compound there ititer- [ A7d of two Mercuri |

Bl .- cedestheFerment of Luna, outof which | deed,

€s joyned to them in-

: 4| . though it be a Body , proceeds yeta(pe- @ Whereby ke doth true underffanders lead,
- cificated odour : yea, and oft the Pon- B 7o the knowledge of the Principles which be
- dws of 1t 1s diminifhed : If the Compound only true, - ' '
) . -be much walht, after it is fufficiently @ Both Red, Moift, Lurey and White, s I ¥
i clean. $o then, the Ferment of So/and | have efpicd, .
3 '{jj_ Luna ntercedes 10 our compofition; W Which be neverthelefs found but of very ;
‘MK whichFermentbegets an off-fpring mote i  fem. o )3
" . ,‘ 'noble then it felf a thoufand fold; where- @ - | - - '-.7?:5
i1 g - ..asfhould(t thou work on our compound | WE now come to the Third Conclufi- = i
2 18 -body by a violent way of Salts, thou | on, which is, that among all Metal-  §
Br fhould(t have the Mercury , by far lefs @ line and Mineral Sulphuys there are on) e
N -noble then the Rody, the Sulpbur of the Two that ‘belong to our Work ; whiCK ey
108 ‘Body being feparated, and not exalted {8 Twohave their Mercnries effentially uni- B
'®]  byfuchaprogref. = - < W ted with them : Thisis the truth of out. .
SR | . | lecrets, though we (to feduce the un- -
L S -+ | wary) do feemto aver the contrarys; for o
(I - _ _ ., do not think that (‘becaufe we do infinu- E
® - o . dtctwoways, therefore ) we really mean
vy o ST AV E XL 53 as 8
1 ;,, ':f?:'T .
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5o AnExpofitiin upon,”

as we fay, forverily (Cas witnefleth Rjp:
Jey,) There is no true Principle but one,
nor have we but one matter, nor but ore

way of working. upon that matter, nor

but one regimen of heat, and one linear

way of proceeding. _
Thefe two Swlphurs as they are Prins

ciples of our Work , they ought to-be |
eneal, for it is only Gold Spiritual |
that we feek 3 Firlt White, then Red,

Homog

which Gold is no ather then that which
the vulgar fee , but they know not the
hidden Spirit that 1sin it. This Principle
wants nothing but compofition, and thig

crude white Sulphur, which is nothing
but Mercury vulgar, by frequent cohobas
tion of 1t upon our Hermaphroditical bo+
dy, {o long ull it become a fiery water,
- Know therefore, that Mercury hath
in it (elf a Sulphur, which being un-active,
our Art 15 to multiply in it a living altive

Sulpbur, which comes out of the loins of
- our Hermaphroditieal body, whofe Fa-
~ther 1s a Metal, and his Mother a Mines
- ral 5 Take then the moft beloved Daugh-

le Ay |

ter of Saturn, whofe Arms are a Cire

compolfition muft be made with our othep

i
(
)

M.
J

y
'
j!f

- Sur G-Ripley’s Epiﬂ[e. 2y

gent, and onit a Sable Crofs on a Black

Field , which is the fignal note of the
great-world, efpoufe her to the moft war-

like God, who dwells in the houfe of 4-

ture, with this Salt acuate thy water, as.
thou beft knoweft, and thou fhalt have

the Lunary bath in which the Sun will
be amended. \
And in all eruth I affure thee, that al
though thou hadft our Body Mercuriali-
zed (without the addition of Mercury,
or of the Mercury of any of the Metals)
made per (¢, that is, without the addition
of Mercury, it would not be in the leaft
profitable unto thee, for it is our Mercury
only 4 which hath a Celeftial form and

power, which it receives, not only, nor
{o much from the Compound Body or

Principles, as from the Fermental virtue |

which proceeds from the compofition of
both theBody and the Mercury, by which

with Sulphur, that is our Mercury which
i1s impregnated , which Sulphur mult be
ciponfcd with our 8o/, then haft thou two
c B 4 Sulphbnrs

4 .
.......

ries, and thou fhalt find the Salt of Na-

1s produced a wonderful €reature : So -
then let all thy care be to marry Sulphur,
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A . namely, that"tbefe two Sulphurs are, the

& . one moft pure Red Sulpbur of Gold , and

3. the- other of moft pure clean White Mer-

CHry. - _

4 f; - Thefc are our two Sulphurs 3 the one |
K

appears a coagulated Body, & yet carries
-~. . 1ts Mercury inits belly : the other is n
all its proportions true Mercury, yet very

; clean, and carries its Sulphur within its
e {¢elf, though hidden under the form and
ol 3 fluxibility of Mercury. |
4 1. - Sophifters are (here) ina Labyrinth,
IRy for becaufe they are not acquainted with
1 15 Metalline love, they work in things al-
FBr together heterogeneal, s or if they work
LRE upon Metalline Bodies, they yet either
RE joyn Males with Males, or elfe Females
FRE witli Females, or'el(e they work on each
|, g alones or elfe they take Males which are |
1% SRk charged with natural inabilities, and Fe-
i:; males whole Matrix is vitiated. *Thus by
i::j; . their own incanfideration they fruftrate |
LR S ~ theif
i

A AN S IR - »
LW ., Sulphurs married, and twa Mercuries of

X b /' one oft-{pring, whofe Father is the Sun, &
n ~ and Moon the Mother. N .
- - The Fourth Conclufion makes all per-

"3 . fettly plain which hath been (aid before 3

y

their own hopes, and then caft the blame

upon the Art, when as indeed it is only
to be imputed to their' own folly, in not
under{tanding the Philofophers.

- T know many pitiful Sophifters do dote

on many Stones, Vegetable, Animal, and
Mineral; and {ome to thofe add the fiery
Angelical, Paradaical Stone, which they
call a Wonder-working Eflence; and
becaufe the mark they aimat isfo great,
the ways allo by which they would attain
. their fcope, they make alfo agreeable,
that 152 dotible way 5; One way they call
Via Humida, the other they call Via Sic-
ca, (toufe their languages:) The latter
way'is the Labyrinthian path, which is

fit only for the great ones of the earth to - §

tread in3 the other the Dedslear Path,

an eafie way of (mall coft for the poor of

the world to enterprize. ,
But thisI know, and can teftifie, that
there is but one way, and but only one
Regimen , no more colours than ours
and what we fay or write otherwifle, is
but to deceive the unwaty : For if every
thing in the world ought to have its pro-
per caufes, there cannot be any one end
S ' which

- h L " F - ’ . o N ' v 1 1 "gi
- . ' S PR T L LR AP, LM, < f ) i
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’ - ~ 5 ekt et s
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. * which is produced from two Wwayes of’ the end of three weeks. the Soul of the

. working on diftint Principles. o Mercury alcends with the Soul of thedifs - . - .3
A= Therefore we proteft, and mult again. folved Gold 5 thefe are infolded in the: = 3%
g S admonifh the Reader, that (in our for- M everlafting Arms of Venas, forin this feas R
7 18 mer writings) we have concealed much, BB (G the confeions are all tinéted with'z - [
:,'1,;' j ’f, | ' by rearon Of the tWO Ways weE have lnﬁ" pure green Colours There DOV,CS are cil‘i“; S ! i. :,: |

Sir G.Ripley's Epifile. ag !

'!* .

nuated, which we will briefly touchs; BB culated feaven times , forin feavenijs § M
There is one Work of ours, which is the perfection, and they are left dead, for
ai Play of Children, and the Work,of Women, they then rife and move nomore; oup . -]
' , and that is Decoion by the Fire; and Body is then black like to a Crows Bill, g
. we proteft that the loweft degree of this for in this operation all is turned to Pow~ + . %
ﬁ%:_ our work, is, that the matter be ftirred dery blacker than the blackeft. Such { = ..
up,and may hourly circulate vt_nthout fea.r . paflages as thefe we do oftentimes ufe ‘ RO
; of breaking- Of the VC“C], Wthh fOI' thlS | when we fpcak of the Prep_aration .OF our i
reafon ought to be very ftrong 5 butour | Mercury 5 and this we do to deceive the i
1 3 lincal Decotion is an Internal Work, W  fimple, and it is alfo for no other end = o
i 33 “which advances cvery day & hour, and: |  that we confound our operations, {pea- 5
5 33 1s diltin& from that of outward heat, and B king of one, when we ought to {peak ‘
1 112 therefore is both invifible and infenfible, W of another; For if this Art were but
B v In thisour work, our Dianais ourbody | plainly fetdown, our operations would (
. when it 1s mixed with the water, for ,t-he.n B be contemptible even to the foolifh.
4 all is called the Moon; for Latorn 1s whi- Therefore believe me in this, that be-
}* tened, and the Woman bears rule: our M caufe our works are truly natural ; We
Ry Diana hath awood, for in the firft days ', therefore do take the liberty to confound
S of the Stone, our Body after it is whiten- - the Philofophers work with that which _1
¢ ed grows vegetably. In this wood arq 1s purely Natures work, that fo we f
at the laft found two Doves; for about . might keep the fimple in ignorance con- '

the 7 ecrning
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Ceming our true Vinegre, which b,‘eing,*

unknown, their labour is wholly loft.

L.et me then (for a clofe) fay only thus

much 3 Take our Body which is Gold,
and our Mercury which is feven times
acuated by the marriage of it with our
Hermaphroditical body which isa Chaoy,
and it is the {plendor of the Soul of the

God Mars, in the Earth and water of

Saturn 3 mix thefe twoin fuch a Pondus

as Nature doth require : in this mixture
you have our invifible Fires, for in the

Water, orin the Mercury is an altive

Sulpbyr or Mineral Fire, and in the Gold
adead, paffive, but yet altual Sulphurs

Now when that Su/pbur of the Gold is

ftirred up and quickned, there is made
__ between the Fire of Nature which is in

™ the Gold and the Fire againft Nature,
which is in the Mercury , a Fire partly
of the one, and partly of the other, for

ic partakes of both 5 and by thefe twa

Fires thus united into one, is caufed.

both Corruption (which isHumiliation)
and Generation, (which is' Glorification

only governs this way of the Internal
' F irea‘

and Pertettion.) MNow know that God
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Fire, Man being ignorant of the progrefs
thereof, only by his Reafon beholding
its operations, heis able to difcern that
it is hot 5 that is, that it doth perform the
altions of heat, which isDecoction. In
this Fire there is no Sublimation, for Sub-
limation is an Exaltation 3 But this Fire
1s fuch an Exaltation, that it is PerfeGi-
on it felf, and that beyond it is no pro-
grefs. | |
All our Work then is only to multiply
thisFire, thatis, to circulate the Body,
fo long until the Virtue of the Sulphur
be augmented. Again, thisFire is an in+
vifible Spirit, and therefore not having
Dimenfions as neither-above nor below,
but every where in the Sphere of the:
activity of our Matter in the Veflel;.So -
that though the material vifible fubftance
do fublime and aftend by the a&ion'@f
the Elemental heat, yet this Spifitual.
Virtue is always as well in that which
{ubfides in the bottom, as in that which
1s in the upper part of the Veffel. For
it 1s as the Soul in the Body of Man,
which is every where at the fame time,
and yet bounded or terminated in none.
| This
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This is the Ground of one Sophifim of
ours, (viz.) when we fay, that in thig
true Philofophical Fire there 1s no Subli-
mations; for theFire is the Life, and the
Life is a Soul, which is not at all fubject
it to the dimenfions of Bodies : Hence alfo
'}_] it is, that the opening of the Glafs, or
) cooling of the fame durin
T_ Working, kills theLife or
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i this fecret Sx/phur, and yet not one Grain

then is that which any Child knows how

to kindle and govern, but.it isthe Phi-
lofopher only that is able to' difcern the

true inward Fire , for it is a wonderful
thing which:acts in the Body, yet is no
139 ~ part of theBody. Therefore the Fire is
01 » a Coeleftial Virtue, itis uniformed 5 that

15, itis always the fame umtil the period
-4 . bf its Operation is come 3 and then be-

7 for every Agent, when the cnd of - its
YO dction is come,: then refts, o
S + Remember then, that when we fpeak
'R of-our Fire which {ublimes not, that thou
ff . do not miftake, and think that the moi
i {ture of the Compound which is within
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- it muft do unceflantly 5 but the Fire that G

me of ;

of the matter.is loft. The ElementalFire Ml fée a Noble Off-fpring : Let the Fire

that whic

, bim.
, : ] " * . a . | . ® ‘ o . L. * ,
{ ing come to perfeGtion,. it.adts no more; -
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the Glafs, ought not to Sublime, for that 3

fublimes not is the Metalline love, which
s above; and below, aud in all places .
alike. Now then for a clofe to all that o
‘hath been faid, learn, and be well advi-
fed what matter you take in hand, for
an evil Crow lays an evil Egg, - as the
Proverb hath it5 Let thy Seed be pure,
and thy Matrix alfo pure, thenfhalt thou N

without be fuch, as in which our Con-
feCtions may play to and frounceffantly, =
and this (in a few days) will produce .

A1 ch thou moft longeft for, the S
Crows Bill. Continue then thy Decotti-
on, and in an hundred and thirty days oy
thou fhalt {te the White Dove, and in
ninety days more the Sparkling Chern- e
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anon 9 ' , O R |
For him that worketh the Alchymy #o take:
Our Gold and our Silver therewith to make
all one, o, IR
Wherefore I [ay ; who will our Pearl and
Ruby make, - L
The (aid Principlesdook that he not for-
e v e
For at the beginning,
drue 5 -

~ And if [0 be
In thend truly bis work, e fhall not. rue,

if the Principles be

#

- THus come we to the laft Conclufion,
4 which is, that if a Mans Operations
be Regular, and his Principles true, his

O Fools and Bknd that do not confg
der how each thing in the world hath his
proper Caufe and Progrefs in Operation;

his ate

« , beyand Sea, he would not find .
T tempt

v VY

g0 AnExpofitionnpots-

- And ibefe Two 1/31'”3! 53. b‘,'ﬂa e “ddew '

by craft he can thim alfo take;

end will be certain, (‘viz.) the Maftery; -

Think you, if a Seaman fhould witha
gallant Coach, intend to Sail to any place:

_. Or it with a Ship
Fallantly furnifkied, he fhould Row at
Random, he may not (ooner ftumble on

an infortunate Rock, then arrive at the |
go!den Coaft : Such fools are they who
leek our {ecret in trivial ma’trcrsJ, and

yct hope to find the Gold of Cphir.

\témpt to be foolifh:

+
-
. .
L
L

For tﬁc more cxrzd Guiding of your Pra-
clice, .m/{c notice of tbefé nwenty Rules
' Nule 1.

Whatever any Sophifter may fuggeft
UNto you, or you may read in any So-
phiftical Author; yet let none take you
trom this ground, (viz.) That as the end
you look for is Gold : fo let Gold be.
the fubje&t on which you work. and
none other. ’ |

o | Kule 11 -
Let none deceive you with telling
you, that our Gold is not common, but
| Philolophical s for common Gold is dead
which is true : But as we order 1t, there

s made a quickening of it, asa grain of

Corn in the Barth is quickened,

D

So

L]
I T
. ] . -
L] a I ' . . b '
. ! L. r Lot |

R e A P R T e f . .
. R . e T gy :

o - . . :1_ .- ] L 1-1_; ARV L .‘F_-_J ‘&Ft:\‘ L tﬂ..i':'_“,'.?-.;_"f-_*.li'-;'*.+ . . ol .
, | S. T, I{ ""’*' y ’1 *lu-*""‘1 :-l# ’".l:“.'}. ‘ | - I Lf‘l "1"' .
- o GoRipley’s Epifile. g
\ . l. A"
‘f




YaE 33 An Expoﬁlz(m wpowt - -
31,;;3*-: . Sothenin our work, after fix Weeks, |8
h ~ Gold that was dead, becomes quick, 'h-

o URET  ving, and {permaticals and i our com-

. TS < . !

'l ;;g;,;;,;- -+ polition, it may be called Qur Gold, be-

:: :':f“’i T caufeit is joyn'd withan Agent that will
- certainly quicken it : So a Condemned

27 . it

A e Man, is called a Dcad Man, though at

! | “_';;;;.:*'-i o pl'erﬂllt liVing-

Rule 111. o
Befides Gold, which is the Body or

|+ which is the Spirit and Soul 5 or Female,
N | and this s Mercury , in [lux and Form
like to common Argent Vive, yet more

i clean and pure. S
) ~There are many, who inltead of Mer-.
A ém*y, will have {trangeWaters or Liquors,
I ST which they [tile by the name of Phile-

Bt a0k them, for what a Man {ows, that he mult
&' 1 | look to reap : If thou fhalt (0w thy Bp-
| B . dy inany Earth, but that which is Me-
. ’ .- tallinc and Homogeneal to it 3 thou {halt

PR inftead of a Metalline Elixir, reap an
SRR uaprofitable Celx, which will be of no |

C . value, -

 Rule1V.

|
£ ! . Male, you muft have another Sperm,
|

o fophical Mercurys bBe not deceived by |

P ) . S R A ﬁ:ﬂwﬁfmg‘%
“Sir G. Rip]‘by’ﬁ EP}/}[e, |
- Rule 1V, y

Our Mercury is in [Uibftance one with
common Argent Vige, but far different

mborms Ior 1t hath a Form Ceeleftial,
Flery, and of excellent Virtwe @ and this

s the Nature which it reccives by our

Artificial Preparation.

- Rule V.,

The whole Secret of our Preparation,
is, that thou take that Mireral -which 1s
next of kin to Gold, and to Mercuryy Im-
pregnate this with Volatile Cold, which
15 found in the reins of Aars , with thig
purilie your Mercury until (Laven times
are palt, then it 1s fitted for the Kings
dath. | L

Rule V1.

Yet know, that from feaven timeé to

ten, the Mercury is made better and bet-

ter, and is more attive, being by each

Preparation acuated by our trut Silphyrs

which if it execed in number of Prepa- -

rations, becomes too fiery; which ine
(tead of diffolving the Body, will Coa.
gulate it (clf, | '

D2  RuleVIL

LA IR ¢
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‘Hg AN Rule VII. . ture with Vinegar and Salt till it be very - i

. U This Mercury thus acuated, is after to be pures Andlaltly, Dulcifie it with warm O
/I = 51('?‘ . ' . . . e ] » . ' . ‘;__-'l | {Hk
. R diftilled in a Glafs retort twice or thrice; | water, and dry it carefully. N

: L and that for this rcafon, becaule {ome L -y
A Atoms of the Body may be 1nit, which § Rule X. IS ol
N were inlenfibly left in the Preparation Know now, that whatever we fayout * R
& ;‘ . of the Mercury , afterwards 1t 1s to be of Envy, our way is none other, and i
i cleanfed well withVinegar and Sal-arwmo- we proteft, and will proteft, that neither e
al ’ ~ wmiack, thenis it fit for the work. We, nor any of the Antients knewany
Rule VIII. — ((ffl]?f' way 5 for it is impoffible that out
g ' Chufe your Gold for this work pure C‘{Cigt cill be '\:Vl‘%ughg by any other Prin- n
and clean from any mixture: if it be not O[l)ll g’ O}lj.‘}m]f)} cr difpofition then this. .
fo when you buy it, make it {o by of Fir(c)ri)l ' n KSO}HI.Y mn the two kinds -
- Purgation 3 thenlet it be made fine, ei- | Firc whi]c?u'l ‘éorl{ ' the Internal fecret i
|3 ther by Filing , Malleating , ‘Calcining aalities ‘1'133 91‘;15 [nftrument, hath no B
K with Corrofives, or any other way, by (\]vc G eakpufF cptibic to man, of thatFire L
y 3 which 1t may be made molft fubtile. ¢ peak otterr, and {cem yet to (peak o
RS | | _ - | - of the External heats and hence arife o
2R Lyle TX. among the unwary many Errours. This 8
} \ ~* Now comc to your mixture, in which | 1s our Fire which is graduated. for the
R take of the aforefaid Body fo chofén and External hcat, is almoft linear all the '
I prepared, one Ounce of Afercury, as is work, to the white work, it is one with-
4] Ll _ above taught animated, two Ouncesor JR out alteration, fave that in the feaven
PR - three at the moft, mix them in a Marblé g nrlt days we keep the heat a lictle flack
{ | W!liCh may be warmed (o hot as water R for certainty and {ecurity fake, which g
X SN will heatit; grind both*together till they [ an experienced Philofopher need not do. -
] 1}-: | be well incorporated, then wafh the mix: but the Internal governing heat is in- s
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g fenfibly graduated hourly, and by how " BB i, the Vial, into your mouth, which
o much that s daily w{lgOI'ﬂde by the con- when you take thé Glafi from youtr
tinnance of Decoction, the Colours are mouth, isagain fuckt into the Glas with
altered, and the Compound maturated: gl , hifiing, {o that your ear'may perceive
) ,:; | II]HVC Ul'lFOldCd a matn knOt unto y'OU,_ thc HOir65 this iS an l]n(]Ollbted ty ,.-'l ~..
n take heed of being infhared herce again, P A
- Knle XII. ik
Knle XI. * ot - . o
| You muft then provide your {¢If with g
Then you muft provide a Glals Tung a Furnace, by wife men called an #¢h... R
I in which you may perfedt your work, nor, in which you may accomplith your B
\RHE without which you could never do any work 5 nor will any one ferve in your )
. L BRI

thing; Letit be either Oval or Sphert-, frlt works But fuch a one in which yon -

Cﬂ] ] (O blg 1 l‘CfCl’CnCC to yOul‘ C()m'f may givc a heat Obﬁ:ul-cly red at your | } ,}3
pound, that it may hold about twelve Bl pleafure, or lefler, and that in its higheft -
tiNCs the ql]fintlty (')Flt within 1S Sphel‘c, d('gree OF h('.’ﬂt, it may cndur‘e tWClve ;1
let your Glafs be thick and {trong, clear, hours at the leaft, - o
EEEE ~and free of flaws, with a neclc about a This 1f you would obtﬁi11 . Obferve -
':; “ N \ Span or oot l()ng5 In this Egg rut yout Filﬂ, that your nelt be no b';ggel‘ then,

matter, {caling the neck carctully, with-
SR \ out flaw, orcrack, or hole, for the Jealt
13N vent will let out the fubtile Spirit, and
RS deftroy the work. | -
You may kuow the cxact Sealing of
'your Gla(s thus, ‘when it is cold, put the
neck where it is {ealzd, into your mouth;
and fuck {tronglys if there be the lealt
vent, you will draw out the Air, that1s

to contam your difh with about an Inch
vacaney at the fide where the Vent-hole !
of your Athanor, is for the Fire to play.
| Secondly, Let your Difh be no bigger
then to hold one Glafs with about an
Inch thickne(3 of Athes between the Glafs
and fide, remembring the word of the
Philofopher, One Glafs, One T hing, One Y
Furnace for fich a Difh {tanding with o
_ D 4 the S
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about three Inches Diameter, floping up-
‘wards, will with the {tream of Flame,
- which s always playing to the top of the

or a fourth as big as your Platrer 1s Di-

Inches fquare at the Fire-place, you are

‘,bc'bﬁlg_ cnough, or very hardly, . ™

be.clofed to an hole which may but jult

ferve for calting in of Coals about thtee

‘Inches Diameter or Square, which will
L keep down the heat powertully. L o

. ! . ".,".' j _-'- r‘-5||1 im_ . 7o 1 = = TN n .i - - I .k - L ] ' . . ! e ' L 'Ft_j;1 .‘\Ef"fl:? N
- - im ‘T:J -".:‘. 'i.‘l ’ ‘- - ’ * i.‘.k*.'.? { .1"'.‘# ;

- An'Expofition upon

the bottom level to the vent-hole, which
in fuch a Furnace ought to be but one,

Veflel, and round about the bottom, be
kept alwaysma glowing heat.

~Thirdly, If your Difh be bigger, your
Furnace ventmuft be within a third part,

ameter, clfe it cannot be exactly , - nor
continually heated. : .

Fourthly, If your Tower be above (ix

out of proportion, and can never do
rightly as to the point of heat; For if
you caufe 1t (if above that proportion)
to {tream with flame, the heat will bé too
big : And if it {tream not, it will ng

Fitthly, Let the top of yoﬁ}‘ Furnace

-~ Riile f XHL
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Rule X111.

Glafs with your matter, and give Fire as
Nature requires, eafie, not too violent 5
beginning there where Nature left. Now
know, that Nature hath left your Mate-
rals 1n the Mineral Kingdom 5 therefore
though we take comparifon from Vege-
tables and Animals; Yet you muft under-
itand a Parall¢! in the Kingdom, in which
the Subject you would handle is placed:
As tor Inftance, if I thould Analogize,
between the Generation of a Man, and
the Vegetation of a Vegetable, you muft
not underftand , as though the heat for
one, were to be meafured by the others
tor we know, that in the ground Vege-

tables will grow, which is not without

heat, which they in the Earth fecl, even
In the beginning of the Spring; yet
would not an Egg be hatched in that

‘heat, nor could aman feel any warmth,

but rather to him a numbing cold.

Since then you know that your work

appertams all to the Mineral Kingdoms;
you mult know what heat is fit for Mi-

_p}d‘al Bodies, and may be called a gentle

heat,
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 Thefe things thus ordered, et in %your‘ .
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heat, and what violents Firft, now con- | . | RS
fider, wheré¢ Nature leaves vou, not only - Rule X1V, _ o
1 the Mmeml-ngd?m, but in it to Know, that aﬂ your progre(s in this
work on Gold f\ﬂd ﬂ:rerczf‘ry, which are Work 1s to afcend i Ry e Nybs : from - t
both incombuftible : Yet M creury bel_ng the Moon up to the Sunj that is in Ny- "y
tender, will break f,‘,” Veiels, if the Fire bibus, or in Clowds : Therefore T charge e
be over extreme s l“hcrcﬁ)rc:: though it thee to fublime 1n a continual vapour t
be incombultible, and fo ro Fire can hurt that the Stone may take Air, and live. 0
1t, yet al{fo it muft be kept with the Male ' | |
Sperm 1n one Glafs, which if the Fire be Rule XV. ' ¥
too big, cannot be, and by confequence ~ o
the work cannot be accomplithed, So Nor is this enough, but for to attain
then from the degree of heat that will our permanent Tincture, the water of i

keep Lead or Tin conftantly molten, and
bigher, fohigh as the Glas will endure
without danger of breaking, is a tempes
rate hicats and [0 you begin your de-
grees of heat according to the Kingdory
m which Nature hath left you, .

As then the higheft degree of heat
which the root of a Tree feels in the
bowels of the Earths is nos by far com-

our Lake muft be boyled with the Afhes
of Fermes Trees ¥ charge thee then to
boyl night and day without ccafing,
that in the troubles of the {tormy Sea,

the Heavenly Nature may alcend, and
the Earthly defcend,

or venily, if we did not Royl, we
would never name our work Decotion,

parable to the lowelt degrec of heat an [l but Digeftion; For where the Spirits only
Animal hath 5 So the highe(t }degree of Circulate filently, and the Compound »
heat 2 Vesgetable will endure without below moves not by an Ebullition, that B
burning, is too low for the firft degreg Is only properly to be named Digeftion. - .

of Mineral heat as to our Work, -

Rule RuleXVL.
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2 . til about the 40th day utter blacknefs be: -~ °

I - . Rule XV 1. .
" 48R - - Benot over hafty, expefting Harvelt

: ! too foon, or the end foon.after the be,
ginning : For if thou be patiently fup-
ported, 1n the (pace of fitty days at the
1 fartheft, thou fhalt fce the Crows Bill, |
| . " Many (faith the Philolophers) do ima-
B - gine our Solution to be an eafie work
But how hard 1t 15, they can only tel),

4 & who have tryed and made Experience:

F Secft thou not a Gramn of Corny, fow-it,

- . and after three days thou fhalt only (e
it {well'ds which being dry’d, is the
Corn it was before : Yet thou canft not
fay 1t was not caft into its due Matrt x3
for the Earth is its true place, but only
b it wanted its due time to Vegetate.

4. But things of an harder Kernel lie in
13 . the ground a far longer time, as Nuts
and Plumb-ftones, for each thing hath
its fealon; And thisis a true fign of a
natural Operation, that it ftays its feas
{on, and 1s ngt Precipitate : Dot think
then, that Gold the moft {olid Body in’|
the world? will change its Form-in a fhort
time ; Nay, thoumuft watt and wait Lln:-"

. -

gins to appear 3 when thou feeft thae,
then conclude thy Body is deltroy’d, that
s, made a living Soul, and thy Spirit is
dead, that is Coagulated with the Body;
But till this fign of Blacknefs, both the
Gold and the Mercury retain their Forms
and Natures, | - o

Rule XVILI. - .
Beware that thy Fire go not out, no
not for a moment, (o asto let thy Mat- O
ter be cold, for fo Ruine of the Work ¢ RV
will certainly follow.. ) -
By what has been faid, thou mayft ga- g
ther, that all our work 1is nothing elfe -
but an uncefiant boyling of .thy Com-
pound 1 the firft degree of liquifying By
heat , which is found in the Metalline
Kingdom, in which the Internal Vapours
thall go round about thy matter, in

which fume it {hall both die, and be re-
vived.

Rule XVIL o
Know, that when the’ White appears, Y
which will be about the end of Five

Months, that then the accomplithment
. of

J
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Addertifomenr, - _
although the reft of his Adept Brethrer
had (as we may fay cnvioully) fivors fo- o
erecie (contrary to their received Maxim
of doing all the good they may with this
large Talent (o long as they live | and
longer if it might be,) yet had not he (@
fi{worn, though they fuppofed it for he
jhad as himfelf confefleth , an extraor- ‘
dinary impulfe of mind, #o be pelpful to all
incere fearchers of this focrct Art, (toufe B
his own words) and to $tretch ont }is hand
bo fuch as are behind. Seeing therefore,
that it was the Authors own dclire to
benefic - the World by his Labours, and
that he gave his confent to Mr. .f: tarkey tor
iPrinting his Picces, as appears in his /'pp-
face to the Marrvow of Alchimys 1 know no
reafon wherefore his Wiitings thould lie
conceal’d any longer : And great pity it
lwas that Mr.8tarkey did feparate this Au-
thor’s Commentayiz npor 8ir George R ip-
¢y’s 12 Gates, which he did as [ was in.-

Ad  An Expofition npon
of the White Stone approacheth s Re:
- joyce then, fornow the King hath over-
N come Death, and i1s rifing 1 the Edft
N 1th great GlOl“ . B
2 wihe 'J’?.’.(ulc XIX.

I Then continue your Fire until the Co-
lours appear again, then at laft you {hall
fce the fair Vermillion, the Red Poppy;
Glorific God then, and be thankful,

. - Rule XX. - S

Laftly, you muft beyl this Stonc 1n the
fame water, in the fame proportion, with
the (ame Regimen, (only your Fire {hall
then be a litt)e (lacker) and {o you fhal
increafe Quantity and Goodnefs at your

Pleaﬁ]re-' 1. | ' 1 .

Now tie only God the Fatker of light,bring you
tofec this Regencration of the light, and make ,:q-
to rejoyce with bins for cver hereafier in light;

Amcn, -- o

AN ADVERTISEMENT|

His Author having wrote many Ex

- cellent P1cces on this Subjeét, not fq

/ much to manifeft him(elf an Adept. (as
many have done) as to benefit the Wétld

by his Writings, himfelf profefling , that
although

flad cut the laft Six Gatess the Perfon
-lemanding the reafon wherefore he cut
fhem in funder : he anfwered, that the

o b ‘_World |

.
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- Adwvertifement. 7
World wasuriworthy of thems which ne-
verthelefs he promis’d to give that Perfof
a-Tranfcript of, but did not, which is the
reafon that they cannot yet be found; the

lols of which is very much lamented, |

Wherefore if any Gentleman hath then
by him, or any other piece of thisAuthor,
It 1s humbly defired that they will fend
them to the Pellican in. Little Britain,
[ ondon, that they may be Printed with
the fir(t §ix Gates, whicharenow in lhﬁ
Prefs : And that I may not be wanting t

contribnte what I can for the difcovery of
this Authoi’s Works, I'here make bold to
prefent thie Reader with a Catalogue of
(uch Picces as are noted to be writ by
this Author under the difguifed name of
Aoyrancas Philalethes, part whercof are
fet down by Mr. Starkey 11 his Preface a
forenamed , and part are mentioned by
the Author himfelf, with {everal others,

which he wrote (as he (aith) tor his own §

‘recreation, and afterwards burn’ds which
Author 1s acknowledged by all handsto
be an Englifh-man, and an Adept & fiip:
poled to be yet living, and travelling;

-and about the age of 55 years, but his

Name is not certainly known. Thefe
'
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ten by Eireneus Philalethes, whereof
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thefe 15. following are Printed;

‘2. Y Ntroitiss apertus ad occlufuns Re it Palasiun;
I -Amft. 1667, This is Re. prigdted in 'G“:f:
many,with the Colle€tion efBooks called M-
feum Hermeticum of the Edition 1657, in 40
2, — Idem in Englifh, called Secrets Reveal’d
Printed at London 1669, in 8o. :
more perfe& than the Latine Editions.

\

3. The Marrow of Alchymy, in two Poems oy

- Parts, in Englifth verfe, Lond, 1644, ,
4. Ars Metallorssm Metamorphofeas, sgmgc 6s
§+ Brevis tnanudullio ad Rubinum ( in 8o,

Celeftem o . ((are likewife
6. Fons Chymice Philofophie,  Yin the afote.
{aid Edition of the Mufeum Hermeticum,
7. Methodica Enarratio trium Gebri ™
] y;dicinarum, . '

« Vade-Mecum Philofophieum, five § Lond; 3449,
breve manud’u&orim;:z ad Cfm- D in 8:.678"'
pum Sophie, ' S

9. Experimenta de preparatione {
 Mercurii Sophici, - '
30.A Comtnéntary or Expofition
upon Sir G. Ripléy's Epiftle tg |' ‘
Edw. IV. King of England, " | Lond. 1679,
41e — Idem upon Sir G. Ripley’s |  in 8o,
Preface to his Compound of | i
Alchymy, . JI'
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. frbfhis-C p@ghibfAlc ym , L M N AN
~"¥x.awTdem upon the Récapien ation on | ' L
Sofhls Compotind of Alchymy, °'[ 1678, ' | E XP 0 S I T I 0 N
14, ~— Idimupo?” hlsl:hf' on, | ingd
15. Experiments for the Preparation B |
sOf' the Sophick, Mercury, .. - )~ ° u P 0 N

~Fhefe 13. following he wrote, but we caﬁﬁﬁt
| as-yct find where the Copies are,

i, A Comment, or Expofition upon thelaft fik
Gates of Sir G Ripley's (.ompound of Al
Chym Yi | |
o Ident upon Sir G. Ripley’s Exroneous Exa | Written by 3

exitnents.
3 L Idem upon Sir G. Ripley’s wheel, . B “yrencems Pbt’aletbe: ANGLU S’

—Idemugon Avnold’s Ultimum Teftamentnnd, - Cosmo O ;
? Opws Elixeris Aurifici & Argentifici , FOLITA
6, Brevis via ad vitam longam, or Alchymy Tt‘*'
umphing. .
7 Cabala Sap‘zentum, or an Expoﬁtlon upon thh-.
‘Higroglyphicks of the Magi. |
8. Elenchus Eyroruin in Arte Chymica deviammﬁ,
9.Elenchus Authorum potiffimorum in Arte Chymice;
10 An Enchitidion of Experiments, togethet
witha Diurnal of Meditations, in whlch wett
many -Philofophical Receipts, declaring tflﬁ
- whole Secret 3 withan c/Emgma at theend,,
*‘lo Analyf.r o 6’1‘“’, | '
12, A Clavis tO hiq WOtkSo é

~ 43 Comments or Expofitions upon Flmmcf .
- Artephius, and Sendivogim. But thefe thret. Wrinted for William Cooper at the Pefljcan

. gre rather Quaried; then affirmed tobc wrotd " in Litl
by this Author, ittle Britain, MDCLXXVII




